Comments on Option 1

In Lane Bus Stops and raised platforms.

PLEASE do not install in lane bus stops.
They work well on wide roads, where a rapid transport or well used public transport system is in place e.g. Melbourne Australia, but George Street just isn’t wide enough.  
Where bus stops are opposite each other a total road blockage could occur should two buses arrive at the same time.
People are impatient & will attempt to pass a stationary bus. The probability of cyclists, motorbikes & other vehicles meeting (crashing) into other oncoming traffic is real, & should be avoided at all costs.

If you ride the buses you will know that the raised platforms are extremely uncomfortable to ride over.
Traffic during the day generally averages less than 38km/h along George St, buses even slower, so why the need for the platforms?


Regent St / Park St / St David St (Sheet 3)

The proposed changes look good mainly.
The current roundabout is working well apart from the tightness of the turn from George St, right into Park St, but this is addressed in the revised plan.
The roundabout itself serves to slow traffic therefore raised platforms around it especially on George St are an unnecessary expense.

Converting St David St to one way or no exit street  should work well. Of the two options presented I would favour the one that gives the most parking. 
Parking around the University area is diabolical at best, so the more parks that can be retained the better.


Curb protrusions at intersections

Can work well if they are not so tight that they do not force vehicles wide into oncoming traffic.
When done correctly they form part of a “self explaining road” and slow traffic without any extra signage (or platforms, humps etc)


George Street School area (sheet 6)

In the DCC notes regarding Howe Street, the justification for the platform is given as there is a school gate nearby.
There is NO school gate in Howe St therefore no need for the platform.
Traffic is controlled by lights at both intersections so road speed will always be limited.


Bank Street (Sheet 9)

Nice to see the islands off Pine Hill Rd loop.
Not so sure about the tightness of the curb protrusion into Dolphin St. Slightly greater radius perhaps?


Bank Street Crossing Point (sheet 10)

Don’t do it!
Bank Street (and George St) is a busy major arterial route.
Encouraging people to cross here is extremely dangerous. There is a lights controlled pedestrian crossing only 100m away at the Gardens corner.

Comments on Option 2


Cycle lanes on George St is a disaster waiting to happen!

The road is too narrow for dedicated cycle lanes.
Cycle lanes on George St once again put cyclists at risk from careless car door opening, which was one of the reasons for the SH1 cycle lane network.
One of the justifications for this network was that it could move cylists to a safe separated enviroment.

Cyclists crossing/using  footpaths has accident written all over it. See maps 5, 6, 7 & 9.
Of particular concern is the thought of cyclists cycling along a footpath outside one of Dunedin’s largest Primary Schools. 
This has to be a joke to see who reads all the DCC information..surely!!


George Street Roundabout

Not option 3.
Doing away with the left turn from George St into Park St only forces traffic to use alternative routes not designed for higher traffic volumes.
No raised platforms.
The roundabout itself serves to slow traffic therefore raised platforms around it especially on George St are an unnecessary expense, and uncomfortable if riding in a bus.


St David Street option

Converting St David St to one way or no exit street should work well. 
Of the two options presented I would favour the one that gives the most parking. 
Parking around the University area is diabolical at best, so the more parks that can be retained the better.


Road Speed in general

As you are probably aware the Government’s Road To Zero policy has been scrapped as it was an unworkable target.
Waka Kotahi  are reviewing recommendations for urban & rural road speeds.
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