HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FOR SCHEDULED HERITAGE BUILDING:
FORMER CHINESE MISSION CHURCH AND MANSE

Google Streetview, accessed 18 Nov 2022 (church at street front, manse, partly obscured, to the rear)

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Temporary 2GP Scheduled Heritage BX049i - 60/60A Carroll Street, Dunedin

Building Reference No: BX049ii — 58 Carroll Street, Dunedin

Address: 58 Carroll Street, Dunedin
60 Carroll Street, Dunedin
60A Carroll Street, Dunedin

Located within a Heritage Precinct: No

HNZPT List Reference & Description: N/A

Heritage Covenant: No
Building Use at Time of Record: Residential
Condition of Property: Not known to be at risk because of condition

SUMMARY OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT

Historic/Social Meets criteria
Spiritual/Cultural Meets criteria

Design Meets criteria
Technological/Scientific Does not meet criteria
RECOMMENDATION:

The building meets one or more of the significance criteria from Policy 2.4.2.1.b and is recommended
for inclusion in Appendix Al.1 of the 2GP.
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RECOMMENDED PROTECTION

[Tick] Features Details

4 Building envelope 60/60A Carroll Street — Facade to Carroll Street and
northeast elevation.

58 Carroll Street - Facade to Carroll Street
External/ancillary elements

Internal elements and/or rooms Not considered as part of this desktop assessment. Owner
may nominate interior elements for protection.

Excluded elements

STTAEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Chinese Mission Church and Manse have historic, cultural, and design significance for their association
with the Presbyterian mission to the Chinese community in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Located
on what was Walker Street (now Carroll), an area that historically had a strong Chinese community, the two
buildings, designed by J Louis Salmond, recall the work of Alexander Don and Chinese pastors with the urban
Chinese community.

The Chinese Mission Church and Manse are comparable to scheduled heritage buildings within Dunedin of a
similar type and period. When compared with other scheduled buildings, they meet the threshold to be
included on the district plan heritage schedule.

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

Architectural Period Victorian (1838-1901)

Style Plainly detailed ecclesiastical/residential

Era/Date of Construction 1897

Architect/Designer/Builder J L Salmond (architect)
Crawford and Watson (builders)

Historic Use & Cultural Associations Chinese Mission Church

Primary Construction Materials Brick, corrugate roofing, timber joinery [some
aluminium]

Notable Architectural Characteristics 60/60A Carroll Street — Gabled form, regular

fenestration of windows, entry porch.



58 Carroll Street — Flat face villa with recessed entry.

Previous site development
The title to this land was issued to the Presbyterian Board of Property in 1896 A ‘dilapidated wooden
structure’ was demolished to clear the site.

Design and construction

The Chinese Mission Church and manse are associated with Alexander Don’s mission to proselytize the urban
Chinese community in the 1890s. David Murray writes that ‘the urban Chinese population grew significantly
during the 1880s, and in 1889 Don moved his headquarters to Dunedin, taking a small hall at the corner of
Lees and Jones streets.

The first hall was small and costly to rent, so in 1895 fundraising efforts for a new building began. In the latter
part of 1896 and early months of 1897, a new brick church building was erected in Walker (now Carroll)
Street, in an area where many Chinese people lived and worked. The site was just down from St Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church (led by Rev. Rutherford Waddell) with which the mission maintained a close connection.

The Chinese Mission Hall and Manse were designed by prominent Dunedin architect J L Salmond. The site
was, the Evening Star noted, on the site ‘known years ago as “the Devil’s half-acre.”” The manse, a two-storey
residence, and the 45 by 25ft hall, were built of brick. The hall was to seat 150 worshippers. The total cost
was £1,227, with about half the cost raised by the community.
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Plans of the Church; Hocken Collections MS-3821/3657.
A photograph, possibly taken soon after the buildings were completed, shows the Chinese Mission Church
with its castellated entrance porch (the castellations were removed pre-1955), rendered facings around the

doors and windows, and the similarly detailed two-storey brick manse to the rear.

The plans for the manse have not been located.

Chinese Church - Dunedin Presbyterian Research Centre, accessed 18 Nov 2022,

https://prc.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/82803

Notable people/Themes

Dunedin’s Chinese Community
The nineteenth century mission to the urban Chinese people living in the Stafford Street area is a significant
theme in Dunedin’s history, and for the history of the Chinese community. The buildings are associated with

several significant Chinese pastors and evangelists, including Timothy Fay Loie, F L Law and William Chan, as
well as Foong Lai Law. Other buildings associated with Dunedin’s Chinese community have been recognised
for their significance; Sew Hoy Building at 29 Stafford Street (B1381)

Alexander Don (1857-1934)
Australian-born Don trained as a teacher before coming to Dunedin in January 1879 taking up a position as

Presbyterian missionary to the region’s Chinese gold-seekers. Working around Otago and Southland, he
travelled to Chinese communities with little positive impact. From 1889, he was based in Dunedin. He set up
the Canton Villages Mission in the 1890s. Although he had limited success as a missionary, Don’s writings,


https://prc.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/82803

and records form much of the information that survives about Otago’s nineteenth-century Chinese
community.

Later history and development

A summary of the Chinese Mission in Otago records early Chinese Evangelists included Timothy Fay Loie, Mr F
L Law and Mr William Chan, the latter being the first convert of the Chinese Church in Dunedin, who was sent
for theological training to Canton for four years. In 1913, however, due to dwindling numbers and the lowest
attendance in the Dunedin Chinese Church since its opening, Rev Don was transferred to the North Island
where he could reach the scattered but growing North Island Chinese population. The work around Dunedin
was carried on by volunteer helpers and remained at a low ebb until 1926 when Mr FL Law arrived.

