Submission in Support of Completing the Final Three Stages of Te Awa Ōtākou – Peninsula Connection
To: Mayor and Elected Members, Dunedin City Council
Subject: 9-Year Plan 2025–2034 – Completion of Te Awa Ōtākou – Peninsula Connection
Tēnā koutou,
I write to express strong support for the inclusion of funding to complete the final three stages of the Te Awa Ōtākou – Peninsula Connection project within the Dunedin City Council's 9-Year Plan 2025–2034.
Initiated in 2008, the Peninsula Connection project has significantly enhanced road safety and accessibility along Portobello and Harington Point Roads. The project has transformed a once narrow and hazardous route into a safer, more resilient corridor that accommodates various modes of transport, including walking and cycling. This transformation has not only improved daily commutes but also bolstered the area's appeal to visitors, contributing to local economic growth. 
The project's development has been marked by extensive collaboration with the community, mana whenua, and Heritage New Zealand, ensuring that the upgrades respect the area's cultural and historical significance. This partnership approach has been instrumental in balancing modern infrastructure needs with heritage conservation.​
While substantial progress has been made, three critical sections remain incomplete. These sections were previously deferred due to funding constraints, despite their importance to the overall network's continuity and safety. The current 9-Year Plan allocates $18.5 million to complete these final stages, reflecting a commitment to fulfilling the project's original vision. 
Completing the Peninsula Connection is more than a matter of infrastructure; it's about honoring the collective efforts and agreements made over the past years. It ensures that the benefits of improved safety, accessibility, and community connectivity are fully realized for all residents and visitors to the Otago Peninsula.​ 
I commend the Council for its dedication to this transformative project and urge the continued support and allocation of necessary resources to bring the Peninsula Connection to its intended completion.
Ngā mihi nui,
Mike Harrison REA
mobile 0226351277 
