FAO Dunedin City council 9 yr plan


 I moved to Dunedin to take up a position as the production manager of the fortune theatre prior to its closing. I have worked in the theatre entertainment visitor attraction and film industries for my entire working life. For such companies as the Royal Shakespeare Company, the Welsh National Opera, Cameron Ma Theatre McIntosh in the West End of London, Netherlander theatres in the West End, and the Eden Project in Cornwall and the Christ Church based Court.
 Having moved to Dunedin and unwittingly taken up a senior role in an organisation that was in its death throes… my distinguished career has stalled. Having worked in these industries globally I feel gives me  an unusual insight into what is possible within the arts sector, . Something I think which is lost on people here because of a lack of field of reference. In my opinion arts provision should not be left to a beleaguered professional sector or amateur dramatics as they are currently in this city.

If Dunedin wants to live up to its reputation as a creative city and actually measure up even halfway to its nearest neighbour cities, or indeed be a world player and attract genuinely interesting theatre and events, then funding a new midscale venue is absolutely the first step in that.

Let me speak to the viability of staging and promoting both international and National Theatre in our city. We have a large scale thousand seat theatre in our town which often stages shows and rarely sells out .The simple fact of the matter is that our town does not have the theatre going public to sell out a theatre of that size. As a promoter this is a deeply off-putting happenstances. staffing a theatre of this size is expensive and often unnecessary for the scale of productions that our city can support. The only other venues we have in our city are in my opinion utterly unsuitable to staging professional theatre… I have worked in all of them the fortune included. None of them were up to scratch or much above amateurish and not fit for purpose. 

 Having chosen to live in Dunedin, the supposedly creative city. I am utterly appalled that you would choose to remove the funding for a midscale venue that was recommended by the very expensive report that you commissioned.
 I would urge the counsellors to reconsider their decision to remove this funding from the nine-year plan.
 It is of great dismay to me that Dunedin sells itself as a creative city whilst not providing any actually. up to scratch music, theatre and entertainment venues of a professional standard. Frankly it's a poor show. No pun intended.
I hope that you will see sense and reverse your decision.

