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Title: Significant Tree T207 - Pseudotsuga menziesii (Douglas fir) 

For: Dunedin City Council  

Site: 5 Blundell Street, Dunedin 

Prepared By: Eléna O'Neill – Treescape Environmental 

Brief: Provide condition assessment regarding removal of significant tree. 

Date: July 2017 
 

 
Introduction 
1. Dunedin City Council has requested an arboricultural assessment of significant tree – T207, 

Pseudotsuga menziesii  (Douglas fir), growing in the front yard of No.5 Blundell Street, Dunedin. 
A site visit to inspect the tree was carried out on 29 June 2017.  

2. The property owner, Housing New Zealand Limited, has applied for consent to remove the tree 
that is located on their land. Their reasons for seeking removal are that “the tree is interfering 
with power lines, causes shading, it will become progressively unmanageable, and there is a 
galvanised pipe embedded in the base which is a health and safety risk”.  

 
Assessment  
3. In general, at the time of the assessment the tree was of good health but is indicating a degree 

of stress. There is some defoliation and yellowing of foliage.  

4. If a Standard Tree Evaluation Method (STEM) assessment was carried out on the tree in it's 
current condition, it is unlikely that it would substantiate its position on the significant tree 
schedule. Due to the overall condition, appearance of decline, and the unbalanced form, this is 
not a particularly good example of the species. Specifically in relation to the first five categories 
of STEM; 

Form:  Moderate (9 points). The tree’s canopy is not evenly conical at the top northern side and 
is over extended on the lower southern side. 

Occurrence:  Common (9 points). Douglas fir are not uncommon in the local area. 

Vigour & Vitality: Good (15 points). The tree is relatively young and vigorously growing, but has 
excessive small internal branches and poor wound closure indicating a degree of stress. 
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5 Blundell Street, Dunedin 
 

 
Function: Useful (9 points). In relation to the site the tree offers minor physical and/or 
conservation benefits [function], but it is the only tree of any size and stature in the immediate 
vicinity. 

Age: (15 points) 40 years plus 

 
5. Douglas fir are a very large tree that can be expected to reach heights exceeding 60 metres 

when growing in the company of their species. This tree has not yet reached maturity. Due to 
the exposed nature of the site in Blundell Street and compaction of the ground, coupled with the 
lack of organic replenishment within the root zone this tree, it is likely that the maximum 
potential height of this tree will be approximately 25 metres.  

6. The tree appears to be free from structural defects. It has good trunk taper and root flare and 
has a stable root plate. 

7. The tree has a history of branch failure and there are small hanging branches within the canopy.  

8. Low voltage power lines run along the street frontage and through the trees mid-canopy. The 
required clearance from low voltage lines is 1.5m. 

9. The tree is a single free standing tree in a row of houses otherwise devoid of trees and 
shrubbery.  

10. The tree stands to the west of the dwelling on the property, and would therefore create minimal 
shading. In winter months the tree may be providing a warming effect within its vicinity, while in 
summer providing a cooling effect which can have energy saving benefits. 

11. The protruding galvanised pipe could be cut off at the point where it exits the tree. This could be 
done without any affect on the condition of the tree and would improve the perceived health 
and safety risk.  

 

Eléna O'Neill 
Treescape Environmental 
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 Memorandum 
TO: Madeline Seeley, Planner 

FROM: Barry Knox, Senior Landscape Architect 

DATE: 3rd July 2017 

SUBJECT: LUC-2017-266.  REMOVAL OF THE SIGNIFICANT  TREE 
T207 AT 5 BLUNDELL STREET.  COMMENT FROM 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT.          

 
This memorandum is in response to a request for comment on the application to remove a 
scheduled tree, T207 (Douglas Fir), protected in Schedule 25.3 of the Dunedin City District 
Plan.  The tree was also recently carried over to the Second Generation Plan (2GP) significant 
tree schedule. 
 
The original STEM assessment was made in 2001 and the trees scored 156, which is not far 
above the required 147 “pass” total.   
 
Background 
 
For assessment of resource consent applications for removal of significant trees an updated 
STEM assessment is usually completed by the in-house landscape architect and (more 
recently), by a consultant arborist. Elena O’Neill is the arborist who has been requested for 
comment on the “Condition Evaluation” section of the revised STEM assessment. I note that, 
probably because of variable work commitments, I have not to date co-ordinated a joint new 
STEM assessment with Elena O’Neill.  However, I completed a site visit on 28 June 2017 and 
undertook the “Amenity Evaluation” part of the STEM.   
 
