Thank you for the opportunity to submit feedback regarding the George St/Bank St design proposal.  I am an experienced commuter cyclist of 45 years with my start being biking to and from school in South Auckland on a daily basis.
Since living in Dunedin, I continue my daily commute, now as a hospital worker.  George St has been part of this route for the last 12 years.  I have had my fair share of frights (fortunately no injuries).  These range from almost being doored by a parent exiting a car to witnessing a car just about take out a child as it drove through the pedestrian crossing I had already stopped at as the light was red.  Both incidents occurred outside George St Normal School.
Safety on George St is important to myself and my family.  My son also rides to high school along that route.  Mounted on my bike is a horn (not a bell) which I have to use far too regularly to alert vehicles that I exist.
Problems occur at various points of the journey but most commonly at intersections.  
1. Approaching George St, the recent adding of the diagonal centre line space on Duke St seems to tempt drivers to overtake us despite us pulling to the right to position ourselves in the right turning lane.  They then cut in in front as they stop at the lights.  It happened, yet again, as recently as 2 days ago.  I don’t recall this being a problem before the hatching.
2. The traffic light-controlled intersection of George/Howe/Warrender Streets is extremely difficult to negotiate as a cyclist.  I have lost count of how many times cars overtake me as I’m approaching the lights on the school side of George Street after going over the crossing.  When the lights are red, they move left as they try to overtake, coming towards me as they try to position themselves in the centre (straight ahead) lane, expecting me to make way for them.  Yet I’m also wanting to go straight ahead.  Haven’t I got the right to be in that centre lane?
3. There is a pinch point on the other side of this intersection.  Sometimes buses are in the bus stop.  Cars are always parked beyond the bus stop.  When a car is waiting to turn right on the other side, the south lane becomes a very narrow space.  Yet drivers still decide that they still want to overtake me rather than wait a few seconds for it to widen out.
4. Passing buses trying to pull out from bus stops can be challenging – I have to make a choice of risking this happening or slowing down to wait for them but they don’t move because the driver gives way.
5. The approach to the St David St intersection with its current roundabout currently works best when the cyclist turns their head to make eye contact with the next approaching driver in order to safely pull into the lane.  Only confident, experienced cyclists would know to apply such a strategy.
6. The intersection with Union St is another problematic intersection.  Cars have come down the hill and then pause at the Give Way.  I watch them carefully because they very often drive across to the other side of Union St right in front of me.  This is despite my wearing high vis bike gear and using bike lights.  This last occurred 3 days ago.  Sometimes they decide to turn right onto George St which also gives one a huge fright – how does the cyclist know whether they will turn or go straight ahead?
In conclusion, having looked at the design plans, slowing traffic down could partially solve some of the problems.  Having dedicated space for bikes is vital in terms of safety.  Drivers also need reminders at intersections (whether they are painted bikes on the road or signs reminding them to share the spaces).
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