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This document is intended to provide specific requirements, guidelines and minimum engineering standards for subdivision 

and developments within the Dunedin City Council territorial area. Together with the Dunedin City District Plan, it sets out what 

the Dunedin City Council (the Council) needs from subdividers and developers to address the requirements of both the 

Resource Management Act and the ongoing management of the City’s assets.

The Resource Management Act (RMA) is concerned with promoting the sustainable management of natural and physical 

resources. Section 11 of the RMA requires local authorities to control subdivision through a district plan. The RMA provides for 

effects-based considerations which allow for new and innovative development solutions to be undertaken. However, successful 

adoption of new and innovative designs depends to some degree on certainty in the resource consent process. To date, the 

Council’s response has been mainly through rules and standards defined in the District Plan and through a prescriptive Code 

of Subdivision. 

In addition, the Council has adopted advanced asset management practices for all its works whether undertaken directly or by 

developers prior to handover of public assets to the Council. Requirements arising from asset management data collection and 

recording are also presented in this Code and related publications. 

The need to provide information for asset management purposes may result from the following activities: 

•	 Creation of Council capital works assets and development works

•	 New land subdivisions and development works which will be vested in Council for future operation and maintenance

•	 Replacement, refurbishment or rehabilitation of existing Council assets

•	 Maintenance of Council assets including repairs operations, routine and reactive maintenance

•	 Disposal of Council assets (decommissioned, abandoned or sold). 

These requirements apply both to the Council and to subdividers and developers. 

The Council does not wish to restrict innovation in developments where this provides for best environmental practice in terms 

of design and provision of services. Thus alternative methods of compliance may be submitted on a case-by-case basis for 

consideration by the Council. 

Although the Council wishes to take an approach that reduces barriers to innovation, it is acknowledged that some developments 

will be more suited to a more traditional approach with a high level of certainty. The Council has determined that this will be 

best provided for by using the New Zealand Standard NZS 4404:2004 as the base document for meeting minimum requirements, 

with a Code that provides specific design information and any Council requirements that differ from those in NZS 4404:2004. 

Notwithstanding this, the Council will consider a design approach over a traditional codified engineering approach, particularly 

for larger developments and environmentally sensitive sites. The Council recognises that NZS 4404:2004 has been recently 

revised, and will review the Code in light of the revised Standard (NZS 4404:2010) once it has had opportunity to assess its 

implications for Dunedin. 

The Council’s policies are evolving in response to environmental concerns together with service and infrastructure constraints 

within the City. These include the provision of adequate potable water supplies, treatment and disposal of wastewater, dealing 

with stormwater issues and design of roads. These are all relevant to development planning and need to be taken into account 

in development proposals.

The system now in place seeks to allow the use of alternative designs and technologies in appropriate circumstances, to be 

sufficiently flexible to allow innovation, but to also provide a degree of certainty for developers. It provides options for alternatives 

or innovative designs that a developer may wish to propose. Compliance with minimum standards is still available for those 

situations where alternatives are not desired.

Context
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The system also seeks to integrate across departments within the Council and with national directions and legislative changes. 

Accordingly, the approach to subdivision and development within the Dunedin City Council area has been considered in 

conjunction with the direction of the Local Government Act 2002 and the implications of community planning on Council 

activities and subdivision and development in the future. The approach and details of this Code will be subject to ongoing 

review to ensure the document remains current. Proposed changes will be reported to and considered by the relevant Council 

committee.

To assess applications a combined interdisciplinary process is used that enables the applicant’s representative to meet with 

Council staff from all relevant teams to examine proposals in an interactive and integrated manner. This Design and Review 

team is responsible for assessing applications or early design concepts, recognising that compromises may need to be made 

in some areas for the benefit of others. This is the essence of sustainable management and the process provides for dialogue 

between Council staff and applicants to ensure an integrated approach to decision-making. To encourage innovative design, 

developers should discuss their development concepts with the Council at an early stage. 

This process requires that sufficient information is provided by the applicants on proposals to address ongoing management, 

maintenance and asset management considerations. Each application will be assessed against specific criteria which also 

include guidelines on how to deal with issues such as asset management, private versus public ownership of infrastructure, 

and future maintenance of components in an alternative design approach. Assessment criteria are located within the District 

Plan as well as in this document. 

The Dunedin City Council has a large number of parks and reserves within the district and these are all managed as reserves 

under the Reserves Act 1977, including those not yet classified for recreation. As such, the Act requires formal easement 

agreements for underground services and right of ways. This also applies to any easements being transferred into Council 

ownership. Subdividers and developers should regard parks and reserves as private land when looking at connecting into 

existing underground services.
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Developments shall be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of Part 1, General Requirements and Procedures of 

NZS 4404:2004, except as amended and extended for Dunedin City Council requirements in the clauses below.

The Dunedin City Council has adopted Part 1 of NZS 4404:2004 with the following additions and/or alterations. All clause 

numbers refer to clauses in NZS 4404:2004.

1.2.2	 Statutory requirements – amend clause

Amend reference to “any applicable statutes, regulations and bylaws” to read “any applicable statutes, regulations, 

bylaws, standards and codes of practice”.

Amend reference to the Electricity Act 1992 to read “Electricity Act 1992 and New Zealand Code of Practice for 

Electrical Safe Distances NZECP 34:2001”.

1.5.1.1	 Documents to be submitted for design approval – amend clause

Amend the first sentence to read as follows: 

Prior to or as a condition of granting a resource consent for subdivision and/or development of land, or as otherwise 

required by the district plan, or as otherwise considered necessary by the Council when considering applications 

to carry out such works, the Council requires the documents listed in paragraphs 1.5.1.1 (a) to (d) inclusive to be 

submitted.

Add to the end of the clause:

Two copies of preliminary drawings, specifications and calculations shall be supplied to the Council. One set will 

be returned to the applicant when these have been checked by Council staff with any required amendments 

endorsed on the plans and specifications. These check prints shall be preserved intact and returned to the Council 

when the required amendments have been completed, along with two copies of the amended set of plans and 

specifications. Drawings may be provided in electronic format.

1.5.6	 Supervision of work – amend clause

Replace paragraph 2 with the following:

The Council requires completion certificates in the form given in schedules 1B and 1C to be submitted upon 

completion of work. 

1.5.9	 Maintenance – delete clause and replace with the following

The developer shall maintain the works until they are formally taken over by the Council. Formal takeover is the date 

when the Council issues the Section 224(c) certificates, or such other earlier date as may be agreed by the Council. 

For uncompleted works covered by a bond the developer shall maintain the works until a date specified in the bond 

or, if earlier than such date, the works are completed to the satisfaction of the Council.

Unless stated otherwise in the engineering approval, a defects liability period of twelve (12) months from formal 

takeover by the Council shall apply. However, the developer shall not be responsible for damage caused by other 

activities, such as building construction on completed sections, or for fair wear and tear caused by public use of 

roads. 

As-built plans, as detailed in Schedule 1D, shall be provided prior to the Council accepting the works and the issue 

of Section 224(c) certificates.

1.6.1.3	 Uncompleted works bonds – delete clause and replace with the following

The amount of any bond shall be 125% of the estimated value of the uncompleted work.

Part 1:	General Requirements and Procedures
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1.7 	 Additional requirements – add new clause

Emergency works

If during the course of the development, any situation arises associated with the development whereby, in the 

opinion of the Council, public safety, the security of public or private property, or the operation of any public facility 

or ecological site is endangered, the developer shall immediately carry out such remedial measures as the Council 

requires to remove the danger. Any work so required shall be at the expense of the developer.

If such emergency works are not immediately carried out, the Council may arrange for the necessary remedial work 

to be carried out and charge the developer the cost for carrying out the works.

Damage to existing roads, services and property

All damage to existing roads, road reserve plantings, services or private property, or any disturbance of survey 

boundary marks due to or caused by any new works, shall be the liability of the developer. All damage must be 

repaired by the developer immediately. If such remedial works are not commenced within twenty-four hours after 

being notified by the Council, the Council may arrange for the necessary work to be carried out and charged to the 

developer. This provision includes the removal of mud and debris from existing roads in the vicinity of the 

development. Removal of such debris will be necessary in the interests of traffic safety.

In any situation where the Council considers that damage to existing roads, services or private property constitutes 

a risk or potential risk to the safety of road users, pedestrians or other persons, the developer shall immediately 

repair the damage or otherwise abate the hazard or potential hazard.

Schedule 1D As-built plans – add to end of schedule

A PDF file and a DWG file or an equivalent file, approved by the Council, of the linework contained in each as-built 

in terms of either the local Cadastral Circuit or New Zealand Map Grid Coordinate system shall be supplied. 
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Design and construction of infrastructure shall be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of Part 2, Land Stability, 

Foundations and Earthworks of NZS 4404:2004.

Alternative specific proposals may be submitted with appropriate engineering information that will enable the Council to assess 

the proposal. An alternative proposal must provide a standard of development equivalent to that provided by systems 

conforming to NZS 4404:2004.

All earthworks shall also be subject to the controls in Section 17 of the Dunedin City District Plan (Plan Change 11).

Part 2:	Land Stability, Foundations & Earthworks
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Design and construction of roading and transportation infrastructure shall be undertaken in accordance with the 
requirements of Part 3, Roads of NZS 4404:2004, except as amended and extended for Dunedin City Council 
requirements in the clauses below.

Alternative specific proposals may be submitted with appropriate engineering information that will enable the 
Council to assess the proposal. An alternative system must provide a standard equivalent to that provided by 
systems conforming to NZS 4404:2004 and amendments included here.

The Dunedin City Council has adopted Part 3 of NZS 4404:2004 with the following additions and/or alterations. All 

clause numbers refer to clauses in NZS 4404:2004.

3.2.1 	 Objective – add to end of clause
Roads and transportation routes are to be established to ensure the movement of vehicles, pedestrians, cyclists 
and public transport is appropriate, safe and integrated in a manner which supports the surrounding land-use and 
minimises the impact on the environment.

In addition to being functional and safe, the road design shall aesthetically enhance and complement the land 

development through landscaping and street furniture.

3.2.3 	 Roading hierarchy and design – add to end of clause
The street and road network shall provide a high level of internal accessibility and good external connections for all 
modes of transport. The road network must also provide for convenient movement between local streets and 
higher order roads. 

The road network shall have a clear hierarchy and each road shall be designed to conform to its function in the 

network, in regards to:
•	 traffic volumes, vehicle speeds and driver behaviour
•	 on street parking
•	 sight distances
•	 provision for bus routes and stops
•	 provision for pedestrian and cyclist movements
•	 provision for waste collection vehicles
•	 lot access
•	 convenience
•	 public safety
•	 amenity
•	 the incorporation of public utilities and drainage, and
•	 streetscaping.

Local streets shall not operate as through routes for externally generated traffic (other than pedestrians, cyclists, 
and public transport).

The road design shall be clearly appropriate to its intended function within the overall roading network so that traffic 
is encouraged to use the appropriate routes in the road hierarchy.

The following measures shall be used to achieve a good road network design:

•	 The driving distance from any dwelling to the nearest collector street or higher order road shall be no more than 

500 m (or 2000 m in a rural residential precinct)

•	 No more than three turning movements at intersections or junctions shall be required in order to travel from any 

dwelling to a collector street or higher order road

•	 All residential neighbourhoods of more than 75 lots or dwelling units shall be provided with more than one 

connection to a collector street or higher order road

•	 Cul-de-sacs will be acceptable where good road network design is not compromised by their application.

Part 3:	Roads and Transportation 
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3.2.5	 Public transport – amend clause

Add the following after paragraph 1:

Access shall be provided for public transport services. Walking routes shall be provided to enable convenient 

access to public transport corridors from all locations, within minimum practical walking distances.

For a development that adjoins a current or proposed bus route, the Council may require a bus bay and bus shelter 

to be provided if the development is of a scale that could lead to a significant increase in use of public transport.

Streets and roads carrying bus routes shall allow for the efficient and unimpeded movement of buses without 

complicated turning movements and without facilitating high traffic speeds.

Replace (c) with the following:

(c)   Not less than 90% of dwelling sites are to be within the following walking distances of a bus stop:

•	 500 m – normal conditions

•	 400 m – transport disadvantaged areas

•	 600 m – low density and outer areas.

These distances are reduced by 25% in higher density or hilly areas.

(Refer to the Otago Regional Passenger Transport Plan for further information).

3.2.6 	 Classification of urban roads – delete clause and replace with the following 
The hierarchy adopted by the Dunedin City Council is not necessarily the same as that adopted for the purposes 
of road funding and maintenance. It is intended as a mechanism for identifying appropriate locations for access 
onto roads.

The hierarchy identified for the Dunedin City Council is as follows:

a)   National roads (State highways) including limited access roads

b)   Regional roads

c)   District roads

d)   Collector roads

e)   Local roads.

National and regional roads provide for the greatest level of movement with a minimum access function. They connect 

major localities and link with areas beyond the City. Some regional roads serve as bypasses around the city.

District roads provide connections between the regional roads and connect major rural, suburban, commercial and 

industrial areas.

Collector roads distribute and collect local traffic within and between neighbourhoods and link rural communities. 

They provide for traffic movement and property access. 

The primary function of local roads is to provide access to properties, rather than to act as through-routes.

The District Plan road hierarchy is shown on District Plan Maps 73 and 74.

3.3.1	 Minimum requirements –amend clause

Replace reference to Table 3.1 with reference to Table 3.1R: Dunedin City Council Urban Roading Guidelines, 

attached at the end of Part 3. (Table 3.1 is deleted.)

Add to end of clause:

The road network shall allow for the interaction of all road users and road usages to ensure that safety is maximised. 

This shall include safe, convenient and efficient property access and intersections, provided for all modes of 

transport. Designs shall incorporate an adequate system of artificial lighting which is appropriate to its location so 

as to maintain safety through periods of darkness.
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Pedestrian accessways and cycleways may also be required for connectivity purposes and in accordance with the 
Council’s policy on Cycleways, Walkways and Bridlepaths. 

Access arrangements to residential, commercial and industrial properties shall be designed so not to affect the 
function, vehicle speeds, safety, efficiency and capacity of the streets and roads. Emergency services access shall 
be maintained to all areas. Discrete accessible footpaths shall be provided.

Specifically designed swales may be an acceptable form of side drain for rural roads.

Road design shall provide a level of service which is appropriate to the City in general and the designated standard 
of the immediate area in particular, but which minimises the overall life-cycle costs. Life cycle costs shall include 
capital, finance, maintenance and rehabilitation cost. For the purposes of this criterion the life-cycle shall be taken 
as no less than 25 years. Maintenance through this period shall be those activities involved in a reasonable level of 

road reinstatement, and not include capital works.

3.3.2	 Road geometric design – add before clause 3.3.2.1

For design purposes, eight (8) vehicle movements per day per residential unit on Rural and Rural Residential lots 

shall be used. 

