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| was Commanding Officer of the 4th Otago and Southland Battalion Group between 2000
and 2003 and know the building well.

The Otago Regiment has aproud history of service in WW1, being formed on the 7th Augsut
1914, deploying to Egypt and Gallipoli, and leter in the fighting on the Western fromt
between 1916-1918.

Although the first contingent trained and left from Tahuna Park, subsequent reinforcements
would have mustered in the Army hall befor deployment.

Although the Otago Regiment was disbanded post-war, it was revived in various forms up to
1948, when it was amalgamated as the Otago and Southland Regiment, serving as such until
1964, when it became the Otago and Southland Regiment, “40 South.” The cap badge
became the Maori Warrior of the Southland Regiment, the motto Kia mate Toa, “fight to the
death.”

There were four units in the Drill hall:

Otago Company (Infantry)

New Zealand Scottish Company (Light Reconnaissance)
Clearing Company 3 Field Ambulance

Otago University Medical Company.

The Otago and Southland Regiment contributed to the Malayan Emergency, 4 O South to
Timor Leste in 2000-2003, and sent soldiers to many of the following conflicts from then on:

Bougainville, Afghanistan, the Sinai, Papua New Guinea to name a few.

They all left the Drill Hall, and came back to it as a touchstone of their journey, a pounamu
kohatu connecting them to their service.

On a practical note, there is not much wrong with the building. It has reinforced concrete
columns and the basic structure is sound, it would not take much work to bring it up to
standard.

During my tenure as CO it found use as a secure indoor space during, for example, motoring
events. It has even been used for Regimental Dining in

It still has a functional kitchen, and the Other Ranks, Warrant Officers and Sergeants Mess
(now the Garrison Club and functioning as such) and Officers Mess could alls be refurbished
as social spaces. There is ample office space. The building has utility.

I agree with the Heritage change and assessment. We should not lose this Taonga.



