Dunedin Budget Advisory Service - 9 Year Plan Submission

Thank you to the counsellors for discussing and making some tough decisions on behalf of all Dunedin. While balancing the budget is one thing, please remember to also balance people’s well-being.

No to Austerity
Please do not pursue austerity like the central government has post Covid and the subsequent cost of living crisis. This is particularly important during the large-scale global economic uncertainty caused by US President Trump's tariffs. Austerity measures lead to increased inequality and disproportionately affect low-income individuals and families, exacerbating existing inequalities. Austerity through underinvestment in infrastructure undermines long-term economic growth. Austerity also has a negative impact on social services like ours which in turn negatively impacts vulnerable members of our community.
The DCC could be pursuing fiscal stimulus through investment in large scale projects. Investment in capital projects is funded by borrowing which has a lesser impact on rates. Forecast debt is well below council's debt limit and can be paid down when the economy is in better shape. Now is the time to be borrowing. Therefore, we support the Three Waters, South Dunedin Future and Transport plan infrastructure projects.

Increase Rates Income
We have been discussing ways to increase the cities income from rates whilst still making rates affordable for those on low, fixed incomes. Some suggestions include:
- The people most impacted by rates rises are likely people on low fixed incomes. From Table 2 of the attachment, we can see that since 2018 until current, the number of assessments with outstanding rates has more than doubled and the dollar value of outstanding rates has tripled. This is significantly more than the proportion of new rateable units joining the system each year and can likely be attributed solely to rates increases each year. Rates Remission is a very underutilised tool (Table 4 of the attachment)  that the DCC could use to help support residents struggling to pay increased rates . More publicity about Rates Remission, and how to apply could help to alleviate the financial burden, stress and anxiety of residents with no means of paying increased rates.
- Targeted Rates for Air BnB's and similar style short term accommodation – users of these properties likely make a lot of use of the city’s public resources. Air BnB’s are run for profit and should contribute more to the cities income.
- Targeted Rates for rental properties. Again, users of these properties likely make a lot of use of the city’s public resources - in particular student flats.
- Basing rates on the number of adults living at a property would seem to be fairer than a blanket rate per property. Student flats likely make a lot of use of the cities resources. 

Other Comments

Community Housing: We strongly disagree with cutting new spending on Community Housing, particularly during a housing crisis. This makes no sense. We have a visibly increasing problem with homelessness. The city should be doing its best to ensure adequate, affordable housing for all. According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adequate housing is a basic human right.
Zero Carbon: We also strongly disagree with cutting the most important issue of our time from the draft budget. The high-investment package of $100 million of capital spending to reduce the city's emissions needs to be back on the table. Dunedin does not need to follow central government's disregard for our environment. The climate emergency declared by the DCC in 2019 has not gone away. Just because Dunedin is unlikely to reach its goal of being a zero-carbon city by 2030, it doesn't mean we should give up trying. South Dunedin had a significant rain event in October last year and just this week there has been more flooding in Northland.
Waste Management: We support the building of a new landfill at Smooth Hill. Transporting our waste to another region to deal with feels wrong and would increase our carbon emissions through the associated transport. It would be great if the new landfill could generate electricity from the captured methane. We are pleased that a new mixed recycling facility will be opening soon in Green Island. 

Grants Review: Can the Grants Review process please consider an increase to the funding pool to account for inflation. We note that some unallocated grant money is available through this submission process and would be grateful if we could be considered for a portion of this money? Last year the government cut our main funding at a time when the community needs us most. Support is provided to anybody in our community suffering from financial hardship, or at risk of financial hardship. People of all ages, ethnicities and sexual orientations. Our services are all confidential, free of charge to the public and are non-judgmental. We work alongside clients to identify their issues, barriers to a bright future, strengths / resources they have available and finally an agreed plan for moving forward with our support. The services that we provide include goal setting, access to zero interest loans, options with debt, financial action planning, financial dispute resolution, withdrawals from KiwiSaver, insolvency support and creditor negotiation. `