3.3.2.1	 Design parameters – amend clause
Amend references to Table 3.1 to Table 3.1R, attached at the end of Part 3.

3.3.3	 Pavement structural design – add to end of clause
Pavement depths shall be as established through use of the design documents, but the minimum pavement 
thickness shall be 200 mm, unless otherwise approved by the Council.

Design standards in Drawing RS-027: Slope Design and Minimum Compaction Standard (Appendix A1) shall be 
used.

3.3.3.2	 CBR tests – add to end of clause

Use of the Scala penetrometer tests to establish subgrade CBR values requires the specific approval of the Council. 

Correlation of Scala penetrometer results to actual soaked CBR tests will be required.

3.3.6	 Parking – add to end of clause
The roading proposal shall provide adequate parking both on and off the carriageway to cater for reasonable levels 
of residential, commercial and visitor parking, which will be required both as a consequence of land development 
and of access to other adjacent land areas which are, or might reasonably be expected to be, developed. Parking 
shall not unreasonably inhibit passage, access, or safety on the road. Parking requirements shall take into account 
the density of development and its proximity to public transport.

3.3.7	 Intersection design – amend clause
Amend references to Figure 3.3 to Drawing RS-024: Minimum Traffic Sight Lines At Non-Signalised Intersections, 
attached in Appendix A1 to this Code.

Add after paragraph 4:

Design of intersections in rural and rural-residential areas shall be in accordance with Drawing RS-026 (Appendix 

A1).

3.3.10	 Bus bays – replace existing clause with the following

Widening for bus bays will be subject to specific design.

3.3.12	 Footpaths, pedestrian accessways, cycleways, berms – add before clause 3.3.12.1

A network of paths and cycleways shall be provided having regard to:

•	 opportunities to link residents to open space networks and community facilities, including public transport stops, 

local activity centres and schools
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•	 likely trip purpose
•	 topography
•	 pedestrian and cyclist safety
•	 cost effectiveness
•	 likely user volumes and types
•	 convenience, and
•	 compliance with Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) guidelines and the Council’s 

Pedestrian Strategy.

Pedestrian paths and cycleways shall be well lit, and be located where there is casual surveillance from nearby 

premises.

A pedestrian accessway shall not be used as a secondary flow path for stormwater without the specific approval of 

the Council.

3.3.12.1	 Footpaths, pedestrian accessways, berms: Urban – amend clause

Add the following to the end of paragraph 2:

A 1 metre permeable strip shall be provided between the footpath and the property boundary except where this is 

impracticable. This strip shall either be grassed or shall be finished with landscape plantings or permeable materials 

approved by the Council.

Add the following after paragraph 4:

Footpath crossfall shall not exceed 3%.

Amend the minimum width of pedestrian accessways as follows:

Pedestrian accessways shall have a minimum width of 3 m.

3.3.12.3	 Cycleways – add to end of clause

All cycle design shall comply with the Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) Guidelines and the 

Council’s Cycling Strategy.

3.3.12.4	 Footpath and cycleway surfacing – add to end of clause

All footpath and cycling surfacing shall be required to have the Council’s approval.

3.3.13	 Traffic services, signage and road furniture – add to end of clause

All poles, sign posts, power poles, street lights and street furniture set in a grass berm shall be surrounded with a 

300 mm wide concrete mowing strip, finished level with the grass berm.

3.3.18	 Multi-unit non public accesses (urban and rural) – amend clause

Amend references to Table 3.1 to Table 3.1R, attached at the end of Part 3.

3.3.19	 Crossings – add before clause 3.3.19.1

Vehicles shall be able to enter or reverse from a lot or site in a single movement without having to cross the verge 

area of another property (except where access easements apply) unless Council approval is obtained.

3.3.19.1	 Urban (crossings) – add to end of clause

Where traffic volumes exceed 3,000 vpd or design speeds exceed 50 km/h, safe crossings shall be created with 

the use of pedestrian refuges, geometry or other appropriate mechanisms in accordance with Austroads Guide to 

Traffic Engineering Practice, Part 13: Pedestrians and Part 14: Bicycles.

3.3.21	 Road drainage – add before clause 3.3.21.1

The road design shall include provision for a low maintenance formalized stormwater drainage system which 

ensures that all trafficable areas, parking areas or pedestrian walkways are kept free of surface water in accordance 
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with the Stormwater Performance Criteria and maintain a safe operating surface. The drainage system shall include 

measures to adequately mitigate the effects of stormwater runoff, by controlling peak discharges and providing 

appropriate stormwater treatment.

3.3.21.4	 Kerbs and channels – amend clause

Amend reference to Figure 3.12 to Drawing RS-030: Kerb and Channel Details, attached in Appendix A1.

3.3.21.5	 Sumps – add to end of clause

Approved sump details are shown in Drawings RS-028 and RS-029 (Appendix A1). Syphon bends, 225 mm 

minimum diameter or similar debris and silt separation traps shall be fitted to all outlets connected to a reticulated 

stormwater disposal system.

3.4.11	 Deflection testing prior to surfacing – add to end of clause

The Council will consider alternative means of testing in situations where the Benkelman beam method is not 

appropriate.

3.5 	 Additional requirements – add new clause

Traffic signals

Traffic signal equipment installation shall meet the requirements of the National Specification for the Installation and 

Modification for Traffic Signals.

Work in roads

Work undertaken on Council-owned roads shall be undertaken in accordance with Standards New Zealand 

Handbook SNZHB 2002:2003 Code of Practice for Working in the Road, except as modified by the schedule titled 

Dunedin City Council Schedule of Special Conditions to SNZHB 2002:2003 Code of Practice for Working in the 

Road.

Position of services

See Drawing RS-025: Typical Cross Section Services for recommended position of services within the road reserve 

(Appendix A1).

Alternative positions may be acceptable if approved by the Council and Utility Companies.

Additional standard drawings 

The drawings listed below and attached in Appendix A1 are standard arrangement drawings relating to roading 

and are additional to those in NZS4404:2004. 

Drawing Title

RS-024 Minimum Traffic Sight Lines at Non-signalised Intersections

RS-025 Typical Cross Section Services 

RS-026 Rural/Rural Residential Road Intersections

RS-027 Slope Design and Minimum Compaction Standard

RS-028 Stormwater Superpits

RS-029 Catchpit Details

RS-030 Kerb and Channel Details
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Table 3.1R: Dunedin City Council Urban Roading Guidelines
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Under normal circumstances design and construction of stormwater systems shall be undertaken in accordance with the 

requirements of Part 4, Stormwater of NZS 4404:2004, except as amended and extended for Dunedin City Council requirements 

in the clauses below.

In appropriate circumstances alternative specific proposals may be submitted with appropriate engineering information that will 

enable the Council to assess the proposal. An alternative system must provide a standard of stormwater system equivalent to 

that provided by systems conforming to NZS 4404:2004 and amendments included herewith, to ensure personal safety, 

minimise the risk of surface water flooding to acceptable levels, protect public and private property from inundation, and 

minimise damage to the environment from the adverse effects of stormwater runoff. 

The Dunedin City Council has adopted Part 4 of NZS 4404:2004 with the following additions and/or alterations. All clause 

numbers refer to clauses in NZS 4404:2004.

4.1	 Scope – add to end of clause

The Council will consider the utilisation and enhancement of natural systems for stormwater treatment and 

integration into the environment through subdivision and development design. When assessing proposals for 

subdivision and development the Council will look to:

•	 Encourage stormwater management methods that mimic natural runoff patterns

•	 Protect and enhance riparian vegetation

•	 Maintain sufficient water flows for healthy aquatic life

•	 Restore any degraded or piped channelled streams

•	 Encourage the use of swales within road reserves

•	 Promote the use of low impact design for development

•	 Consider on site disposal where practicable

•	 Encourage the fencing off of stock from water bodies and their margins

•	 Promote the use of soft engineering or bioengineering solutions

•	 Avoid straightening of streams.

Council promotes the efficient use of water resources within subdivision and development through the use of 

stormwater as a water resource for non-potable uses. When assessing proposals for subdivision and development 

the Council will look to:

•	 Promote the use of stormwater methods that minimise, retain, treat and reuse stormwater runoff within the 

development for non-potable uses such as irrigation, fire fighting, etc

•	 Ensure that stormwater water quality is of a standard suitable for the proposed use, where it will be used in 

contact with people

•	 Ensure that stormwater quality takes into account habitat requirements.

4.2.1	 Objectives – add to end of clause

A stormwater drainage system is required that ensures personal safety, minimises the risk of surface water flooding 

to acceptable levels, protects public and private property from inundation, and minimises damage to the environment 

from the adverse effects of stormwater runoff. 

The Council seeks to have high standard sustainable stormwater systems that minimise the effects of flooding, 

erosion and water pollution. Use of natural storage and retention of surface water will assist to achieve this, with 

some flooding of a temporary nature. Careful design of secondary flow paths will reduce potential for damage in 

flood conditions. Such designs should include provision of measures to restrict damage by flood such as locating 

dwellings to provide freeboard, prevent restriction of the flow path, creating gradients (where topography allows) 

which will not induce erosion, and incorporating measures to control erosion. 

Part 4:	Stormwater Drainage
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The New Zealand Building Code Section E1 contains design procedures that may be used in private property 

situations.

Stormwater systems shall be designed as part of an integrated approach to catchment and runoff management, 

considering:

•	 Measures to avoid adverse impacts on the water quality of receiving waters

•	 Measures to avoid increases in peak and total runoff

•	 Measures to allow for reuse of stormwater as a water resource taking into account the requirements for a water 

quality standard suitable for the intended use.

Stormwater systems shall minimise environmental impacts, which includes pollution of waterways, coastal and 

marine environments, erosion and habitats. The Council will consider alternative stormwater systems, which will 

have low impact on the receiving environment. This includes reduced pavement areas, permeable pavements, 

wetlands, ponds, swales, soak pits and attenuating devices in order to minimise environmental concerns and 

maintenance expenditure. 

A stormwater management plan shall be formulated for the development.

The following documents provide best practice guidelines to assist in preparation of stormwater management 

plans:

•	 Environment Canterbury, 2007 “Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines for Small Sites”.
•	 ARC Technical Publication No. 90 Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines for Land Disturbing Activities in the 

Auckland Region, March 1999. 
•	 Environment Canterbury, 2007 “Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines for the Canterbury Region” Report No. 

CRCR06/23. 

The stormwater management system shall:

•	 Prevent, as far as is practicable, the regular flooding of property and the damage which results from such 

flooding
•	 Minimise, as far as is practicable, the regular and prolonged flooding of roadways
•	 Provide a level of service which in no circumstance is less than that provided to the surrounding environment
•	 Provide for potential upstream development of the stormwater catchment.

Both open and closed stormwater system shall use safe and durable materials and be constructed to minimise the 

likelihood of leakage and infiltration and to withstand anticipated pressures and loads. Materials used in the 

stormwater system shall be compatible with the Council’s existing systems and approved Schedule of Materials.

Stormwater systems shall be positioned so as to be easily located, provide reasonable access for maintenance 

and be constructed in a manner that enables easy isolation and replacement or repair of faults. Where open 

stormwater systems, including secondary flow paths, are proposed to cross public land, the Council’s Community 

and Recreation Services department should be consulted.

4.2.3	 Local authorities’ requirements – add to end of clause
The Dunedin City District Plan specifies zones in which it is required that all allotments shall have reticulated 

stormwater available within the allotment or have reticulated stormwater or kerb and channel or watertables 

available within the road providing access (Rule 18.5.6(c) of the District Plan). In these zones the Council will not 

grant subdivision approval where this service is not available, unless the consent holder upgrades or extends the 

service to the Council’s satisfaction or an alternative solution is approved by the Council.

Dunedin City Council and Otago Regional Council hold significant information concerning catchments, flood plains, 

flood levels, waterways and existing systems. Developers should approach the Councils and obtain any relevant 

information held that may be relevant to a proposed development.
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4.2.8	 Catchments and off-site effects – add to end of clause

As far as possible stormwater systems shall provide for source control systems for stormwater runoff such as on-

site soakage and detention or other measures to reduce peak flows.

Stormwater systems shall be provided so that any new development results in an insignificant increase of runoff 

into the receiving body up to the 1 in 10 year event wherever possible, or, if not possible, result in a minimal increase 

for which adverse effects are no more than minor.

4.3	 Design – add before clause 4.3.1

Stormwater systems shall be designed in a way which, while meeting other criteria, minimise the overall life-cycle 

costs inclusive of capital, maintenance and rehabilitation costs. For the purposes of this criteria, the life-cycle shall 

be taken as no less than:

•	 Pipe work, appurtenances, all associated concrete work, tankage and detention structures: 80 years

•	 Mechanical and electrical plant, with provision made for easy maintenance and replacement: 25 years.

4.3.1.2	 Information to be provided – add to end of clause

The information requirements outlined in the first set of sub-paragraphs (a) to (e) and subparagraphs (a), (c) and (d) from 

the second set are to accompany resource consent applications. The other information requirements are generally 

required for plan and specification approvals, but may be required for assessment of resource consent applications.

4.3.2.5.1	 Design storms – amend clause

Replace the table in clause 4.3.2.5.1 with the following table:

Function AEP % Return period

Primary protection 10 10

Primary protection in areas where secondary flow paths are not available 
or are through private property

1 100

Secondary protection 1 100

4.3.3.1	 Location and alignment of stormwater mains – add to end of clause

In general curved pipelines are not acceptable. However the Council may accept curved alignments for large 

pipelines and culverts which are able to be traversed by people.

4.3.3.2	 Pipe materials – add to end of clause

The following pipe materials are not acceptable:

•	 Corrugated aluminium pipe 

•	 Corrugated steel pipe.

4.3.3.3	 Building over pipelines – add to end of clause

Only in exceptional circumstances will building over pipelines be permitted.

4.3.3.5	 Minimum pipe sizes – delete clause and replace with the following

Minimum pipe sizes, unless otherwise specified, shall be as set out in the following table. A pipe size shall be not 

less than the size of an incoming pipe.

Size (internal diameter) Function

150 mm Serving up to three properties, but not including sumps of any type.

225 mm Stormwater mains serving one sump. Single sump outlets.

300 mm Stormwater mains serving two or more sumps. Double sump outlets. Culverts, 
including for driveways.
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4.3.3.6	 Minimum cover – add to end of clause

Minimum cover shall be in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations, but shall be no less than:

•	 under carriageways – 750 mm below surface level

•	 in other situations – 750 mm below ground level where subject to vehicle loading, or otherwise 600 mm.

Where this is not possible due to topography, concrete protection shall be provided to the satisfaction of Council.

4.3.3.10	 Inlets and outlets – add to end of clause

For pipelines up to 900 mm diameter:

Approved type structures shall be constructed at the inlets and outlets of pipelines. An acceptable type of concrete 

structure is shown on Drawings 10318 to 10321 (Appendix A1 to this Code). Provision must be made for energy 

dissipation unless it is demonstrated by the subdividing owner that outlet velocities and soil conditions are such as 

to make this unnecessary. The design shall ensure non-scouring velocities at the point of discharge.

