
























From: Jenny Lapham
To: Gary Rae; Jim O"Malley; Steve Walker
Cc: Emma Christmas; Bede Morrissey; Suzie Ballantyne; Wendy Collard
Subject: FW: verbal submission today -- Lizzy Lukeman
Date: Monday, 5 September 2022 03:26:44 p.m.
Importance: High

 
 

From: Elisabeth Lukeman <lizzy.lukeman@otago.ac.nz> 
Sent: Monday, 5 September 2022 12:36 p.m.
To: Jenny Lapham <Jenny.Lapham@dcc.govt.nz>
Subject: verbal submission today -- Lizzy Lukeman
Importance: High
 
Hi Jennie

I don’t know if it’s too late, but I would like this point included in my submission to the panel,
please. I forgot to conclude this  because I was a bit emotional.  Would you mind forwarding this
to the panel?

These developer land owners often say

“Everyone deserves a beautiful view” “Everyone deserves to
build their family home in a nice area”
 
At best, their motivations for saying this are disingenious.  Land owners planning to develop are
not thinking of community good, however much they say they are.  They are thinking of bank
balances and retirement funds.

What they mean is “I want to increase my wealth and  as a byproduct 20 / 50/ 200 new
landowners can enjoy a view whilst building over what was once a pristine and
desireable piece of land of high natural value”.

However the REAL EFFECT to “the view” is:

“The view” is lost by all other people in the community now and in the future – except
for the new homeowners whose 200m houses and concreted yards now smother “the
view”, so that they can look outwards over the community.  

Current and future people in the community LOSE their view
of what was beautiful nature.  The animals, insect life, birdlife
lose their habitat. Smothered by “dream”houses.
 
The natural values of the area are obliterated and smotherd by houses.
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Abbotsford’s community identity and charm was that residents – often blue collar – were able to
brush with nature, to walk by paddocks, to see uninterrupted views, to see pukeko on the road,
for kids to fish for native in the stream.

Many residents (or people from nearby who drive or cycle) would come to walk on North Taieiri
Road, Abbots Hill Road, McMeakin Road,  to soak up the feel of countryside, nature, quiet.

It was a benefit and feature of living in Abbotsford.

The social and community and medical value of nature in our communities is undervalued. 
Nature heals.  Nature is prescribed in England for health, cancer recovery etc.  The UN and
medical research is now advising to prescribe casual brushes with real (not organised,
manicured) nature as medicine.   Where do poorer or “average” Dunedinites like me “brush with
nature”?  Walking in their local areas, soaking up peaceful natural views.  They can’t afford to
travel to Queenstown or National Parks or Melbourne.  

Yet the naturally valuable views in Abbotsford have been systematically obliterated by
development in the past 20 years.  Developing Campbell’s land is the nail in the coffin,
smothering the last uninterrupted nature from the area.

The wildlife that hasn’t been talked about … Is there.  I camped on that land, played there, rode
my pony there thousands of times, worked with dad in the macrocarpa bush there, fished for
native bullies there, watched the lizards/skinks and beautiful birdlife there for twenty plus years.
I saw it and loved it.  Of course land owners will not discuss or emphasise animals, insects and
birds being there living quietly and unobtrusively.   It is all under threat by an influx of cats
roaming and  concrete and pesticides. A retired farmer living in a new subdivision in Taeiri
Mouth told me that, oops, his cat keeps bringing dead endangered Otago skinks home to his
lounge.  One cat can wipe out a whole population.   New developments allow cats in to roam
where vulnerable animals have oases.    Lawns are the largest “crops” in New Zealand, and lawns
use more pesticides and nitrogen fertlizers than cows.  That will just all run in to Freeman’s
stream that native fish are in.

What animals do I know about that will die or be threatened with wipe out due to subdivision:

- Kaka
- Pukeko
- Large populations of Bellbirds, tui, waxeyes, wood pigeons
- Moreporks
- Lizards and skinks
- Insect life
- Native bullies and fish in the stream

The identity and habitat of Abbotsford is being built over.  More ugly sprawl outward, sacrificing
the natural views and values that Dunedin advertises itself to the world about coming to live
here due to “Nature on your doorstep”  “The Wild South”.  Really?  Sprawling suburbia.
 


