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Blueskin Wind Cluster 
2012 Exit Survey Report 
 

 
Preparing to set up the 30 metre meterological tower on Porteous Hill, 2013.  
 
 
This report presents the exit survey results from community meetings held in 2012. 
Three separate community meetings on the Blueskin wind cluster project were held 
in Long Beach, Warrington and Waitati in November 2012 and the same feedback 
form was used at the A&P show day in Waitati in 2013 (with one response from that 
event). 
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Executive Summary 
 
On the 15th, 16th and 19th of November 2012, three community meetings were held in 
Blueskin settlements (in Long Beach hall, Warrington hall and Waitati hall 
respectively) to present the Blueskin Energy Project and the proposed Blueskin wind 
cluster. 38 forms were filled in over these three meetings, two emails on the proposal 
were received during the period of the meetings and one form was filled in at the 
Blueskin A&P show day in 13th April 2013. 88% of respondents supported the project 
and 12% did not support the project. These raw feedback forms constitute the body 
of this report. 
 
We were particularly interested in the views of the people who came along to these 
meetings, asked questions, debated the issues and discussed among themselves the 
project. While the idea to build our own wind generation began at a community 
workshop in Waitati in 2006, work on making it happen was begun and has been 
managed by the Blueskin Resilient Communities Trust since 2009. Along the way 
BRCT Trustees, Staff, Volunteers and Friends have confronted the challenges of 
making that community dream real. The 2012 public meetings were all about 
reporting back on the work done, and explaining the evolution that was taking place 
as the project got closer to development, and we anticipated discussion and debate 
as we got into the pragmatic ‘nitty gritty’ of the proposed development 
 
The Trust wanted reassurance that we still had the support of the community, 
particularly those members of the community who took an interest in BRCT work. 
The Trust also wanted to learn of any concerns members of the community might 
have, as we moved through pre-planning and had a clearer idea of what needed to 
be done. In short, the November meetings were a further opportunity for community 
engagement with the project, following the formal community engagement work 
that had been completed in October 20121.  
 
At the close of each community meeting, community members were requested to fill 
out the exit poll form. Not every attendee filled out a form, and some attendees filled 
out one form per couple, but we are confident that we captured a truthful 
representation in those exit polls forms that were completed. This report provides 
those raw responses, with any identifiers removed. It also provides a simple analysis 
(below) and concludes with an assessment of the exit poll exercise and its value for 
BRCT.  
 
 
 

  

                                                   
1 Blueskin	
  People	
  Power:	
  a	
  toolkit	
  for	
  community	
  engagement,	
  2012,	
  A	
  report	
  to	
  the	
  Energy	
  Efficiency	
  and	
  
Conservation	
  Authority.	
  Available	
  online	
  at	
  www.brct.org.nz	
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Analysis  
This report includes all responses from all of the public meetings.   
 
This analysis section summarises whether people supported or didn’t support the 
project and how they feel about greater resilience for Blueskin communities.  It also 
highlights some of the key comments collected from the research. 

Support 
 
How do you feel about the proposed Blueskin wind cluster project? 
Love the idea Yeah, OK No opinion Um, probably 

not 
Really dislike it 

63% 25%  12%  
 
How do you feel about efforts to build greater resilience for Blueskin communities? 
Love the idea Yeah, OK No opinion Um, probably 

not 
Really dislike it 

89% 11%    
+ 1 comment = “need more detail” 
 
In summary we note that 88% supported the project and 12% did not support the 
project, yet nearly everyone indicated they were supportive of greater community 
resilience.  
 

Key Comments 
The following is a grouped selection of key comments.  They are separated into four 
key areas: positive and negative responses for the Blueskin wind cluster proposal 
and on efforts to build greater resilience for Blueskin communities. 

Blueskin wind cluster proposal – positive 

Go for it 
This cluster of comments is all about taking the project forward as fast as possible, 
with comments such as “go for it”, “proud”, “enthusiastic”, “fantastic”, “impressed” and 
the offer of money. 

Wind is our commodity 
This cluster of comments is about the benefits of the wind cluster project, such as 
“good that it is community initiative not corporate”, “community return”, “investors are 
good”, “Port Otago is good because it is local”, and how this could be a “model for 
rest of country”. 

Increasing resilience 
This cluster of comments is about greater resilience within Blueskin such as “I want 
to see the turbines”, and “our resilience is increasing”  
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Blueskin wind cluster proposal – negative 

Corporate influence 
This cluster of comments focuses on concerns about corporate influence, such as 
“need more financial control”, “keep it in-house”, and “worried about corporate 
control”. 

Not increasing resilience 
This cluster includes comments such as “doesn’t increase resilience”, and “not best 
investment”. 
 

Efforts to build greater resilience for Blueskin communities – positive 

Solar 
This cluster of comments focuses on the importance of solar, especially around 
assisting with making solar more affordable. 

Transport and Food 
These comments are about how transport or food are essential elements of building 
resilience, such as we want more “transport solution” and “food processing 
resources”. 

Community Control 
Comments include “more control in the community” and “not moving away from 
community ownership” as being important to resilience. 

Efforts to build greater resilience for Blueskin communities – negative 

Solar 
Similar to the above comments but instead of them positively reinforcing how solar 
can aid resilience and wind generation, these comments were more about solar as 
opposed to wind generation.  They include comments such as “solar is what the 
community wants”, “there is more support for solar” and “$6million is better spent on 
solar”. 

Economic hard times 
These comments focus on the negative impact of “economic hard times” and how it 
may be “better to wait for friendlier economic climate”. 
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Exit Survey Responses 
A&P Show - 13th April 2013 
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Waitati – 19th November 2012 
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Warrington – 16th November 2012 
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Long Beach – 15th November 2012 
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Conclusion 
 
The quality of the exit survey feedback has been very informative for BRCT. In the 12 
months since the exit survey was completed, BRCT has been able to advance the 
wind project substantially with robust wind data collection, solid planning, and work 
on the lease and the resource consent. This has all been completed under the 
management of the charitable trust. Now BRCT is ready to establish a company to 
control and manage development to achieve community objectives identified by the 
Trust, and informed by community feedback. Exit survey responses were very 
helpful in affirming the work programme, yet community participation and 
engagement remains essential to all we do, not simply the Blueskin wind cluster 
project. 
 
The Trust of course maintains an open door policy, and provides regular community 
updates via regular and social media, but it is in more formalised process such as this 
simple survey that we are able to capture ideas and opinions to assist our work. 
 
Many of the respondents’ comments, both positive and negative have informed 
further Trust activity this past year, and have been enabled by increased BRCT staff 
numbers (from one permanent full time employee to one full time and one part time 
employee). Solar, climate change planning, energy advice, cosy homes: all have been 
added to BRCT’s work programme in addition to our work on the Blueskin wind 
cluster, with very positive results.  
 
BRCT works to achieve its Objectives, and has a strong Mission and ambitious Vision, 
but our true strength comes from the level of participation in our whole range of 
activities, including important feedback events such as this exit survey. 
 
 
 