Headwall heights shall be calculated from the formula:

H = 1.5 x V2 + d
19.62 2000

where:

H = Headwall height in metres above pipe invert 

V = Full pipe velocity in metres per second

d = Pipe diameter in mm

Gratings shall be provided on all intakes in accordance with the details shown on Drawings 10318 to 10321.

For pipelines over 900 mm diameter:

These structures will be the subject of specific design, to be approved by the Council. 

4.3.4	 Manholes – add before clause 4.3.4.1

In this stormwater drainage section some manhole details are included as particularly relevant to stormwater. 

However, details of manholes under Part 5: Wastewater, clauses 5.3.6.4.1 to 5.3.6.4.8, together with amendments, 

shall apply equally to stormwater manholes.

4.3.4.1	 Standard manholes – add to end of clause

Drawings 10323, 10329 and 10330 as attached in Appendix A1 may also be utilised for stormwater systems. 

4.3.5	 Waterways – add before clause 4.3.5.1

Watercourses shall remain in a natural state wherever possible. Channel lining shall only be considered where 

planned maintenance is not considered appropriate or there is threat to life or property. Any lining shall be carried 

out in a manner and by a method that is sensitive to the surrounding environment. 

Any work in watercourses apart from minor maintenance may be the subject of a separate resource consent from 

the Otago Regional Council. 

Watercourses will not be accepted by Dunedin City Council for vesting as public infrastructure.

An information sheet is available from the Water and Waste Services Department on requirements relating to existing 

watercourses.

The developer is reminded that no water shall enter any building in a 50 year flood event and if flood levels in 

watercourses are calculated to be above the top of the bank the minimum floor levels shall be specified and will be 

recorded by way of a Consent Notice registered on the certificate of title. – Note that the design standard for 

stormwater pipework is a 1 in 10 year return period and for secondary flow paths a 1 in 100 year return period. 

Refer also to Clauses E1-3.1 and E1-3.2 of the New Zealand Building Code 1992 with amendments to 2003. 
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4.3.6	 Water quantity and quality control – add to end of clause
Water quality ponds (wet ponds), wetlands, or other effective treatment facilities shall be constructed for any new 
development where practical.

Pre-treatment devices may be constructed to prevent floating contaminants and debris entering into the wet ponds 
or other treatment systems.

The design and construction of any treatment facilities shall be undertaken in such a way that future maintenance can 

be readily carried out.

4.3.7.1	 Individual lots and developments – amend clause
Replace the first sentence with the following:

The connection of individual lots and developments to a stormwater system shall meet the following requirements, 
unless otherwise approved by the Council:

Add the following to paragraph (a):

The stormwater connection shall generally be to a piped stormwater system but where the topography permits the 
stormwater may be piped to the road channel.

Replace paragraph (c) with the following:

Each stormwater connection shall be capable of serving the whole building area of the lot, except where the 
Council agrees this requirement is unreasonable and it can be shown that the proposed connection is adequate 
for a predetermined building location and floor plan.

Replace paragraph (e) with the following:

The minimum internal diameter of connections shall be:

•	 100 mm for domestic lots
•	 150 mm for commercial/industrial lots
•	 200 mm for connections serving three or more dwellings or premises (unless otherwise approved by Dunedin 

City Council).

For an impervious area up to 600 m2, where the stormwater service will be provided by the street channel, two 80 
mm diameter drain pipes spaced 600 mm apart shall be constructed to within the allotment and will terminate in 
an inspection opening (details are shown on Drawing 10317 in Appendix A1). For impervious areas larger than 600 
m2, specific design details must be approved by the Council.

Replace paragraph (g) with the following:

Where the stormwater pipeline is outside the lot, the connection shall be extended to the boundary of the allotment. 
The maximum length of that connection shall be 30 m. Where the connection will cross more than one allotment 
boundary, the prior approval of the Council shall be obtained before the installation is made. Where a stormwater 
sewer, open or piped watercourse exists within the allotment no connection for the allotment need be provided.

Replace paragraph (h) with the following:

Connection to an alternative stormwater disposal system (such as vegetated swales, soakpits, soakage basins) 
may be acceptable, provided that the system meets the Council’s requirements and any Otago Regional Council 
requirements.

Refer to clause E1-9.0 of New Zealand Building Code 1992 with amendments to 2003 for soakpit disposal 

guidelines and typical soakpit construction.

Replace paragraph (i) with the following:

Each connection shall be marked b y a 50 mm x 50 mm timber stake with the top painted green, (H3 treated pine 

or better) extending from below invert level of the connection to 600 mm above ground level. Location of the 

connection shall be accurately indicated on the as-built plan.
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All connections to reticulation lines shall be sealed either by a factory sealed stopper or a plug fixed with a rubber 

ring and held with stainless steel wire.

4.3.7.2	 Connection of lateral pipelines to mains – add to end of clause
Unless required otherwise by the Council, where a connection is deeper than 1.8 m below ground level a ramped 

riser shall be constructed to bring the connection to within 1.2 m of ground level subject to the connection providing 

reasonable service to the site. 

Where an extended connection is to be taken from a sewer to the boundary of another allotment, a ramped riser 

need not be used and the extended connection may be sloped up at a continuous gradient from the sewer 

terminating just inside the allotment to be served, at sufficient depth to drain the building site.

4.3.8.2	 Soak pits – add to end of clause

The use of soakpits for stormwater disposal is subject to the specific approval of the Council.

In areas with satisfactory soakage the Council may require on-site disposal through soakpits.

4.3.9	 Easements – delete clause and replace with the following
Easements are required for protection of public stormwater pipelines, subsoil drains, waterways and secondary flow 

paths, when these are located in private property and parks and reserves.

Easements are also necessary where private pipelines serving one property cross another. Parks and reserves 

should also be regarded as private land in this respect, and the Reserves Act 1977 requires formal easement 

agreements for underground services. This also applies to any easements being transferred into Council 

ownership.

Pipeline easements shall be a minimum of 3 m wide, centred on the as-built pipeline, and must provide unlimited 

and unrestricted access for the Council to undertake maintenance work. Where pipes are laid to depths of 2 m or 

more, greater easement widths may be required to facilitate maintenance.

4.3.12.2	 Estimation of surface water runoff – add to end of clause
In respect of runoff coefficients from land in the Residential 1 to Residential 4 zones, the coefficients shall be as 

shown in the chart below.

Zone Overall Runoff Coefficient 

Residential 1 45%

Residential 2 65%

Residential 3 70%

Residential 4 75%

Where the subdivision is in the Activity Areas or Industrial Zone the Runoff Coefficient will be determined in consultation 

with the Council.

4.3.12.2.2	Rainfall intensity and time of concentration – delete clause and replace with the following

Rainfall intensity data shall be taken from the Dunedin City Council Method for Calculating Rainfall Intensity. This is 

available from the Council’s Water and Waste Services Department.

4.4.1	 Construction standard specifications – delete clause and replace with the following

Construction specifications shall be subject to approval by the Council. Refer to Standard Drawings 10322, 10324 

to 10328, 10334 and 10335 for pipe construction details.

Low impact designs and other alternative specific proposals shall have construction details referenced to an 

appropriate design guide and/or have full construction details provided, with appropriate supporting engineering 

information.
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4.4.2	 Pipeline construction – add to end of clause

No drainage reticulation work shall commence until written approval to proceed has been received from the 

Council. 

4.5	 Additional requirements – add new clause

Work in roads

Work undertaken on Council owned roads shall be undertaken in accordance with NZTA Temporary Traffic 

Management for Local Roads: Supplement to NZTA Code of Practice for Temporary Traffic Management – latest 

edition. Staff involved shall be suitably qualified in accordance with the above code.

Waterways

Where open watercourses are to form part of the land drainage system this shall be determined at resource consent 

application approval stage, and the subdividing owner shall submit sufficient engineering design to enable the Council 

to evaluate the proposals.

Drains in common

Drains in common may be used for subdivisions where:

a)	 restraints make the provision of separate drains impracticable, or

b)	 the property boundary is more than 30 m from an available outfall or the building is more than 60 m from an 

available outfall, or

c)	 specific approval has been obtained from the Council.

Drains in common shall comply with the following:

i)	 The drain shall provide service to no more than three household units or three allotments. No part of the drain 

in common is to have been laid prior to 1960. Existing drains proposed to be drains in common shall have 

rubber ring joints. Any part of a proposed drain in common not meeting these requirements shall be 

upgraded

ii)	 An inspection chamber shall be provided at each junction of a drain and the drain in common. (Note: An 

acceptable solution is defined in the Building Code G13 ASI, Inspection Chamber with Open Drain, Fig. 11 and 

12)

iii)	 The responsibilities of landowners who own the drain in common shall be established by a consent notice on 

the certificates of title.

In creating a drain in common, the following conditions shall apply:

i)	 Up to but no more than three household units or allotments may combine on a 100 mm drain where grades 

and alignment permit

ii)	 Where a subdivider wishes to connect to an existing 100 mm drain, the Technical Support Officer, Building Control 

must be satisfied that the existing drain is suitable in all respects. All expenses incurred in testing shall be a charge 

on the subdivider.

Types of drain

Common drain: A common drain is a private drain which serves one lot regardless of the number of dwellings on 

that lot and regardless of whether it traverses adjacent lots. 

Drain in common: Drains with appropriate easements serving more than one lot will be considered drains in 

common, as will the section of drain within the road reserve between the lots served by it and the pipeline to which 

it connects.
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Public stormwater sewer: Public stormwater sewers include:

•	 Any stormwater sewer or pipeline which serves more than one lot except where a private drain-in-common 

situation applies as defined above

•	 Any drain so declared under Section 462 of the Local Government Act.

Inspection of sewers prior to approval

Prior to acceptance by Council all wastewater sewers and stormwater sewers shall be inspected by CCTV inspection 

equipment to confirm conformance with construction standards. Inspection is to be carried out in accordance with 

the NZ Pipe Inspection Manual 3rd Edition. Deliverables are to be a video record in DVD format, and inspection sheets 

produced by Clearflow or Flexidata.

Additional standard drawings

The drawings listed below and as attached are standard arrangement drawings relating to stormwater and are 

additional to those in NZS4404:2004. 

Drawing Title

10317 Connection of Stormwater Drains to Kerb and Channel

10318 Detail of Intake and Outlet without Vertical Grate and Sill

10319 Detail of Intake and Outlet with Vertical Grate 

10320 Detail of Intake and Outlet with Inlet Sill

10321 Detail of Intake and Outlet with Inlet Sill and Vertical Grate 

10322 Concrete Haunching for Rubber Ring Jointed Pipes 100 mm-600 mm Pipes

10323 Drop Installation Precast Manhole

10324 Pipe Bedding Detail

10325 Cut-off Walls and Trench Drainage for DN 150 to DN 300 Sewers

10326 Thrust/Anchor Blocks for DN 100 to DN 375 Mains – Sheet 1

10327 Thrust/Anchor Blocks for DN 100 to DN 375 Mains – Sheet 2

10328 Bulkheads and Trench Drainage for DN 150 and DN 300 Sewers

10329 Precast Manhole for uPVC Pipes Granular Bedding and Surround

10330 Precast Manholes with Approved Cover and Frame

10334 Bedding, Backfill and Surface Reinstatement
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Design and construction of wastewater systems shall be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of Part 

5, Wastewater of NZS 4404:2004, except as amended and extended for Dunedin City Council requirements in the 

clauses below.

Alternative specific proposals may be submitted with appropriate engineering information that will enable the Council 

to assess the proposal. An alternative system must provide a standard of wastewater system equivalent to that 

provided by systems conforming to NZS 4404:2004 and amendments included herewith.

The Dunedin City Council has adopted Part 5 of NZS 4404:2004 with the following additions and/or alterations. All 

clause numbers refer to clauses in NZS 4404:2004.

5.1 	 Scope – add to end of clause
The Dunedin City District Plan specifies zones in which it is required that all allotments shall have reticulated 
sewerage infrastructure available within the allotment or within the road providing access (Rule 18.5.6(a) of the 
District Plan). In these zones the Council will not grant subdivision approval where this service is not available, 
unless the consent holder upgrades or extends the service to the Council’s satisfaction or an alternative solution is 
approved by the Council.

Alternative designs

In appropriate circumstances the Dunedin City Council is prepared to consider alternative wastewater systems 
providing they meet overall design principles and performance criteria. A relevant consideration with these 
alternatives is that they make efficient use of available resources and are sustainable in the longer term. 

The focus of the design shall be on providing reliable, affordable and environmentally acceptable wastewater 
collection, treatment and disposal systems that protect the public health and safety, and the environment and 
which are adequate to meet present and future needs. The wastewater system proposed shall result in minimal 
disturbance to the site and natural water systems.

Relevant requirements from this Section shall be applied to alternative supplies, including non-reticulated systems, 

particularly regarding:

•	 capacity

•	 clearances

•	 design life and durability.

On-site wastewater systems shall be specifically designed. 

5.2 	 General – add before clause 5.2.1

Wastewater systems are required to collect, treat and dispose of wastewater and wastewater products in a manner 

that minimises adverse effects on the environment and safeguards the population from injury and illness caused by 

infection or contamination resulting from exposure to wastewater.

The Council is seeking to have reliable, affordable and environmentally acceptable wastewater collection and 

disposal systems that protect the public health and safety, and the environment and which are adequate to meet 

present and future needs.

Where the Council’s wastewater network is available to service developments then each lot within the development 

shall be provided with a connection to a piped wastewater system connecting to the Council’s system, unless 

alternatives are approved by the Council, subject to complying with the Council’s trade waste bylaws.

The wastewater system shall use safe and durable materials which are compatible with their immediate surroundings, 

are constructed to eliminate the likelihood of leakage and infiltration and able to withstand anticipated pressures 

and loads. Materials used in the wastewater system shall be compatible with Council’s existing wastewater systems 

and approved Schedule of Materials.

Part 5:	Wastewater
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Wastewater systems shall be positioned so as to be easily located, provide reasonable access for maintenance 

and be constructed in a manner that enables easy isolation and replacement or repair of faults. 

The wastewater system shall have adequate alarms, standby pump capacity, access points or other emergency 

provisions to minimise the risk and extent of loss of service due to failure, or maintenance requirements.

Private wastewater systems, including septic tanks and privately owned and operated treatment plants, shall be 

considered on a case by case basis. Secondary treatment systems are the preferred option. Private wastewater 

systems shall generally only be permitted where they achieve the least adverse effects on the environment (including 

consideration of economic life-cycle costs) and it can be demonstrated that sustainable management systems are 

in place for their long term operation and funding.

5.2.1	 Objectives – amend clause

Replace

“(a)  A single gravity connection for each property”

with the following

“(a)  A single connection for each property or an alternative disposal system”.

5.2.2	 Referenced documents and relevant guidelines – add to end of clause

Nothing shall justify a level of service which is inferior to that provided to existing properties of a comparable use, 

or is inconsistent with the service levels required for the specific zone. All aspects of wastewater systems within the 

Dunedin City territorial area shall be undertaken in accordance with the relevant bylaws and all other relevant 

regulations.

