Dear Dunedin City Council Members,
Subject: Maintaining Ownership of Aurora Energy – A Strategic Advantage
I am writing to urge the council to consider the substantial benefits and positive opportunities associated with retaining ownership of Aurora Energy.  This local asset not only plays a pivotal role in our community’s economic and environmental landscape but also presents unique advantages that can only be maximized under council ownership.
Economic Stability and Revenue Generation: As the owner of  Aurora the council has direct oversight and control over utility rates and policies that favor the community’s economic environment. The revenue generated from the energy company will eventually support municipal budgets and fund crucial public services, reducing the financial burden on our citizens. This self-funding mechanism is a sustainable financial model that can secure the economic future of our community.
Local Job Creation: Keeping the energy company within council control ensures that it continues to provide and potentially expand local employment opportunities. These jobs, often well-paying and inclusive of benefits, contribute significantly to our community’s economic vitality and social stability.
Innovation and Renewable Energy Commitment: Council ownership allows for more agile responses to technological advancements and shifts towards renewable energy sources. This aligns with our community’s values and commitment to sustainability, providing us a platform to lead by example in the transition towards cleaner energy solutions.
Community Accountability: Public ownership ensures that the energy company remains accountable to the residents it serves rather than external shareholders. This model fosters transparency and allows residents to have a direct say in how the company is managed through their elected representatives.
Strategic Flexibility: Maintaining ownership offers strategic flexibility to tailor services and initiatives that best meet the local needs and priorities, including special tariffs for low-income families, energy efficiency programs, and emergency support services.
In conclusion, keeping Aurora under council control offers a multifaceted advantage, supporting economic, environmental, and community goals. It is a strategic asset that empowers our community, sustains our commitments, and secures a resilient future.
Thank you for considering the continued public ownership of our valuable local energy resource.
Nāku noa, nā
Tania Sharee Williams
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