Te Awa Otakou – Peninsula Connection
Otakou Fisheries Corner

  Since writing my last submission there is no doubt there has been a significant increase in traffic to
  the Harington Point area which is largely been created by the tourism and the recent development
  of the Te Rauone Beach and Reserve.
 
  Having been heavily involved in the Te Rauone Beach Project we knew the facility would be popular 
  but nothing like what we have experienced during the most recent summer. The number of Camper
  vans in particular, have increased to such an extent that the car park at the reserve can no longer
  cope with the demand. While the visitors are very respectful of the area it has created an issue on
  the narrow parts of the road way. It should be noted that Campervans are now staying for more than
  one night because of the unique attractions in the area.

  Everyone is aware of the ‘Otakou Fisheries Corner’ as a major “hazard” and is an accident waiting
  to happen. With the increased Campervans this has been accentuated particularly now that you 
  have the many buses and vans together with the normal traffic all passing on this stetch of road.  

The cycle traffic has also increased significantly as people of all ages love the outlook, the flat roadway and the great environment we have around Te Rauone Beach.
The full compliment of cruise ships leading to bus tours down the peninsula, have made this area particularly busy traffic wise as we all know the wonderful tourist attractions bring thousands of people to this area every year.

The Fisheries Corner is obscured from both sides, with buses and sometimes large Campervans crossing the centre line to negotiate the corner. There is no walkway or cycleway and so it is vital that this popular cycling and walking area is given urgent attention.

 In more recent times casual divers are now using the Otakou Fisheries Wharf area as a place for recreational diving. This has occurred because there is very little opportunity to use Wellers Rock as Dive Otago use that area as their training ground. 

Wellers Rock is also a dangerous area because of the poor access to the beach for boat launching as well as insufficient parking. Hence, there is a new increased level of activity at the Otakou Fisheries with people crossing the road in an extremely unsafe environment. 

If the road was widened and a suitable walkway/cycleway was put in place, this would certainly make a significant step forward in alleviating this major problem.  
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