5.3	 Design – add to end of clause (before clause 5.3.1)

Underground piped reticulation shall convey wastewater to an approved discharge point, in a manner that ensures 

good public health and minimises adverse effects on the environment. 

The design shall incorporate any downstream improvements required as a result of the works.

Wastewater disposal and treatment systems shall be designed in a way that minimises the overall life-cycle costs 

inclusive of capital, operating, maintenance and rehabilitation costs. For the purposes of this criterion, the life-cycle 

of specific components shall be taken as no less than:

•	 Pipe work, appurtenances, all associated concrete work, tankage and detention structures: 80 years

•	 Mechanical and electrical plant, with provision made for easy maintenance and replacement: 25 years.

5.3.1.2	 Catchment design – add to end of clause

The wastewater system design shall demonstrate that the design has considered, and will allow for adequate 

capacity to meet reasonable expected future demand.

The wastewater drainage system shall be designed to serve the whole of the natural upstream catchment area. 

Flows shall be calculated assuming complete development to the extent defined in the current district plan.

The capacity of the existing wastewater system up to the point of connection to existing Council mains shall be 

checked and assessed on the basis of a fully developed catchment. Where existing mains are required to be 

upgraded, those mains shall be designed and constructed on the basis of full development of the catchment.

The cost of increased pipe size to service future development will be apportioned between the applicant and the 

Council, agreed with the Council prior to construction, and applied to development contributions over the area of 

benefit.
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5.3.2.2	 Scheme layout – add to end of clause

Pipe locations should be kept within the road reserve or other public open space, except where topography does 

not practically permit this. 

5.3.2.6	 Vertical curves – delete clause and replace with the following:

In general vertical curves are not acceptable. However the Council may consider special case situations where 

normal straight grades are impractical. In these cases specific designs, supported by appropriate information shall 

be provided to enable the Council to evaluate the proposals.

5.3.4	 Easements – delete clause and replace with the following:
Easements are required for protection of public wastewater pipelines that are located in private property and parks 
and reserves. 

Easements are also necessary where private pipelines serving one property cross another. Parks and reserves 
should be regarded as private land in this respect, and the Reserves Act 1977 requires formal easement agreements 
for underground services. This also applies to any easements being transferred into Council ownership. 

Easements shall be centred on the as-built position of the pipeline. The easement shall be a minimum of 3 m wide 
and provide unlimited and unrestricted access for the Council to undertake maintenance work. Where pipes are 

laid to depths of 2 m or more, greater easement widths may be required to facilitate maintenance.

5.3.5.1	 Design flow – delete clause and replace with the following
The design flow comprises domestic wastewater, commercial and industrial wastewater, infiltration and direct 
ingress of stormwater.

The wastewater system shall be capable of carrying and treating the peak flows anticipated during the economic 
lifecycle of the system, with due allowance for ground and surface water inflow and infiltration. Population density shall 
be based on proposed use but in no circumstance provide for less than a minimum of 45 persons per hectare or 3 
persons per household for the urban area.

Reticulated design flows shall be not less than the following:

(a)	 Residential flows:

•	 Average dry weather flow (ADWF) 270 l/head/day
•	 Dry weather diurnal peaking factor 2
•	 Wet weather diurnal peaking factor 3 
•	 3.5 persons per dwelling.

(b)	 Commercial and light industrial flow:

Where flows from a particular industry or commercial development are known they should be used as the basis 
of design.

Where there is no specific information available the average dry weather flow shall be as set out in Table 5.2 of NZS 

4404:2004. These flows include both sanitary wastewater and trade wastes, and include peaking factors.

5.3.5.5	 Minimum grades for self-cleaning – add to end of clause

All wastewater systems shall be designed so that they are self cleansing with current or expected peak dry weather 

flows.

5.3.5.7	 Minimum cover – add to end of clause

Minimum cover requirements shall be in accordance with manufacturer’s requirements but shall be no less than:

•	 Under carriageways – 750 mm below surface level

•	 In other situations – 750 mm below ground level where subject to vehicle loading, or otherwise 600 mm.

Where this is not possible due to topography, concrete protection shall be provided to the Council’s satisfaction.
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5.3.6.1	 Maintenance structures – General – delete clause and replace with the following

This section describes the requirements for structures which permit access to the wastewater system for 

maintenance. Only manholes are permitted.

5.3.6.2	 Location of maintenance structures – amend clause 

Delete Table 5.7 and references to it.

5.3.6.3	 Maintenance structure spacing – delete clause and replace with the following 

Manholes shall be provided at a spacing not exceeding 100 m. A manhole shall be located as close as practicable 

to the end of any pipeline.

5.3.6.4	 Manholes – add before clause 5.3.6.4.1 

Standard manholes 

Circular manholes are to have a minimum internal diameter of 1050 mm and are to be used on pipelines up to and 

including 600 mm diameter and be constructed as detailed on Drawing 10330 (attached in Appendix A1). Refer 

also to Drawing 10323.

Precast manholes shall consist of centrifugally spun 1050 mm diameter concrete pipes to Class S standard.

The method of joining the precast sections shall be strictly in accordance with the recommendations of the 

precaster, and when using a proprietary jointing compound or adhesive, in conformity with the manufacturer’s 

instructions, to provide a watertight structure to the Council’s satisfaction.

Deep manholes 

Where manholes are more than 5 m deep they shall be specifically designed, to the approval of Council.

Shallow manholes 

The minimum depth of any manhole is 900mm. 

Manholes on larger pipelines 

Manholes on wastewater pipelines more than 600 mm diameter will be specifically designed and constructed to 

details approved by the Council.

For deep special manholes it may be more economical to construct the lower portion to the required larger 

dimensions with the standard 1050 mm diameter riser supported on a reinforced concrete slab on the lower large 

diameter chamber.

Curvature on the pipeline may be permitted providing that joint deflections are within the limits of the manufacturer’s 

recommendations. Any pipeline curvature shall be the subject of specific approval by the Council.

Manholes in soft ground 

Where a manhole is to be constructed in soft ground, the area under the manhole shall be undercut down to solid 

and back-filled with suitable hardfill to provide a minimum of 100 KPa bearing strength.

5.3.6.4.7	 Covers – add to end of clause

Manhole covers and frames shall be standard Dunedin City Council, Water and Waste Services Department design. 

Heavy duty and light duty covers are to be manufactured of high quality grey iron, coated with a bituminous 

protective compound.

Light hinged covers may be used in areas of foot traffic only. In all other circumstances a heavy duty cover will be 

used.
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5.3.6.5	 Maintenance shafts (MSs) – delete clause and replace with the following 

Maintenance shafts are not permitted.

5.3.6.6	 Terminal maintenance shafts (TMSs) – delete clause and replace with the following 

Terminal maintenance shafts are not permitted.

5.3.8.1	 Pipeline materials – add to end of clause

The designer shall be responsible for selection of appropriate pipe materials from the approved list as below and 

conforming to the nominated standards:

a)	 Concrete pipe to NZS 3107

b)	 Ceramic pipes to NZS 3302

c)	 HDPE pipes to NZS 7604 or AS 1159

d)	 uPVC pipes to AS/NZS 1260

e)	 Glass reinforced plastic pipe to AS 3571

f)	 MDPE pipes to AS 1159.

Where uPVC pipe is to be used and the constructed pipe is to be taken over as a Council owned asset it shall have 

a stiffness rating of SN16 as detailed in NZS/AS 1260:1999. In all other situations uPVC pipe will be to the 

requirements of the New Zealand Building Code Approved Document G13 (Foul Water).

Other pipes may be permitted subject to the specific approval of the Council.

In potentially unstable ground or where special protection is required, the sewer pipelines should be specifically 

designed.

All pipes shall be jointed with an approved jointing system. On uPVC, ceramic and concrete pipes, this will be 

rubber ring jointing. On HDPE pipe electrofusion couplings, fusion butt welding or pipe manufacturer’s proprietary 

welding systems are acceptable. Other methods of flexible jointing shall be to the specific approval of the 

Council.

Concrete haunching is required for rigid and non-rigid pipes on grades of 1:20 or steeper.

5.3.9	 Connection – add to end of clause

Where the top of an existing or proposed sewer is more than 3 m deep, connections shall not be made directly to 

it, but a new shallower branch sewer shall be laid from a manhole on the deep sewer and connections provided to 

the allotments to be served.

5.3.9.1	 General considerations – add to end of clause

The connection provided for each allotment shall be of a type capable of taking an approved drain pipe of 100 mm 

internal diameter, unless the property is subject to a specific trade waste consent.

Where the foul sewer is outside the allotment, a 100 mm diameter connection shall be extended to the boundary 

of each residential allotment. Where the connection will cross more than one allotment boundary, the prior approval 

of the Council should be obtained. If these conditions cannot be met, then a 150 mm diameter branch sewer line 

will normally be required complete with a terminal manhole. 

Each connection shall be marked by a 50 mm x 50 mm timber stake with the top painted red, (H3 treated pine or 

better) extending from below invert level of the connection to 600 mm above ground level. Location of the 

connection shall be accurately indicated on the as-built plan.

All connections to reticulation lines shall be sealed either by a factory sealed stopper or ceramic plug, fixed with a 

rubber ring and held with stainless steel wire.
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5.3.10	 Pumping stations and pressure mains – amend clause

Replace last sentence with the following:

In general pumping stations are to be constructed in accordance with WSA 04 Sewage Pumping Station Code of 

Australia. However, applicants should discuss requirements with the Council for particular proposals prior to final 

design. In general the Council will require:

•	 Stations to have not less than two pumps

•	 Above ground control system protected from the weather

•	 Automatic operation

•	 SCADA installed

•	 Soft step start or VSD

•	 Pumping stations to be located in publicly owned land.

5.4	 Construction – add to end of clause

Reference to Clause 4.4.1 is to be read as reference to its replacement included in this Code.

Testing

(i)	 All wastewater main and branch pipelines of less than 600 mm diameter, including extended connections and 

manholes shall be able to withstand a pressure equal to a 3 m head of water without sign of leakage. The sewer 

shall be subject to an air, water, visual or smoke test. For specific test requirements for different pipe materials 

refer to the latest version of the Dunedin City Council specification for the construction of pipe sewers which is 

available from Council.

(ii)	 No visible infiltration into the manhole walls or floors will be permitted. The total infiltration in any portion of a 

foul sewer system shall not exceed a rate of 600 ml per 25 mm of pipe diameter per 1000 m of pipe in 5 

minutes.

5.5	 Additional requirements – add new clause
Connection of stormwater drains shall not be made to the wastewater system except under the specific provisions 

of a trade waste consent. Systems shall be designed to eliminate the risk of inflow and infiltration.

Work in roads

Work undertaken on Council owned roads shall be undertaken in accordance with NZTA Temporary Traffic 

Management for Local Roads: Supplement to NZTA Code of Practice for Temporary Traffic Management – latest 

edition. Staff involved shall be suitably qualified in accordance with the above code.

Types of drain

Common drain: A common drain (generally 100 mm diameter) is a private drain which serves one lot regardless of 

the number of dwellings on that lot and regardless of whether it traverses adjacent lots. 

Drain in common: Drains with appropriate easements serving more than one lot will be considered drains in common, 

as will the section of 100 mm diameter drain within the road reserve between the lots served by it and the pipeline to 

which it connects.

Public sewer: Public sewers include:

•	 Any sewer or pipeline of 150 mm diameter or more which serves more than one lot, except where a private drain 

in common situation applies as defined above
•	 Any drain so declared under Section 462 of the Local Government Act.

Gully trap level

The requirements of the New Zealand Building Code in regard to gully traps will apply.
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On-site wastewater systems

In areas not able to be connected to the Council wastewater system, ecosystem services for treatment and 
assimilation of wastewater into the environment may be approved as neighbourhood or individual systems subject 

to Council approval. 

Considerations will include the following:

•	 Involvement of suitably qualified and experienced suppliers

•	 Extension of supplies service to monitoring and maintenance 

•	 Balance of environmental risk and public health concerns

•	 Reasonable levels of maintenance and responsibility for future owners

•	 Prior approval of Dunedin City Council and Otago Regional Council before subdivision application 

•	 A comprehensive report on soil and site evaluation including treatment parameters to be achieved and ground 

capacity to assimilate effluent. 

Once installed, a community based system will not be accepted until presentation of a satisfactory compliance 

certificate including operating manuals, as-built drawings, monitoring and maintenance requirements and a copy 

of section 221 notice per the RMA 1991 as amended. 

On-site disposal systems shall have minor environmental effects which can be contained within the lot. They shall 

be designed to minimise maintenance needs. The design shall be based on field testing and any other site 

investigations needed to demonstrate that the effects on the environment of the system will be minor. 

On-site wastewater treatment and disposal systems, where permitted, shall be designed and constructed in 

accordance with AS/NZS 1547. No wastewater shall be discharged to the environment unless it has first been 

treated to avoid the likelihood of contamination of soils, groundwater and waterways except as permitted under 

the Resource Management Act 1991.

The discharge of wastewater is governed by rules in the Otago Regional Water Plan. Applicants should consult 

with the Otago Regional Council to determine whether or not resource consents are required from that Council for 

the activities they intend to undertake, and what conditions must be met to comply with permitted activity rules.

Any Otago Regional Council requirements shall be noted in resource consent applications to Dunedin City 

Council.

Independent community systems

Independent network disposal systems shall have environmental effects equivalent or better in all respects with 

that achieved by public reticulation and treatment, and shall be such that the effects of disposal remain entirely 

within the specified disposal area. They shall be designed to minimise maintenance needs. The design shall be 

based on field testing and any other site investigations needed to demonstrate that the effects on the environment 

of the system will be minor.

Pumping stations, rising mains and treatment plants 

Pumping stations will only be considered and approved by the Council when all other options are impracticable. 

The Council will take over operation and maintenance of pumping stations, treatment plants and similar providing 

they are properly designed, constructed to the Council’s approval and satisfactorily commissioned. 

Design of pumping stations, treatment plants and similar shall be carried out by suitably qualified persons and such 

persons will need to consult with Council staff at an early stage to establish specification requirements. Note that 

the Council will be concerned with all aspects of operation, maintenance, access and security of pumping stations 

and similar facilities. All mechanical and electrical equipment installations are to be compatible with existing Dunedin 
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City Council installations. Pumping stations and similar will need to be equipped with SCADA systems linked to the 

Council’s monitoring centres. 

Attention is drawn to requirements of the Otago Regional Council for protection of receiving waters and standards 

for treatment plant effluent for which a resource consent will be required. 

Where required, pumping stations and similar shall be provided entirely at the expense of the developer and be 

located in publicly owned land. In addition, a financial contribution will be required based on the net present value 

of the ongoing operation, maintenance and replacement costs. 

