Submission to Dunedin City Council Long-Term Plan

From: Dr Ian Griffin, Resident of Portobello


Tēnā koutou,

I strongly support completing the Te Awa Ōtākou/Peninsula Connection project in Years 2, 3, and 4 of the Long-Term Plan, as outlined in the Council’s recent consultation document.

As a resident of Portobello, a daily user of the shared path, and someone deeply committed to the well-being of our community, I have seen the enormous benefits this project has already delivered. Safer roads, better access for pedestrians and cyclists, and a thriving visitor economy are just some of the outcomes we are now enjoying on the completed sections.

It is vital that the Council funds and finishes the final three sections, in the recommended priority order:

1.	Ellison Road to Ōtākou Fisheries Wharf (2026/27)
2.	Tidewater Drive to Ellison Road (2027/28)
3.	Portobello to Weir Road (2028/29)

However, as an advocate for the preservation of our night skies and the natural beauty of Otago Harbour, I urge the Council to ensure that lighting design for the remaining sections is done carefully and sensitively. Mistakes made on the city side of the harbour — where lighting installations have had a detrimental impact on night sky visibility and views across the harbour — must not be repeated.

The Otago Peninsula is internationally recognised for its natural heritage, and this includes the extraordinary quality of its night skies. Inappropriate lighting risks damaging the harbour's nocturnal environment and the exceptional experience of travelling the Peninsula at night. 

To support this, I recommend that lighting installed on the remaining sections of the shared path use fully shielded, downward-facing fixtures, with a warm colour temperature (ideally 2200K or lower) to minimise light pollution. Lighting should be limited to areas where it is absolutely necessary for safety, preserving the Peninsula's outstanding night sky quality, protecting nocturnal wildlife, and ensuring that the beauty of Otago Harbour by night remains intact for future generations.

The Council’s decision to include the project in the draft of the Long Term Plan is commendable. It keeps faith with the community and mana whenua, protects critical infrastructure, and invests in a world-class asset. I also extend my thanks to the Council staff whose hard work has brought us to this crucial milestone.

Let's complete Te Awa Ōtākou in a way that respects our place's safety and spirit.


Ngā mihi nui,

Dr Ian Griffin
Portobello Resident
