Dunedin City Council (DCC) Nine Year Plan
Submission
1. The projected rates increases of 10+% for the next three years (and 6+% beyond this period) is beyond what many people can afford and are unacceptable. I note:
· Stats NZ in its April 2025 update noted that the annual CPI change is 2.5%.
· Electricity prices are increasing markedly to fund investment in the electricity network (an omission from  the past).
· Most peoples’ incomes are changing little, if at all.
I see we are presented with two options for ‘Local Water Done Well’.  There was a third - I believe that if the Council had supported the previous New Zealand Government’s Three Waters proposal, the current proposed rates increases would be much less. The underground infrastructure is not an asset (in the broader sense of the word) – nobody wants to buy them and they only cost dollars for upgrades/renewals = They are liabilities.  Why didn’t we move them on when we could? A question for all New Zealand’s ratepayers.
If the increases as proposed are proceeded with, the Council will need to ensure its processes for rates relief are broad and do not force people to go without necessities to pay their rates.  
2. Dunedin Railways – two years at $2m.
· What is the plan?
· What is the ‘return’ to Dunedin City?
· What is the ongoing commitment?
Before any money is committed to this venture, the above questions need to be answered with a positive outcome for Dunedin and no further cost to the Dunedin ratepayers.  I do not support this proposal unless there is a long-term plan that will be adherred to and does not involve any further ratepayer money. 
I note there is no further investment in zero carbon.  Our great, great grand-children will hate us. They will say, “They knew and did bugger all”.

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute.
John Price
Macandrew Bay
DUNEDIN
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