Close proximity to buildings

Special design and approval will be required when building over or in close proximity to public drains. This will need 

to be dealt with in conjunction with any building consent application. In general, the requirements to build near or 

over any public wastewater drain are as follows: 

i)	 No building will be permitted closer than 1.5 m from the outside of a manhole or the wastewater pipeline. 

ii)	 Council approval will be required for any building work above or within 1.5 m of the wastewater pipeline. Any 

construction over or within 1.5 m will need to be designed by a structural engineer to bridge the pipeline. The 

design details, including appropriate calculations, are to be submitted with the building consent application. 

iii)	 CCTV inspections will also be required before and after construction. 

iv)	 When building over or near to wastewater drains, foundations must be taken to 500 mm below the invert of the 

pipeline and be at least 1.0 m clear of either side of the wastewater pipe. 

Additional standard drawings

The drawings listed below and attached in Appendix A1 to this Code are standard arrangement drawings relating 

to wastewater and are additional to those in NZS4404:2004. 

Drawing Title

10322 Concrete Haunching for Rubber Ring Jointed Pipes 100 mm-600 mm Pipes

10323 Drop Installation Precast Manhole

10324 Pipe Bedding Detail

10325 Cut-off Walls and Trench Drainage for DN 150 to DN 300 Sewers

10326 Thrust/Anchor Blocks for DN 100 to DN 375 Mains – Sheet 1

10327 Thrust/Anchor Blocks for DN 100 to DN 375 Mains – Sheet 2

10328 Bulkheads and Trench Drainage for DN 150 and DN 300 Sewers

10329 Precast Manhole for uPVC Pipes Granular Bedding and Surround

10330 Precast Manholes with Approved Cover and Frame

10334 Bedding, Backfill and Surface Reinstatement



29Part 6: Water Supply

Dunedin Code of Subdivision and Development 2010

August 2010

Design and construction of water supply systems shall be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of Part 

6, Water Supply of NZS 4404:2004 except as amended and extended for DCC requirements in the clauses 

below.

Alternative specific proposals may be submitted with appropriate engineering information that will enable the 

Council to assess the proposal. An alternative system must provide a standard of supply equivalent to that provided 

by systems conforming to NZS 4404:2004 and amendments included herein, to ensure a secure and reliable 

supply of drinking water to protect public health and meet fire fighting requirements, while promoting water 

conservation, all at the lowest total lifecycle cost.

The Dunedin City Council has adopted Part 6 of NZS 4404:2004 with the following additions and/or alterations. All 

clause numbers refer to clauses in NZS 4404:2004.

6.1	 Scope – add to end of clause

The Dunedin City District Plan specifies zones in which it is required that all allotments shall have reticulated water 

supply available within the allotment or within the road providing access (Rule 18.5.6(d) of the District Plan). In these 

zones the Council will not grant subdivision approval where this service is not available, unless the consent holder 

upgrades or extends the service to the Council’s satisfaction or an alternative solution is approved by the Council.

Alternative designs

In appropriate circumstances the Dunedin City Council is prepared to consider alternative water supply arrangements 

providing they meet overall design principles and performance criteria. A relevant consideration with these 

alternatives is that they make efficient use of available resources and are sustainable in the longer term. 

On-site water supply systems shall be specifically designed. The focus of the design shall be on the efficient and 

safe use of water resources within a site. The water system proposed shall result in minimal disturbance to the site 

and natural water systems.

Relevant requirements from this Part shall be applied to alternative supplies, including non-reticulated supplies, 

particularly regarding:

•	 water quality

•	 water quantity

•	 fire fighting supply

•	 storage

•	 design life and durability.

Alternative network water supplies must be registered with Public Health South as they will need to comply with 

the Health (Drinking Water) Amendment Act 2007.

6.2	 General requirements – add before clause 6.2.1

Water supply systems are required to ensure a secure and reliable supply of potable water for consumption and of 

water for the purposes of fire fighting. The Council seeks to have a reliable water supply to acceptable quality and 

reasonable quantity standards that will meet the present and future water supply needs of the community in order 

to protect public health and meet fire fighting requirements, while promoting water conservation. This is to apply 

equally to existing supply areas and the new areas created by subdivision, all at the lowest total lifecycle cost. In all 

circumstances the system shall promote public health and well-being, and shall be appropriate to the type of 

development and use.

The Council is looking to reduce peak consumption to reasonable, sustainable levels using a range of conservation 

and demand management measures. 

Part 6:	Water Supply
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Where the Council’s potable water supply network is available to service developments then each lot shall be 

provided with a connection and each development shall be provided a piped water supply system connecting to 

the Council’s system, unless alternatives are approved by the Council. 

In areas with inadequate wastewater disposal systems, such as septic tanks, the Council reserves the right to deny 

a water connection until such time as a satisfactory disposal arrangement is available.

All water supply systems shall use safe and durable materials which are compatible with Council’s existing water 

supply systems and Schedule of Approved Materials. The system shall be constructed to prevent leakage and 

potable water contamination and to withstand anticipated pressures and loads.

Where alternative designs for pipeline systems are proposed, the Council reserves the right to extend contract 

maintenance periods for the purpose of proving the reliability of any alternative system accepted.

Water supply systems shall be positioned so as to be easily located, provide reasonable access for maintenance 

and be constructed in a manner that enables easy isolation and replacement or repair of faults.

The water supply system shall have adequate valves, meters, alarms, looped pipe systems or other emergency 

provisions to minimise the risk and extent of loss of service, or contamination of supply due to failure, or to 

maintenance requirements.

The water supply system shall include adequate facilities for monitoring of system operation as part of management 

of the supply or for measurement of supply for charging. The monitoring system shall be compatible with the 

Council’s preferred current system of monitoring.

Note: Water supplies for agricultural use are outside this Code

6.2.1	 Objectives – delete clause and replace with the following

The objectives are to ensure that the water reticulation system is functional, the required quality and quantity of 

water is supplied to all customers within the Dunedin reticulated supplies and unreticulated areas, and that all other 

requirements of Dunedin City Council are satisfied.

The design shall ensure an acceptable water supply to each property including fire flows by providing either:

a)	 A water main allowing an appropriate point of supply to each property, or

b)	 A service connection from the main for each property, or

c)	 An alternative supply not from a water main.

The designer shall consider:

•	 Dunedin City Council policies, customer charters, bylaws and contracts

•	 The hydraulic adequacy of the system

•	 The ability of the water system to meet public health criteria and to maintain overall acceptable water quality

•	 The structural strength of the water system components to resist applied loads

•	 The requirements of SNZ PAS 4509

•	 OSH requirements

•	 Environmental requirements

•	 The environmental and community impacts of the works

•	 The “fit-for-purpose” service life for the system

•	 Optimising the “whole-of-life” cost, and

•	 Each component’s resistance to internal and external corrosion or degradation.
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6.2.2	 Referenced documents and relevant guidelines – add to end of clause

Nothing shall justify a level of service which is inferior to that provided to existing properties of a comparable use, 

or is inconsistent with the service levels required for the specific zone. All aspects of domestic water supply within 

the Dunedin City territorial area shall be undertaken in accordance with the Dunedin City Council Water Bylaw 2008 

and all other relevant regulations.

The Council holds significant information concerning the existing systems. Developers should approach the Council 

and obtain any relevant information held that may be relevant to their proposed development.

6.3.1	 Design life – add to end of clause

Water supply systems shall be designed in a way which, while meeting other criteria, minimises the overall life-cycle 

costs inclusive of capital, operating, maintenance and rehabilitation costs. For the purposes of this criterion, the 

life-cycle of specific components shall be taken as no less than:

•	 Pipe work, appurtenances, all associated concrete work, and storage tanks: 80 years

•	 Mechanical and electrical plant, with provision made for easy maintenance and replacement: 25 years.

6.3.7.1	 Sizing of mains – delete clause and replace with the following 

Under peak demand conditions, excluding fire fighting, the residual pressure in the water reticulation of residential, 

commercial and industrial planning zones shall not be less than 300 kPa when measured at ground level at the 

roadside boundary of lots. 

Under fire fighting conditions the pressure at any hydrant shall not be less than 100 kPa. For fire fighting requirements 

see SNZ PAS 4509. 

6.3.7.2	 Pipe class – delete clause and replace with the following (retaining subclauses 6.3.7.2.1 to 3)

Pipe class is established on the basis of the design pressure (head) determined for various sections of the reticulation 

network. For operational reasons the minimum allowable pipe pressure ratings shall be as in the table below. 

Table: Minimum allowable pipe pressure ratings

Pipe material Authorised 
sizes – DN*

Standard minimum Remarks

CLDI 100–375 PN 35 Rubber ring joints, PE loose sleeve. PN16 fitting 
unless higher pressure required

MSCL 300–450 To suit application 
–min steel thickness 
4.8 mm

Welded or rubber ring joints, approved tape 
wrapping or alternative for exterior

PVC-M 100–450 PN 16 Only series 2 pipes with rubber ring joints are 
approved. For PVC-O, material classes 400 and 
500 are acceptablePVC-U 100–450 PN 16

PE 80B or PE 
100

25–63 PN 12.5 Approved mechanical couplings

125–400 PN 16 Electrofusion couplers or butt fusion weld**

>400 As approved Butt fusion weld**

*PE diameter relates to the pipe OD, others relate to nominal ID of pipe   

**Only to be carried out by trained and accredited PE welder

In respect of sub-mains and service pipes the allowable pipe sizes and minimum PN are as follows:

•	 DN 25     PE 80B     PN 12.5
•	 DN 63     PE 80B     PN 12.5
•	 DN 40 and DN 50 PE 80B (PN 12.5) may be used for service connections with Council approval. 
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6.3.7.3	 Pipe materials – add to end of clause
6.3.7.3.1	 PVC systems

PVC pipes shall comply with AS1477 and shall have socket and spigot type joints with Z type rings.

Connections to fittings shall be by flange adapter or by flanged gibault adapter (plain fittings are not to be used).

Bends are required if pipes are to be laid on a curve of radius less than 300 times the nominal diameter of the pipe 

(45 m radius for 150 mm pipe).

Large radius PVC bends fabricated from PN16 (minimum) pipe shall be permitted for PVC mains up to and including 

150 mm diameter. However, flanged ductile iron bends shall be used adjacent to a flanged fitting.

When non-standard bends are required and/or additional strength is necessary, flanged bends shall be fabricated 

from concrete lined mild steel pipe (CLMS).

6.3.7.3.2	 Polyethylene (PE) systems
PE pipes shall comply with AS4130. PE pipes shall be pressure application pipes and shall be blue in colour unless 
permitted otherwise by the Council for above ground use.

Up to three black longitudinal stripes up to 5 mm in width will be accepted as a trademark.

Jointing shall be carried out in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations as follows:

i)	 Electrofusion: couplers and fittings shall comply with the international 39.5 volt system. Electrofusion welded 
tapping bands are not permitted.

ii)	 Butt welding: shall be permitted only when the pipes and spigot fitting are either side of the same dimensional 
SDR (wall thickness) and are not misaligned. All welding is to be carried out by welding operators certified in 
accordance with the UNITEC/Australian National Plastics and Rubber Industry Training Council, or similar 
approved certification. All welds are to be stamped with the identification of the certified welder. The name and 
number of the certified welder shall be notified in writing for Council approval prior to any welding being done. 
All welding shall be carried out under controlled conditions, i.e. use of a tent is required. Upon request a welded 
joint (selected at random) will be provided at no cost to Council for testing. If the test is unsatisfactory, additional 
joints will be tested and all costs associated with the testing and reinstatement will be met by the developer. 
Only butt welding equipment capable of providing a printout of individual weld parameters shall be used.

	 IMPORTANT NOTE: The maintenance period for all PE electrofusion and butt welded joints shall be five years 
and any problems with welded joints experienced during this period shall be rectified at no cost to Council.

iii)	 Mechanical jointing systems (such as System 2000 or Push 10k) are not approved as a pipe jointing system 
except for PE pipe up to and including 63 mm. However, mechanical jointing systems for end caps and flange 
adaptors for larger diameter PE pipe are approved for use.

Bends are required if PE pipes are to be laid on a curve of radius less than 22 times the nominal diameter of the 
pipe.

PE bends (to be butt welded or joined with couplers) and bends with built in electrofusion couplers are approved 
and must be used to achieve the correct alignment.

6.3.7.3.3	 Steel/iron systems

Ductile iron pipes (greater than 150 mm) and steel pipes shall be concrete lined (or with other approved lining such 

as epoxy) and shall comply with AS2280 and NZS4442 respectively. Steel pipes shall be wrapped in black or blue 

jacket polyethylene (for in ground use) or epoxy/enamel coated (for out of ground use) or wrapped with the Denso 

Petrolatum Tape System (or similar approved protection system) should ground conditions require. 

All bolted systems and exposed surfaces shall also be wrapped with the Denso Petrolatum Tape System (or similar 

approved protection system). 
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6.3.7.3.4	 Pipe fittings
All joints, bends, tees, crosses, tapers, risers, connections, blank caps and other fittings shall be manufactured, 

designed and constructed to withstand 16 bar working pressure.

All ductile iron fittings shall be nylon or epoxy coated.

PE tees and hydrant tees are not permitted, whether these are flanged or plain (welded) type.

Galvanised bolts used with flanged connections must be fully protected using the Denso application specification 

detailed in SD 6.09 or an equivalent. The use of the primer and the common Denso tape liberally applied is a 

minimum requirement.

Backing rings associated with PE stub flanges must be nylon or epoxy coated.

Galvanised bolts must not be used in conjunction with tapping bands.

The following fixtures and fittings standards are acceptable:

•	 PE-AS 4130, WIS 4-32-04, BS 6572, NZS 7610
•	 Ductile Iron – AS 2280 (protected accordingly)
•	 Welded Steel – NZS 4442 (protected accordingly)
•	 Stainless steel (nuts and bolts etc.) grade 316
•	 Galvanised Mild Steel (nuts and bolts etc.) grade 4.6 (protected accordingly). 

Denso tape (or an approved equivalent) must be fully applied to all galvanised bolts and fittings. This includes the 

entire wrapping of the galvanised backing ring associated with PE stub flange.

6.3.8	 Fire flow – amend clause
Replace “water reticulation system” with “water supply system”.

6.3.9.6.1	 Design pressures – add to end of clause
The maximum design static pressure should generally not exceed 900 KPa (90 m head). 

The minimum pressure under maximum demand conditions (excluding fire flows) shall be 300 kPa as indicated 

above under clause 6.3.7.1.

6.3.10.1	 Layout of water mains: General – add to end of clause 
The preferred position for water mains is located in berms or footpaths within the road reserve, and at 1.4 m from 

boundaries, wherever practicable.

Water mains behind retaining walls shall be installed in ducts.

6.3.10.3	 Water mains in easements – add to end of clause 
Easements are required for protection of public water supply pipes where these are located in private property and 

parks and reserves. 

Easements are also required where private water supply pipelines serving one property cross another property. Parks 

and reserves should be regarded as private land in this respect, and the Reserves Act 1977 requires formal easement 

agreements for underground services. This also applies to any easements being transferred into Council ownership. 