General Comment 
 
With STEM reports there are two broad assessment categories – arboricultural (“Condition”) 
and “Amenity” - and my role for applications to remove a scheduled tree or group of trees is 
to comment on the amenity related matters.  
 
The tree’s amenity values have two components – the wider community effects, and site 
specific, local effects.   
 
Overall, it is my opinion that although this tree retains particular amenity values which make 
it a useful addition to the Blundell Street streetscape, these values appear to me to have 
diminished since the original STEM assessment was completed.  I consider the tree no longer 
merits continued inclusion on the protected tree schedule from an amenity perspective and 
my updated STEM assessment, attached, reflects this.  I acknowledge that the “Condition 
Evaluation” part of the assessment has not been updated as yet, but assuming these values 
remain unchanged or not improved, the updated STEM assessment just incorporating my 
evaluation would be 144.  This would not be enough for the tree to pass an updated STEM 
assessment.  
 
Wider Community Benefits 
 
The tree adds a “softening” visual effect for the local community. It provides a natural 
character element which offsets the less natural impact of built dwellings along the road. 
 
There would be a moderate reduction in the value of community visual amenity if the tree 
were to be removed.  There are other much smaller nearby trees which assist with providing 
a “softening” natural impact, but the removal of the fir tree would initially be noticed as a 
marginally negative impact.  In time, however, other nearby vegetation would continue to 
assist with maintaining the natural character. 
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Localised Amenity Effects 
 
The fir tree has outgrown the site space it occupies, and its scale is such that it now 
encroaches too close to the nearby dwelling. It is also very close to nearby power lines. 
 
Concluding Comments 
 
Overall, given the likely inability to achieve a STEM pass mark in the STEM reassessment 
completed by the landscape architect (and probably the consultant arborist, when this has 
been included) and given that from an amenity aspect the effect of removal would be able to 
be partially compensated by other existing vegetation, in my opinion T207 does not warrant 
continued inclusion on Schedule 25.3.  
 
 
Barry Knox 
Landscape Architect 
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Appendix 1.      Updated “Amenity Evaluation” STEM Assessment for T207 
 
 

STANDARD TREE 
EVALUATION FORM 

    

Reassessment of    T207      

Date 28/6/17      
Tree  Pseudotsuga menziesii  Douglas Fir  
Address 5,7 Blundell Street     
Height (m) 3-8 Radius   Diameter (mm) @    

CONDITION EVALUATION      
Points 3 9 15 21 27 Score 

Form Poor Moderate Good Very Good Specimen  21 

Occurrence Predominant Common Infrequent Rare Very Rare 15 

Vigour & Vitality Poor Some Good Very Good Excellent 15 

Function Minor  Useful Important Significant Major 15 

Age (Yr) 10 Yrs+ 20 Yrs + 40 Yrs + 80 Yrs + 100 Yrs+ 15 

     Subtotal  81 
AMENITY EVALUATION      

Points 3 9 15 21 27  

Stature (m) 3-8 9-14 15-20 21-26 27+ 9 

Visibility (km) 0.5 1.0 2.0 4.0 8.0 9 

Proximity Forest Parkland Group 
10+ 

Group 3+ Solitary 27 

Role Minor Moderate Important Significant Major 9 

Climate Minor Moderate Important Significant Major 9 

     Subtotal  63 
NOTABLE EVALUATION      

Recognition Local District Regional National International Score 
Points 3 9 15 21 27  
Stature       

Feature       
Form       
Historic       

Age 100+       
Association       
Commemoration       
Remnant       
Relict       
Scientific       

Source       
Rarity       
Endangered       
     Subtotal   

     Total  144 
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Notes: 
 

• The “Condition Evaluation” remains the same as the original, as this 
updated STEM has not incorporated the assessment by Elena O’Neill. 

• Specifically, the tree is adjudged to have a reduced Amenity value with 
re-assessment. 

 
 
Horticultural assessment – Elena O’Neill (Assessment not yet incorporated) 

 
 

 

       
Landscape Architect:  – Barry Knox  
 
 

 
 
 

    

       
View of T207 from Blundell Street          Photo Taken 28/6/17 
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