To whom it may concern.

I am writing to make a submission in connection with the proposed changes to the Second Generation Dunedin City District Plan. I note the proposition has a setback rule to 5m to be implemented around stormwater open watercourses in non-rural zones and 20m in rural zones. I have discussed this with council and understand this is to protect the biodiversity around these watercourses and protect the downstream water from contamination, as well as to allow access if it was needed to clear the watercourse for ongoing drainage.

My opposition to this is not based on the need for the setback rules to be applied, but on the distance involved. I understand the 5m covers all open watercourses up to 3m in diameter and this seems like a very large breadth. The open water drainage on my property is around 50cm width during times of normal rainfall, and less during dryer times, and drains into a pipe of 50cm diameter around 2m onto my property. During the very heavy rain on 3rd & 4th October 2024 the open water course coped with the volume of water and did not overflow. Up until it goes into the pipe it is surrounded by wooded area which is only be accessible on foot for clearance of any debris blocking the water flow and therefore would need 1.5m maximum for access with any hand held equipment needed. For the 2m of open storm watercourse that enters my property your proposal affects nearly 60m2 of my property which seems excessive considering the size of the stream.

I would be interested to hear how the number has been arrived at and what thoughts were as to grading the system more to the size of the storm watercourse rather than a blanket rule.

Kind regards
Jenni Hawes
23 Every St, Andersons Bay