Pipeline easements for public water supply pipes shall be a minimum of 3 m wide, centred on the as-built position 

of the pipeline, and shall provide for unlimited and unrestricted access for the Council to undertake maintenance 

work. Where pipes are laid to a depth of 2 m or more, or are larger than 600mm dia, a greater easement width may 

be required to facilitate maintenance. Easements relating to private water supply services shall preferably be a 

minimum of 2 m wide. 

6.3.10.6	 Shared trenching – add to end of clause 

Council may allow shared trenching for different services but subject to approval on a case by case basis.
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6.3.10.11	 Location marking of valves and hydrants – add to end of clause 

Valve boxes and surrounds shall be in accordance with Drawing 10343 (attached in Appendix A1).

6.3.11.6	 Trenchless technology – add to end of clause
Voids greater than 50 mm around horizontally thrust or drilled water mains shall be backfilled and sealed with 

bentonite grout (or similar approved material). Only PE pipe may be used with trench less laying methods and 

watermains shall not vary more than 150 mm from the intended horizontal alignment. Watermains at depths 

greater than 1000 mm cover may be rejected (refer also to Clause 6.3.10.2(8) re minimum cover). PE 63 diameter 

pipe laid by trenchless methods shall be PE 80B or PE 100 material (Refer to Clause 6.3.11.7.1 regarding the 

minimum allowable pipe pressure and the provision of detectable warning tape).

6.3.11.7.1	Pipe cover – add to end of clause 
The minimum cover to trunk and principal mains shall be 600 mm in non-trafficable areas. The minimum cover to 

rider mains shall be 450 mm. The minimum cover under roads shall be 750mm. The maximum cover shall not 

exceed 1000 mm except in exceptional circumstances and with the approval of the Council.

6.3.11.8	 Pipeline restraint – add to end of clause 
For non-continuous pipelines cast in situ concrete anchor blocks shall be provided at all points where an unbalanced 

thrust occurs on mains exceeding 50 mm diameter. This shall include all bends, tees, valves, hydrants and at any 

other position as may be required. Thrust blocks shall be poured against natural ground and the inner face of the 

block shall not be of a lesser thickness than the diameter of the fittings and shall be so constructed as not to impair 

access to the bolts on the fittings or access to adjacent joints or fittings. Concrete shall have a minimum compression 

strength of 17.5 mPa at 28 days.

A protective membrane (such as denso tape) to protect against abrasive damage to the watermain shall be 

provided between the pipe (irrespective of the pipe material) and the concrete anchor or thrust blocks.

All thrust and anchor blocks shall be left exposed for inspection before backfilling over.

Cast-in-situ anchor blocks are not required where a total PE system has been installed. This only applies where all 

pipes adjacent to a fitting to be anchored are continuous PE pipes. Precast concrete blocks should be used to 

support valves and hydrants however. If mechanical PE joint is used at a fitting, then a conventional anchor block 

must be constructed.

Refer to Drawings 10326, 10327 and 10335 (attached in Appendix A1) for construction details for thrust and 

anchor blocks.

6.3.12	 Reservoirs and pumping stations – delete clause and replace with the following
A development may require the construction of booster pumping stations and/or storage in order to comply with 

requirements. Where these are required, the DCC shall be consulted on the specific requirements and the pumping 

stations shall be provided at the entire expense of the developer. If properly designed and constructed to the 

Council’s approval, the Council may take over their future operation and maintenance after they have been 

commissioned. In some situations a financial contribution to cover future operation, maintenance and replacement 

costs may be required. Design shall be carried out by a qualified professional engineer.

Pumping stations will be required to meet the design criteria in WSA 03, Water Reticulation Code of Australia, and 

in general the Council will require:

•	 Stations to have not less than two pumps

•	 Above ground control system protected from the weather

•	 Automatic operation

•	 SCADA installed

•	 Soft step start or VSD

•	 Pumping stations to be located in publicly owned land.
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6.3.14	 Water quality – add to end of clause

New components connected to the water supply in the urban or non-urban water network must be capable of 

providing potable water in compliance with the Health (Drinking Water) Amendment Act 2007, to the point of 

connection for users. For the urban water supply the applicable standard is Grade Ac. Network water supplies to 

dwellings outside the urban water network shall provide water of quality to Grade Cc or better.

6.4.1	 Valves: General – add to end of clause

All valves used on the Dunedin City water supply and reticulation systems shall be as described in the Water and 

Waste Services department “Approved Manufacturers and Products List” or otherwise specifically approved by 

Council. 

Refer to Drawing 10343 (Appendix A1 to this Code) for typical sluice valve installation details. 

6.4.2.1	 Gate valves – add to end of clause

15 mm-50 mm valves

All valves shall be clockwise closing. Ball valves are not permitted. Gate valves on rider mains shall be resilient 

seated (Hawle or equivalent) and shall be installed in accordance with Drawing No 10340 (Ali-Bronze or LG2 50 

mm valves are not permitted). Markings (and posts, if required) shall be provided for 50 mm valves in accordance 

with Drawing WS-006 in NZS 4404:2004. Boxes and surrounds shall be provided. 

6.4.2.2	 Butterfly valves – delete clause and replace with the following

Butterfly valves are not acceptable in the reticulation, but subject to specific approval of Dunedin City Council may 

be acceptable in some situations.

6.4.2.3.1	 Stop valves – locations and arrangements – add before clause 64.2.3.1.1

A valve shall be placed on each branch of each tee such that no more than 3 valves need to be closed to isolate 

any part of the reticulation system. A valve is required on each road crossing. Valves shall be installed at connecting 

points and elsewhere as necessary to separate the principal main or rider main into sections supplying not more 

than 25 customers for sluice valves on principal mains, or 12 customers for gate valves on rider mains.

6.4.2.5.2	 Air valve locations – add to end of clause

Air valves shall generally be provided by locating a fire hydrant at either the most elevated position or the lowest 

point of mains on roads with significant gradients. Where the Council confirms that scouring is likely to be a 

frequent operation, a connection to the stormwater system shall be provided from scour points. Automatic air 

release valves shall be provided when required and positioned so that ground water cannot enter the main at 

negative pressure.

Refer to Drawing 10345 (Appendix A1) for typical installation requirements. Generally double orifice air release 

valves will be required. 

6.4.2.7	 Sluice valves – add new clause

Sluice valves on principal and trunk mains shall be Class 1 resilient seal, epoxy or nylon coated to AS/NZS 

4158:1996 and 16 bar pressure rated to NZS/BS5163:86 and shall be anti-clockwise closing. All sluice valves shall 

be flanged to BS10 Table D. Markings (and posts, if required) shall be provided in accordance with Drawing 10337 

(Appendix A1). Boxes and surrounds shall be provided. 

6.5.1	 Hydrants general – add to end of clause

All hydrants for installation in the Dunedin City Council territorial area shall conform with the Water and Waste 

Services department “Approved Manufacturers and Products List”, being of the medium pattern screw down type. 

All hydrants shall be provided with a bronze tapered frost plug fitted on the outlet side of the valve. 
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6.5.2	 Hydrants for fire fighting – add to end of clause

All principal mains shall be provided with fire hydrants. Trunk mains shall be provided with fire hydrants as advised 

by the Council. Hydrants shall be spaced at intervals not exceeding 90 m in commercial and industrial areas and 

135 m in urban areas.

Furthermore, a hydrant must be provided within 90 m for lots within an industrial or commercial area, or within 135 

m of the furthermost portion of any lot in an urban area. The distance to the furthermost portion of any lot may 

exclude the bush-protected area of the land. Where there are four or more lots serviced by a right-of way then a 

hydrant must be provided at the entrance to the right-of-way.

Fire coverage outside of the urban fire district shall be as advised by the Council. In cul-de-sac or other terminal 

streets the last hydrant shall be not more than 85 m from the end of the street.

Note:

The New Zealand Fire Service Fire Fighting Water Supply Code of Practice SNZ PAS 4509:2008 allows for the use 

of sprinkler systems (domestic included) in determining fire fighting requirements from the public water supply. In 

addition, storage of water can be provided in lieu of fire hydrant supply.

In rural areas and in large lot or right-of-way properties the use of a sprinkler system in conjunction with domestic 

on-site storage is an option for meeting fire-fighting requirements. Refer to the Fire Service Code of Practice 

requirements for methods of meeting the code requirement for residential property. If on-site storage tanks for fire 

fighting is to be provided, the necessary hard standing area and fire service connection will be required.

The designer of any proposed domestic fire sprinkler system shall identify the static water pressure at the nearest 

water reticulation main and shall design the diameter of the service pipe accordingly. The average value of the static 

water pressure shall be obtained from the Council.

Where domestic sprinkler systems are to be installed in lieu of fire hydrants, a Consent Notice will be required on 

the title of the property informing owners of the requirement to install and maintain a sprinkler system. All legal costs 

associated with Consent Notices are to be met by the developer. The information will also be registered on Council’s 

Hazard Register and be listed on LIM enquiries.

Hydrants must be readily accessible for fire appliances and should generally be positioned near street intersections 

and not less than 6m from any building.

6.5.3	 Hydrant installation – add to end of clause

Where hydrant tees are installed next to other cast iron fittings they shall be flanged. Otherwise flexible joints 

(gibault or rubber ring) are permitted. 

For deep water mains, hydrant risers shall be installed as necessary to ensure that the top of operating spindle is 

between 175 and 250 mm below finished surface level. 

Typical hydrant installations are provided on Drawings 10337 and 10339 which are attached in Appendix A1. 

All hydrant installations whether in road, footpath or grass verges, shall be in heavy duty cast iron boxes as 

described in the Water and Waste Services Department “Approved Manufacturers and Products List”. Hydrant 

boxes shall be seated on 50 mm thick two-piece precast concrete slabs. 

Where hydrants are in grassed areas, gravel carriageways or footpaths, Council may require concrete of 150 x 150 

mm cross section surrounding the hydrant box or alternatively asphaltic concrete of 300 x 80 mm where more 

appropriate. The hydrant boxes shall not transfer any traffic loading to the water main below. 
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In all locations, including sealed carriageways, footpaths, gravel shoulders and grass verges lids of hydrant boxes 

shall be painted yellow. In addition, on sealed carriageways road markings in accordance with NZS 4501 shall also 

be painted on the road. 

In addition, a concrete indicator post shall be installed, painted yellow and marked in black with the diameter in 

millimetres of the water main on which the hydrant is located and the letter “H” to identify a hydrant. The indicator 

post shall be set vertically in the ground within 250 mm of the lot boundary and immediately opposite the hydrant 

which it indicates. In addition a blue reflector shall be glued to the centreline of sealed roadways directly opposite 

the hydrant location. 

When indicator posts cannot be used, hydrant indicator plates to BS 3251 are required. 

Hydrants shall be nylon or epoxy coated in accordance with AS/NZS 4158:1996.

Hydrants must be supported to prevent any sideways movement on the line of the main. Hydrants shall be mounted 

on an approved type of hydrant tee with hydrant risers, if necessary, so that the top of the hydrant spindle is within 

the range of 175mm to 250mm of the finished surface level. The hydrant tee shall be supported by the concrete 

anchor block sufficient in size to take all the hydraulic thrust exerted when the hydrant is in operation. Z ring hydrant 

tees are permitted on 150mm PVC mains. All other hydrant tees shall be flanged steel or DI. Hydrants must be placed 

within 5° of vertical.

Each hydrant shall be covered with an approved type hydrant box and lid, the final visible surface of which shall be 

painted with road marking paint. The approved colour of hydrant markings is TNZ M/07 (NZTA M07) road marking 

yellow. Each hydrant is also to be marked with a blue RPM at the centre line of the carriageway. Markings (and 

posts, if required) shall be provided in accordance with Council requirements. 

6.6.2	 Property service connections – delete clause and replace with the following

Each residential unit in a subdivision shall have a separate 20 mm ID water service incorporating a manifold box. 

The material shall be Class D Medium Density Polyethylene (MDPE) pipe coloured blue and shall be as described 

in the Dunedin City Council Water and Waste Services Department “Approved Manufacturers and Products List”. 

Where the service connection exceeds 100 m from the roadside property boundary, as for a rear lot, a larger pipe 

may be needed. 

The point of supply shall be at the roadside property boundary of the lot or the roadside property boundary of the 

right of way serving the lot, as described in detail in clause 7.2 of Dunedin City Council Water Bylaw 2008 and 

summarised below. 

All front lots including those in a unit title subdivision or a cross lease subdivision are to have a service connection 

from the street main directly to the roadside property boundary. 

For rear lots in a unit title or cross lease subdivision, they may be serviced by a rider main having a gate valve at 

the roadside property boundary at the point of supply or by single 20 mm ID pipes each having manifold boxes at 

the roadside property boundary. 

Where supply of rear units is by a rider main in private rights of way, the individual manifold boxes are to be located 

in the right of way near the residential units being served and in a readily accessible location. 

Where a water supply pipe serving one or more properties passes through another property, park or reserve, it shall 

be protected by an appropriate easement and maintenance agreement(s) registered on the titles of affected 

properties. The easement(s) may be registered before the pipe is laid. 
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For standard plans for private property connections, see the following drawings in Appendix A1 to this Code:

•	 10338, 10342, 10344, 10346, and 10352. 

Each service connection to a principal or rider main shall be by means of a tapping band and a ferrule with flow of 

water controlled by a screwed brass plug. 

Tapping bands and ferrules shall conform to the Water and Waste Services Department “Approved Manufacturers 

and Products List”. 

Each allotment shall be provided with an individual service connection.

A standard service connection shall consist of:

a)	 a tapping band and ferrule on the principal or rider main;

b)	 a 20 mm ID PE service pipe from the ferrule to a point 250 mm inside the private property boundary, and

c)	 a terminating 15 mm female/female valve in accordance with Drawing 10342 using approved fittings and 

materials.

NOTE:

Case 1 – Right-of-way lots with no rider main

For lots accessed by a right-of-way where a rider main has not been provided (refer Clause 6.3.3(c)), a 25 mm ID 
PE service connection shall be provided at the road reserve boundary for each lot, as this is where the water meters 
are to be located. Private water lines, typically 25 PE pipe are also to be laid by the subdivider from the proposed 
meter location (with a 50 mm overlap) to a point 300 mm into the body of each lot. These private water lines shall 
not be connected to the service connection, but shall be installed as future private water lines, to be connected by 
the person activating a building consent on the lot, in conjunction with a water connection application.

Where re-subdivision of a right-of-way (with no rider main) occurs, the subdivider is to provide a private water line as 
outlined above, with the meter to be located at the road reserve boundary at a later date. The service connection will 
be installed by Council at the time the water meter is installed. This work will occur generally when a building consent 

is activated for the lot at which time a water connection application is received and payment of fees made.

Case 2 – Right-of-way lots with a public rider main or fire main

For lots accessed by a right-of-way where a rider main has been provided (refer Clause 6.3.3(c)), a 20 mm ID PE 
service connection shall be provided 300 mm into the body of each lot as this is where the water meters are to be 
located. If the length of the service line is more than 5 m, then 25 PE is to be used.

