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DUNEDIN CiTY 50 The Octagon, PO Box 5045, Moray Place
GO NICE Dunedin 058, New Zealand
Kaunitgca-wrahe o Otepoti Telephone: 03 4774000, Fax: 03 474 3488

Email: dec@dce.goving
www.dinedingovtng

21 October 2015

Attn: Martin King, Manager Environmental Services
Otago Regional Council

70 Stafford Street,

Private Bag 1954,

Dunedin 9054

Dear Martin
DRAINAGE ISSUE 103 MAIN SOUTH ROAD

I am writing to you with regards to a drainage problem at 103 Main South Rd, East Taieri. The
customer has an on-going problem with seepage through the slope into her garden. Having
visited site and discussed the problem with the customer the water originates from a cut-off
drain that runs parallel to her rear boundary and drains water from the hillside to Riccarton Road
East.

It appears that the cut-off drain was probably originally dug in around the 1950’s. There is a
natural depression immediately behind the property at number 103 and there is an overflow pipe
to convey excess water through number 103.

Based on the customer’s reports, the section of the land drain immediately behind her property
was deepened in late 2006/2007. She presumes this was done by the adjacent landowner in
conjunction with some fencing work. Unfortunately, this now means that there water now pools
in the deepened area behind her property rather than continuing along to Riccarton Road East.
There is some vegetation in the ditch behind number 99 Riccarton Rd that the customer has
expressed concerns about. However, following inspection on site it is clear that the water would
not be able to flow to the vegetated area due to the over deepening.
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The customer understands that she is obliged to accept naturally occurring water originating
from higher ground. However, the land drain effectively concentrates the naturally occurring
water, resulting in overtopping in a concentrated area and the over-deepening causes the
additional water to accumulate immediately above this particular property causing seepage.

I have concluded this matter concerns the diversion of water, and is unrelated to Civic
infrastructure. Having consulted with the DCC’s Legal Counsel, Dunedin City Council does not
have any powers to address the diversion of water. I am therefore referring the matter to the
Regional Council for consideration under the Regional Water Plan, in particular rule 12.3.2.2.

The customer’s contact details are: Margaret Scott, 103 Main South Rd. Tel: 03 489 2030.

I would be grateful if you could follow this matter up directly with the customer.

Yours sincerely

Y 7

Laura McElhone
Group Manager Water and Waste

cc: Margaret Scott



