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WHCB Submission on Change of Parking Layout on Beach Street, Port Chalmers

The West Harbour Community Board wishes to speak to this submission.

1. No substantive changes to the layout or parking outside the Port Chalmers Library and Service Centre should be made without fully consulting affected parties, including the West Harbour Community Board, first.
 - Moving the pedestrian crossing and removing these carparks will reduce safety and accessibility around this vital community hub. Any layout and parking changes, including this consultation process, should be put on hold until affected parties have had their say on the full substantive layout and parking changes, not just the proposed new parking time limits.
- We are unsure how approving these substantive changes with no consultation of the community or the elected Community Board satisfies NZTAWK’s own expectations of community engagement and consultation.

2. The current street layout is safer for all road users than the proposed new layout.
- The new crossing placement reduces visibility for all road users, and we’re unsure how it could be approved under NZTAWK’s own safety standards for pedestrian crossings. 
- The proposed new mobility park layout is clearly unsafe. 
- The current car park layout allows Library/ Service Centre / Rolfe Room access without the need to cross any roads, or partially concealed vehicle access points.

3. We support the retention of all carparks outside the Port Chalmers Library and DCC Service Centre.
- These carparks are very important for families with young children, senior citizens, and those with reduced mobility. They are on the flat, near the front door, and have provided safe access to this community hub for decades.
- Currently the parks on both sides of Beach St right up to and beyond the railway line are regularly full, or near capacity. The loss of 8 of the 9 parks right outside the Library / Service Centre, and reduced parking all around will create significant accessibility problems for many current library users

 4. The proposed time limits for the Beach St carparks are inadequate.
 - We suggest that 3 P20 parks, with the remainder at P120, would be more suitable, considering that browsing for library books, accessing internet, storytimes, school holiday programs, museum visits reading newspapers, Rolfe Room meetings, etc... generally take more than 30 minutes.
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