Where re-subdivision of a right-of-way lot (with rider main or fire main) occurs, the subdivider is to provide a new 
service connection for each new lot. This new service connection is to be installed by the subdivider under Council 
supervision. Where the distance from the public main to a point 300 mm into the body of the lot exceeds 5 m, the 
developer shall install a 25 PE service connection up to 5 metres in length (to allow for a meter to be installed within 
5 m of the tapping band) and also a private water line (generally 25 PE) from the proposed meter location into the 
body of the lot. A meter will be installed by Council at a later date when a water connection application is received 
and fee payment made.

Under the Health Act 1956, the Health (Drinking Water) Amendment Act 2007 and the Building Act 2004 subdividers 
and developers are responsible, as agents for water supply customers, for the provision of backflow prevention 
devices. Details of the Dunedin City Council requirements are contained in section 7.9 of the Dunedin City Council 
Water Bylaw 2008. 

For details of on-demand water supply meters where required refer to section 7.11 of the Dunedin City Council 
Water Bylaw 2008. Typical construction details are shown in the attached Drawings 10344 and 10346 (Appendix 

A1). 
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6.9	 System review – add to end of clause 

The system design and review shall identify and incorporate improvements required to the existing network as a 

result of the proposed works. If demand on the system requires use of the Council’s water reticulation model to 

ascertain effects, then this will be at the cost of the applicant.

6.10.2	 Bedding – delete clause and replace with the following 

Pipes and fittings shall be surrounded with a suitable bedding material as indicated in Drawing 10324 and 10334 

as attached in Appendix A1. 

All principal mains and rider mains shall have a blue metallicised plastic signal strip installed in the backfilling above 

the pipe bedding material as shown on Drawing 10334. 

All principal mains, rider mains and service laterals shall have ‘live strand’ electric fence tape spirally wound around 

uPVC and HDPE pipes and such tape shall be firmly fixed at ends by tying to metal valves and fittings. 

Small diameter service pipes from 20 mm to 50 mm nominal bore shall be laid in uPVC ducts when installed in 

sealed roads and driveways.

6.10.3.3	 Detector tape – add to end of clause

An approved ‘detectable’ warning tape shall be installed with all water main pipe, whether installed by open cut or 

trenchless technology. (Boddington Waverlay detectable 50 mm wide blue with stainless steel wire available from 

Apex Safety products, Wavewater Detectable Tape a similar product supplied by Humes)

6.10.4	 Pressure testing of water mains – add to end of clause

All aspects of pressure testing of different pipeline materials shall be in accordance with the provisions of 

NZS4404:2004, Appendix B, except that the test pressure shall be 1600 kPa or 1.5 times the working pressure, 

whichever is the greater. 

6.11.3	 Allowable operating pressures (heads) – delete clause, including Table 6.5, and replace with 
the following

The water supply shall have the capacity to service the anticipated demand at adequate flow and pressure. For a 

reticulated supply the operating pressures (see 6.3.9.6) shall be as per table 6.5.

Table 6.5 – Operating pressure limits

Allowable operating pressure (Head) Residential pressure (Head) Industrial/commercial pressure (Head)

Maximum 900 kPa (90 m) 900 kPa (90 m)

Minimum 300 kPa (30 m) 300 kPa (30 m)

The minimum pressures shall be measured at the building platform.

Under fire fighting flows the minimum working pressure shall be 100 kPa (10 m head).

6.11.5	 Minimum water demand – delete clause and replace with the following

The minimum peak domestic demand shall be based on:

•	 daily consumption of 250 l/person/day

•	 peak factor of 5.

The population served shall be based on not less than 3 persons per dwelling. Where dwelling unit density is not 

known, population may be based on 60 persons per hectare.

Industrial and commercial demands shall be specifically analysed for known or potential usage.
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6.11.7	 Reticulation layout – delete clause and replace with the following 

A water main of not less than 150 mm diameter, the principal main, fitted with fire hydrants shall be laid on one side 

of all public roads and cul-de-sacs to within 65 m of the end, for every residential development. For industrial or 

commercial areas, dual and external streets, principal mains may be required by Council on both sides of the 

street. 

A DN 50 rider main shall be laid along the road frontage of all lots not fronted by the principal main. A DN 50 rider 
main shall also be provided for service connections where the principal main is DN 250 or larger. The principal main 
serving industrial and commercial areas shall be at least DN 150 laid on both sides of the street. This requirement 
may be relaxed in short cul-de-sacs as long as adequate fire fighting coverage is available. 

Rider mains shall be linked to principal mains by DN 50 pipe at not greater than 400 m intervals and in cul-de-sacs 
the rider mains shall link to the principal main at both ends. For private rights of way, a rider main may be supplied 
from one end. 

Responsibility for service pipes and rider mains on private property lie with private owners as Council responsibility 
ends at the road boundary to lots or rights of way. 

Refer to Drawings 10347-10351 as attached in Appendix A1 for standard details. 

Where possible, water mains and rider mains shall be laid in footpaths or grass verges with pipe centre 1400 mm 
offset from the roadside property boundary. Where steep side slopes prevent the standard offset from boundaries, 
the pipeline should be laid under the footpath or under the road carriageway parallel to the kerb face and offset by 
a distance agreed with the Council. 

During construction, water mains are to be laid with reference to permanent land transfer pegs or temporary 
boundary marks placed by the registered surveyor responsible for subdivision boundary pegging. 

On straight roads the pipe laying tolerance shall be 50 mm and on curved roads 100 mm of agreed alignment. 
Any misalignment shall be resolved by the subdivider or developer to the satisfaction of the Council or other 

underground service authority. 

At street intersections 90° bends or tees are preferred to multiple bends to maintain standard alignments. 

6.12	 Additional requirements – add new clause

Rural land with existing water supply

For land zoned Rural and outside a rural water supply area, some existing houses may receive water from Council 

pipeline under an extraordinary supply arrangement. Where such land is further subdivided, existing household 

water services will be permitted to remain as an existing domestic use. For new lots without existing houses or 

where existing houses are not connected to the Council supply pipeline, any existing stock water supplies shall be 

cut off as a condition of subdivision. Refer to Condition (a) of the Operational Standard in the Council Strategic 

Statement and Dunedin City Council Water Bylaw 2008. 

Storage

The water supply system shall have adequate storage capacity to allow for consumption as well as fire fighting 

purposes, and to provide reserve supply for the calculated requirements of users. This shall allow for two days 

storage at average daily flow, plus fire fighting storage to NZS PAS4509.

Where on-site storage is required this shall be a minimum of 25,000 litres, unless otherwise approved by the 

Council, but 50,000 litres is recommended. The Council may require minimum storage of a greater volume.

Dunedin pipe fitting requirements

All pipe and fittings used for supply mains, reticulation or service pipes shall be from the “Approved Manufacturers 

and Products List – Water” obtainable from the Water and Waste Services Department. 
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For the Dunedin City Council policy on pipe materials, including plastic pipes, refer to the report on “Selection of 

Water Supply Pipe Materials” August 2006 and “Summary of DCC Policy on Pipe Materials” incorporating Figure 

1 – “Water Main Pipe/Materials Selection Flowchart” included in this Code as Part 6A. 

All metal fittings such as tees, hydrant tees, crosses, tapers, hydrant risers, blank caps, plugs and bends shall be 

cast from high quality grey iron or ductile iron coated with a proven corrosion prevention compound. 

Flanges shall be drilled in accordance with AS4087:1996 and associated gaskets shall be of approved rubber 

compound. All bolts, nuts and washers shall be hot dip galvanised mild steel or grade 316 stainless steel. 

After installation, galvanised nuts and bolts in pipe flanges and fittings shall be coated with Denso paste and 

wrapped in denso tape in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations and as illustrated in Drawing 10336 

as attached in Appendix A1. 

Working on Council roads

Work undertaken on Council owned roads shall be undertaken in accordance with NZTA Temporary Traffic 

Management for Local Roads: Supplement to NZTA Code of Practice for Temporary Traffic Management – latest 

edition. Staff involved shall be suitably qualified in accordance with the above code. 

Additional standard drawings

The drawings listed below and attached in Appendix A1 are standard arrangement drawings relating to water 

supply and are additional to those in NZS4404:2004. 

Drawing Title

10324 Pipe Bedding Detail

10326 Thrust/Anchor Blocks for DN 100 to DN 375 Mains – Sheet 1

10327 Thrust/Anchor Blocks for DN 100 to DN 375 Mains – Sheet 2

10334 Bedding, Backfill and Surface Reinstatement

10336 Joint Wrapping Details

10337 Typical Sluice Valve and Fire Hydrant Installation at Intersection

10338 Detail for Double Service Connection

10339 Typical Fire Hydrant Installation

10340 Mid Line Connection Detail

10341 End Connection of Rider Main to Principal Main

10342 Typical 20 mm ID Household Service Connection

10343 Typical Water Main Sluice Valve Installation

10344 Typical 20 mm ID Household or Commercial Meter Installation for Pedestrian Only Areas

10345 Typical Air Valve Installation

10346 Typical 20 mm ID Household or Commercial Meter Installation Used for Vehicle Accessways

10347 Typical Rider Main in Private Right of Way

10348 Typical Rider Main on Short Cul-de-sac Less than 65 m Long

10349 Typical Rider Main on Long Cul-de-sac More than 65 m Long

10350 Typical Water Supply to a Rear Lot Over Right of Way

10351 Typical Water Supply to a Single Lot with Several Residential Lots

10352 Typical Water Service Laid in Common Trench with Another Service
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Part 6A: 	 Summary of Dunedin City Council Policy on Pipe Materials 

	 Allowable reticulation main pipe materials, PN ratings and sizes 

Pipe materials

a)	 Ductile iron, PN 35 to AS/NZS 2280, cement mortar lined and with Blue Boss PE sleeving or other approved 

external corrosion protection system. (Tyton-loc seal rings shall be used where required for special applications). 

For pipes that are exposed above ground, e.g. pipe bridges, the pipe exterior shall be sandblasted and a zinc 

metal spray applied and sealed with a vinyl or epoxy coating to comply with AS/NZS 2312:1994 to a minimum 

DFT of 250 μm. Note that PN 20 DI pipe is not acceptable. 

b)	 Spiral welded steel pipe to NZS 4442, cement mortar lined with an approved external corrosion protection system 

and with approved welded or ring seal joints as required for special applications. For pipes that are exposed 

above ground, e.g. pipe bridges, the pipe exterior shall be sandblasted and a zinc metal spray applied and sealed 

with a vinyl or epoxy coating to comply with AS/NZS 2312:1994 to a minimum DFT of 250 μm. 

c)	 PE pipe (either PE 80B or PE 100) to AS/NZS 4130, de-rated as detailed in the Dunedin City Council Pipe 

Materials Selection Report (minimum PN 12.5). The approved applications for PE pipe are; service and supply 

pipes, sub-mains, directional drilling, thrust boring, pipe cracking and for steep or unstable ground conditions, 

with Water and Waste Services Department approval.

d)	 Series 2 PVC-U or PVC-M to AS/NZS 1477 or AS/NZS 4765, de-rated as detailed in this document and used 

only with Water and Waste Services Department approval (minimum PN16). PVC-O pipe to AS 4441, de-rated 

as detailed in this document may be considered with Water and Waste Services Department approval. 

e)	 Stainless steel pipe to ASTM A 312 of grade T316L in schedule 10 or 40, as appropriate for the application are 

acceptable. The acceptable diameters are 4” (with special approval), 6”, 8”, 10” and 12”. Note that stainless 

steel pipes are most likely to be used for exposed pipes e.g. aerial crossings, etc

Pipe sizes

Allowable pipe sizes shall are DN 150, DN 200, DN 250, DN 300 and DN 375. Pipelines larger than DN 450 and 

larger and the design should be based on hydraulic and pressure requirements with pipe diameters matched to 

pipe manufactures standard production schedules).

DN 100 is only to be used in special circumstances with Water and Waste Services Department approval. 

Where PE pipes are selected for specific projects the acceptable pipe diameters shall be as shown in Table 6A.1. 

Note that the DN of PE pipes relates to the pipe OD, whereas the DN of the other pipe materials relates to the 

nominal ID.

	 Table 6A.1: PE pipe equivalent sizes

Nominal Pipe Size PE Pipe Equivalent PE ID (For SDR 11)

DN 100 DN 125 (125 mm OD) 101.5 mm

DN 150 DN 180 (180 mm OD) 145.7 mm

DN 200 DN 250 (250 mm OD) 203.3 mm

DN 250 DN 315 (315 mm OD) 256.2 mm

DN 300 DN 400 (400 mm OD) 325.4 mm

For PE pipelines larger than DN 400, the sizes chosen shall be made from the following standard sizes: 
DN 450, DN 500, DN 560. For DN >560, note that SDR 11 is not available.
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PN Rating

The minimum allowable PN rating of the various pipe materials is shown in Table 6A.2 below. 

Table 6A.2: Minimum allowable pipe pressure ratings

Pipe Material
Authorised 
sizes – DN*

Standard Minimum Remarks

CLDI 100 – 375 PN 35 Rubber ring joint. PE loose sleeving. PN 16 
fittings unless higher pressure required.

MSCL 300 – 450 To suit application, min. steel 
thickness 4.8 mm

Welded or rubber ring joints, approved tape 
wrapping or alternative for exterior.

PVC-M 100 – 450 PN 16 Only Series 2 pipes with rubber ring joints are 
approved. For PVC-O, Material Classes 400 
and 500 are acceptable.PVC-U 100 – 450 PN 16

PE 80B 
 
or PE 100

25 – 63 PN 12.5 Approved mechanical couplings

125 – 400 PN 16 Electrofusion couplers or butt fusion weld**

>400 As approved Butt fusion weld**

* PE diameters relate to the pipe OD, others relate to nominal ID of the pipe.

** Only to be carried out by trained and accredited PE welders.

Allowable pipe sizes, PN and materials for sub-mains and service pipes

The pipe PN shall be de-rated as per Table 6A.3. All water pipes must be at least PN 12.5 (SDR 11) under all 

circumstances. The allowable pipe sizes (actual OD in mm) are: 

•	 DN 25 PE 80B

•	 DN 63 PE 80B

•	 DN 40 and DN 50 PE 80B may be used for service pipes with Water and Waste Services Department 

approval.
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	 Table 6A.3: Service de-rating factors for plastics pipes

Condition Service de-rating Factor Index

PVC-U PVC-M PVC-O PE 80B & 
PE 100

1.	 Installation and handling damage and 
adjustment of SF50

0.95 0.8 0.85 0.85 F
1

2.	 Temperature considerations:
	 Up to 20°C
	 Up to 25°C
	 Up to 30°C
	 For higher temperatures, consult pipe 

manufacturer and use engineering 
judgement

1.0
0.95
0.85

1.0
0.95
0.85

1.0
0.95
0.85

1.0
0.95
0.85

F
2

3.	 Open field or road shoulder
	 Minor Road (light traffic)
	 Major Road (Heavy traffic)
	 Central Business District

1.0
0.95
0.85
0.70

1.0
0.95
0.85
0.70

1.0
0.95
0.90
0.80

1.0
0.95
0.90
0.80

F
3

4.	 Installation method:
	 Conventional trenching
	 Directional drilling
	 Pipe cracking

1.0
N/A
N/A

1.0
N/A
N/A

1.0
N/A
N/A

1.0
0.85
0.85

F
4

5.	 Fatigue de-rating Refer to Selection of Water Supply Pipe Materials Appendix 
B. Note that if PVC-M is de-rated at F

1
 above, treat as for 

PVC-U

The overall de-rating factor to be applied to the PN rating of plastics pipe is calculated:

Overall PN de-rating factor (FO)= F1 x F2 x F3 x F4 

Example 1: A PVC-M water main is to be installed under a major road and to operate at a maximum pressure of 

8.0 bar (80 m head) and maximum temperature of 18°C. What pipe PN rating is required?

