Additional Page to Submission of Rodger Clarkson 10 Echovale Ave

While I support the idea of looking after waterways in our city I believe that mapping the watercourse on my property will not lead to any improvement in the management of our waterways, and could be unnecessarily restrictive to my property. I base this on:
1. The start of the mapped watercourse seems arbitrary. The mapped watercourse shows it starting just on the other side of the top culvert under North Road. In reality this water course will originate far up on the slopes of Signal Hill.
2. The 5 m set back is an arbitrary distance, as in 6m is better than 5m is better than 4m etc. I understand that you have to set a distance somewhere but as you will see from the attached photos there is a rock wall between the water course and the house/carport area, so in this case a 5m set back appears to be irrelevant. I also note that the waterflow in my watercourse is limited to the capacity of water that can flow through the top culvert under North Road. The capacity of the watercourse through my property, in my experience from living here 17 years, appears to be less that the maximum waterflow that is capable of flowing through the top culvert. I have the same sized culvert at the bottom of my property flowing under Echovale Ave. 
3. An example of how these proposed rules could be restrictive to me is say I wanted to enclose the carport area to turn it into an enclosed garage - My understanding is that this would count as an alteration/addition and as within 5m of watercourse I wouldn’t be allowed too (or would have to get expensive consultants etc to show minor effect?) In reality doing this should have no effect on the watercourse as it would all be done within the footprint of the existing house. 
4. I don’t necessarily understand the rules around planting  and pruning that mapping this watercourse on my property will entail. I would hope that I can continue to prune and plant as I see fit without having to go through  council consents. The nature of this property mean that I do regular checks to keep the channel clear of vegetation/debris. 

 (Photos attached include some taken during the big rainfall around 4th Oct showing the watercourse contained within the rockwall, and one of the bottom culvert nearing capacity. Additional photos around carport area in low flow conditions and showing proximity of vegetation)