Overall de-rating factor (FO) = 0.8 x 1.0 x 0.85 x 1.0 = 0.68

Minimum PN of pipe required = 8.0/0.68 = 11.8 therefore, use PN 12 pipe.

Note that if there is a possibility of raising the operating pressure in the future, increase the PN rating of the pipe. A 

PN 15 pipe will allow for an increase in pressure to 10.2 bar without any compromise to the pipe lifetime (PN 15 x 

0.68 = 10.2).

How to determine pipe material?

There are two key main requirements for determining appropriate pipe materials for a particular application. These 

are:

1.	 Follow the Water Main Pipe Materials Selection Flow Chart (Figure 6A.1) with consideration given to location 

(CBD or otherwise), traffic loading, soil contamination, pipe exposure, fatigue or surge issues, pressure 

requirements, earth movement and risk of third party damage. 

2.	 Calculate the pressure rating for the pipe by first determining the maximum operating pressure for the pipe and 

then de-rating this figure with consideration given to surge pressures, fatigue effects, environmental 

considerations (temperature, traffic loadings etc), handling and installation damage and installation conditions. 

De-rating is only required for plastic pipes and can be calculated using Table 6A.3.
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Figure 6A.1: Water Main Pipe Materials Selection Flow Chart 
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Design and construction of landscaping shall be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of Part 7, 

Landscape Design and Practice of NZS 4404:2004 except as amended and extended for Dunedin City Council 

requirements in the clauses below.

Alternative specific proposals may be submitted with appropriate engineering information that will enable the 

Council to assess the proposal. Alternatives must provide a standard of development equivalent to that provided 

by conforming to NZS 4404:2004 and amendments included herein.

The Dunedin City Council has adopted Part 7 of NZS 4404:2004 with the following additions and/or alterations. All 

clause numbers refer to clauses in NZS 4404:2004.

7.1	 Scope – add to end of clause

The objective of landscape design should be to impart character and identity to urban areas through appropriate 

and compatible landscaping.

Consultation should be undertaken with the Council’s Community and Recreation Services department on all 

landscaping issues prior to the design phase and development plan approvals. This includes what development 

contributions will cover.

7.2.2	 Compatibility with engineering design – add to end of clause

Landscaping shall not cause, or potentially cause, interference or damage to roadways and utility services, or 

increase the costs of maintenance of those services; or create adverse effects on the flow of surface water or 

increase flood risk.

7.2.4	 Recreation reserves – add to end of clause

Public land for reserves shall only be created where there is an identified need. This should be determined by 

consultation with the Community and Recreation Services department at the initial concept stage. 

7.3	 Design – add before clause 7.3.1.1

Planting and other landscaping shall be appropriate to and compatible with the local environment. Species selection 

shall be based on consideration of the following:

•	 ability to survive on the site

•	 sympathetic to the scale of the section and berm sizes

•	 consistent with neighbouring landscape features

•	 provide for long-term sustainable management.

Planting and other landscaping features shall be easily maintained and minimize overall life cycle costs inclusive of 

establishment, maintenance and replacement. In a traffic island, the subgrade shall be removed to the required 

depth.

7.3.1.1	 Location – add to end of clause

All trees and vegetation planted near the high voltage transmission lines must comply (including when maturity is 

reached) with the Electrical (Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003.

7.3.2.1	 Tree/plant size – add to end of clause

The type, height and placement of planting in public areas should be such that it minimises opportunity for 

concealment, restriction of vehicle operators’ vision, reduction in sunlight penetration or other adverse effects on 

the use of adjacent land. No planting or landscape feature shall obstruct traffic, pedestrian movement or traffic 

visibility.

Part 7:	Landscape Design and Practice
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7.4.1	 Construction introduction – add to end of clause

Appropriate maintenance and plant replacement shall be undertaken until final inspection and sign-off for practical 

completion is obtained from the Council’s Community and Recreation Services Manager at the end of the 

maintenance period.

7.4.1.2	 Construction introduction – amend clause

Amend clause 7.4.1.2 by deleting “18 months” and replacing with “12 months”.

7.4.5.4	 Juvenile tree planting – amend clause

Amend (b) and (e) to read:

(b)	 Ground shall be cultivated to a minimum depth of 2.5 times the size of the plant container width to break up 

any compaction and fracture subsoil and afford drainage to hard rock areas.

(e)	 Each tree shall be fertilised with a minimum of 15 g of slow release fertilizer.

7.4.5.5	 Juvenile tree planting – amend clause

Replace “18 months” with “12 months”.
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Development of reserves shall be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of Part 8, Reserves of NZS 

4404:2004 except as amended and extended for Dunedin City Council requirements in the clauses below.

Alternative specific proposals may be submitted with appropriate engineering information that will enable the 

Council to assess the proposal. Alternatives must provide a standard of development equivalent to that provided 

by conforming to NZS 4404:2004 and amendments included herein.

The Dunedin City Council has adopted Part 8 of NZS 4404:2004 with the following additions and/or alterations. All 

clause numbers refer to clauses in NZS 4404:2004.

8.1	 Scope – add to end of clause

The Council’s requirements for new reserve provisions should be determined prior to the initial design stage through 

consultation with the Community and Recreation Services department. 

When assessing reserve provision and development proposals the Council will look to:

•	 Filling existing gaps in reserve provisions

•	 Encouraging development or expansion of existing reserves

•	 Development designs and construction that are sympathetic to the location

•	 Preserving existing lookout and observation viewing points

•	 Securing reserve provision in the final stage of any subdivision. 

Any additional reserve proposals that extend beyond the Council’s current level of service, or esplanade reserve 

requirements under the District Plan should include recreation, cultural, ecological or biodiversity assessments. 

A full 20 m esplanade reserve as defined by the District Plan shall be provided as a minimum requirement along the 

coastline for coastal protection and public access to be vested in Council. Developers may be required to define 

the mean high water spring (MHWS) at the date of the subdivision application.

8.2	 General – add before clause 8.2.1

All reserve provision and development proposals should be approved by the Council’s Community and Recreation 

Services department prior to any public consultation.

8.2.1	 General – replace clause

All soft landscape planting, including reserve specimen trees, will be carried out by the Council and funded by 

development contributions; or where separately agreed, landscape planting is to be carried out in accordance with 

Part 7 of this Code.

8.2.2	 General – add to end of clause

No work is to be carried out until development contributions have been calculated and agreed.

8.2.3	 General – add to end of clause

There shall be appropriate retaining treatments used to keep mulch within landscaped areas where separately 

agreed.

8.2.4	 General – add to end of clause

Fencing shall have a consistent boundary treatment. Open fence designs will be considered where the development 

plan can clearly identify alternative boundary definitions. Post and chain treatments may be required adjacent to 

street frontages.

8.3.1	 Activity – amend clause part (a)

Add “including removal of any trees”.

Part 8:	Reserves
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8.3.3	 Stormwater drainage for reserves –add to end of clause

Any stormwater retention or wetland proposal for reserves should not cover more than 30% of the defined reserve 

unless other design features are provided for to allow recreation use during wet periods. 

8.3.5	 Park furniture/structure – amend clause

Replace the last sentence of the second paragraph with the following:

The design of any landscape features must be considered as an integral part of the reserve and should be designed 

in accordance with ‘Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED)’ principles.

8.3.6	 Pedestrian accessways – add to end of clause

Any pedestrian accessway that provides direct access to an existing or proposed new reserve should provide the 

shortest possible length of access and comply with clause 3.3.12 (Part 3 of this Code) for width and fencing 

requirements. Alternative surface treatment will be considered where it is in keeping with the adjoining reserve with 

a maximum finished gradient of 1 vertical to 4 horizontal and agreed to as part of the reserve development plan 

proposal specified in clause 8.2.2. 

Where it is proposed to incorporate stormwater secondary flow management in any pedestrian accessways 

between streets, surface treatment and planting options should be discussed with the Community and Recreation 

Services department at the initial concept stage. 

8.3.7	 Presentation of reserves – amend clause

Amend (d) as follows:

•	 Replace “pegged” with “identified”.

Amend (f) as follows:

•	 Add “when specified” after “landscape planting”.
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Design and construction of Power, Telecommunications and Gas shall be undertaken in accordance with the 

requirements of Part 9, Power, Telecommunications, Gas of NZS 4404:2004, except as amended and extended 

for Dunedin City Council requirements in the clauses below.

Alternative specific proposals may be submitted with appropriate engineering information that will enable the 

Council to assess the proposal.

The Dunedin City Council has adopted Part 9 of NZS 4404:2004 with the following additions and/or alterations. All 

clause numbers refer to clauses in NZS 4404:2004.

9.1	 Scope – add to end of clause

Design and construction of gas, telephone and electricity facilities shall be to the requirements and approval of the 

respective network utility operators. Design and construction shall recognise the operating access and service 

requirements of other adjacent utilities.

Infrastructure shall be compatible with network requirements and to the safety and service standards adopted by 

the network utility operator without adversely affecting the level of service provided by other network utility 

operators.

The Dunedin City District Plan specifies zones in which it is required that all allotments shall have reticulated power 

and telephone services available within the allotment or within the road providing access (Rule 18.5.6(b) of the 

District Plan). In these zones the Council will not grant subdivision approval where this service is not available, 

unless the consent holder upgrades or extends the service to the Council’s satisfaction or an alternative solution is 

approved by the Council.

9.2	 General – amend clause

Add the following to the end of (c):

Where a new gas supply is being proposed to service a subdivision, appropriate land to install and service an 

underground tank should be provided for within the proposed subdivision.

Add after (c):

(d) 	Alternative energy supply systems. Alternative energy supply systems such as small scale wind, solar and 

hydroelectric systems may be considered on a case by case basis by the Council. A consent notice under Sec 

221 of the Resource Management Act 1991 shall be registered on all titles likely to be used for residential 

purposes and not connected to the National Grid. The notice shall state that a reticulated electricity supply is 

not readily available and that the Council has approved the creation of the allotment on the basis that the owner 

will be responsible for providing their own supply of electrical energy.

9.3.2	 Utilities above ground – add to end of clause

All services in urban areas shall be underground unless otherwise authorised by the Council. 

In some rural areas the Council may require services to be underground; otherwise overhead reticulation is 

acceptable.

9.5	 Additional requirements – add new clause

Compliance certificate

A compliance certificate shall be provided from the relevant network utility operator, stating that the design and 

construction of gas, telephone or electricity facilities is satisfactory in standard and level of service and that the 

network utility operator has undertaken to take over operation and maintenance of the facilities at no cost to the 

Council.

Part 9:	Power, Telecommunications, Gas
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Alternative means of supply

Proposals for alternative means of providing electrical and telecommunications services may be considered, 

particularly in rural areas, where it is demonstrated that this is the best practicable option and that the alternative 

means of supply is sustainable as a permanent supply. 

Where a community-based system is used, a compliance certificate shall be provided by a suitably qualified and 

experienced person, certifying that the design and construction of the system is adequate for its purpose and 

meets all relevant standards. This shall also contain: system details and performance, operation and maintenance 

requirements, as built drawings, monitoring and reporting requirements.

Easements

Easements are necessary where underground services for one property cross another. Parks and reserves should 

also be regarded as private land in this respect, and the Reserves Act 1977 requires formal easement agreements 

for underground services. This also applies to any easements being transferred into Council ownership.
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This Appendix contains Dunedin City Council standard arrangement drawings to be used in addition to those in NZS 

4404:2004.

Roading

RS-024	 Minimum Traffic Sight Lines at Non-signalised Intersections

RS-025	 Typical Cross Section Services 

RS-026	 Rural/Rural Residential Road Intersections

RS-027	 Slope Design and Minimum Compaction Standard

RS-028	 Stormwater Superpits

RS-029	 Catchpit Details

RS-030	 Kerb and Channel Details

Water and Waste Services

10317	 Connection of Stormwater Drains to Kerb and Channel

10318	 Detail of Intake and Outlet without Vertical Grate and Sill

10319	 Detail of Intake and Outlet with Vertical Grate 

10320	 Detail of Intake and Outlet with Inlet Sill

10321	 Detail of Intake and Outlet with Inlet Sill and Vertical Grate 

10322	 Concrete Haunching for Rubber Ring Jointed Pipes 100 mm-600 mm Pipes

10323	 Drop Installation Precast Manhole

10324	 Pipe Bedding Detail

10325	 Cut-off Walls and Trench Drainage for DN 150 to DN 300 Sewers

10326	 Thrust/Anchor Blocks for DN 100 to DN 375 Mains – Sheet 1

10327	 Thrust/Anchor Blocks for DN 100 to DN 375 Mains – Sheet 2

10328	 Bulkheads and Trench Drainage for DN 150 and DN 300 Sewers

10329	 Precast Manhole for uPVC Pipes Granular Bedding and Surround

10330	 Precast Manholes with Approved Cover and Frame

10334	 Bedding, Backfill and Surface Reinstatement

10336	 Joint Wrapping Details

10337	 Typical Sluice Valve and Fire Hydrant Installation at Intersection

10338	 Detail for Double Service Connection

10339	 Typical Fire Hydrant Installation

10340	 Mid Line Connection Detail

10341	 End Connection of Rider Main to Principal Main

10342	 Typical 20 mm ID Household Service Connection

10343	 Typical Water Main Sluice Valve Installation

10344	 Typical 20 mm ID Household or Commercial Meter Installation for Pedestrian Only Areas

10345	 Typical Air Valve Installation

10346	 Typical 20 mm ID Household or Commercial Meter Installation Used for Vehicle Accessways

Appendix A1: Standard Drawings



54

Dunedin Code of Subdivision and Development 2010

August 2010

Water and Waste Services Continued

10347	 Typical Rider Main in Private Right of Way

10348	 Typical Rider Main on Short Cul-de-sac Less than 65 m Long

10349	 Typical Rider Main on Long Cul-de-sac More than 65 m Long

10350	 Typical Water Supply to a Rear Lot Over Right of Way

10351	 Typical Water Supply to a Single Lot with Several Residential Lots

10352	 Typical Water Service Laid in Common Trench with Another Service
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