Rev. Yik Tak Fong and Chinese Church Presbyterian Research Centre (c.1955), accessed 18 Nov 2022,
https://prc.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/3572

‘Built in Dunedin’ records:
‘One of the first of the Chinese-born pastors was Foong Lai Law, assistant preacher to Don from 1909
to 1910, and ‘Evangelist to Chinese in and around Dunedin’ from 1926 to 1931. Sometime after the
outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war in 1937 the Government allowed Chinese women and children to
come to New Zealand to be reunited with their husbands and fathers. During the Second World War,
when Rev. Andrew Miller was minister, language classes were run to help these new migrants, and
domestic and social assistance was also offered. Miller died in 1944 and his wife Ellen (Nellie)
afterwards continued in a joint leadership role with Rev. George Hunter McNeur. They were
succeeded by Yik Tak Fong in 1951.

Eventually the church shed its ‘mission’ status, becoming the Dunedin Presbyterian Chinese Church,
an independent Presbyterian parish within the Presbytery of Dunedin. The brickwork on the building
was plastered over and the castellation on the porch removed. In 1993, the congregation moved to
the redeveloped former North Dunedin presbyterian church hall in Howe Street. The congregation
continues to worship there and has a membership of about 180.

The old church was converted to residential use in the 1990s and the conversion saw two new
windows installed in the front wall and the original door and surround replaced with recycled
elements. The building’s appearance, still church-like and as modest as it always was, gives little hint
of its strong historic and cultural significance.’


https://prc.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/3572

The Otago Presbyterian Church Board of Property sold the manse and the church in 1995.1 Both provide
residential accommodation. The timber window joinery of the manse has been replaced with aluminium.

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

HISTORIC/SOCIAL

The buildings demonstrate heritage values within this criterion. The former Chinese Mission Church and
Manse have historical significance. They represent an aspect of the history of the Chinese community in
Dunedin, in this inner-city area where many Chinese people lived in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. The buildings also represent the history of Christian missions to the Chinese community,
particularly the mission of Alexander Don, and the work of the Chinese pastors such as Foong Lai Law,
establishing a Chinese Presbyterian Church that survives today.

SPIRITUAL/CULTURAL

The buildings demonstrate heritage values to a lesser degree within this criterion. The church has been in
residential use since the 1990s, however, the church and manse have heritage value for their past association
with the Chinese Christian community in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (recognised only
by the Sew Hoy building at 29 Stafford Street). The buildings are evidence of the Christian missionary culture
that saw missions to the urban Chinese in Dunedin and to China itself.

DESIGN

The buildings demonstrate heritage values to a lesser degree within this criterion, primarily for their
association with James Louis Salmond. The Chinese Mission Church and Manse are modest designs by
prominent Dunedin architect John Louis Salmond. Plainly detailed, they reflect the small project budget and
do not demonstrate any explicit Chinese references. The buildings retain a fair level of architectural integrity.

TECHNOLOGICAL/SCIENTIFIC

The building does not demonstrate heritage values within this criterion.

REFERENCES

See appended information
Built in Dunedin, Chinese Mission Church | Built in Dunedin

James Ng. 'Don, Alexander', Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, first published in 1993. Te Ara - the
Encyclopedia of New Zealand, https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/2d13/don-alexander (accessed 18
November 2022)

1 Record of Title 0T109/84, Land Information New Zealand.
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NZ Chinese Mission History (presbyterian.org.nz)
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SATURDAY, BAY 16, 1896.

Our supplement contains a paper on the
education system read by Mr ] Fheo. Cooper
before the Anglicen Church Congress at
Auckland, notes of a tour through the
North Islann‘ cyeling and cliess notes,
original poetry, corcespondence, and other
matter.

Plain-clothes Constables Cooney and Bto-
berg last evening arrested a Chinaman on a
charge of having attempted to criminally
agsault a girl under the age of fourteen years.
Accused was brought before the Court this
morning, and on the application of his
coungel a remand was granted till Tuesday.

Mr Don, wissionary to the Chinese, who
hitherto has been struggling against the
difficulty of insutficient accommodation in
Dunedia, will shortly move inte commo-
dious qguarters, the Presbytery having
authorised the erection of a mission halland
& manse in Walker street, right-hand side
going up, just above Hope strest-—on the
site known years ago as ‘‘ the Devil's half-
acre.”  Mr J. L. Salmond, architcet, has
prepared plans for a neat two-storey resi-
dence and & hall 45 x 25, seated for 150
persons. The premises will be in brick,
oceupying the site now taken up by a dlIo.pL-
dated wooden structure.
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The Walker atrest Chinese Missfon
Church was opened very successfully on
Sundsy afterncon, in the presence of 174
Chinese—the largest number that has ever
sssembled in Dupedin in a Christian place of
worship. Visitors were present from a dis-
tance, two coming from places over 150
miles off, and & number from places nearer.
The service was condocted by the resident
missionary (Rev. Alex. Don), ansisted by Mr
Thomas Chang Luke, for the lAst two years
catechist at Wellington, who is on his way
back to Victoria. Several Europeans, who
work for the spiritual good of the Dunedin
Chinese, were present, including Messrs
Heary White, Walter Paterson, and Joseph
Ioge.” Chiness and Europeans alike joined
in congratulation on the successful comple-
tion, free of debt, of the Mission Church and
manse. The building and site cost, alto-
gether, £1,250, £650 of which was granted
by the Presbyterian Church Board of Pro-
perty, the balanco having been raised by
subscription—the Chinese themselves giving
£170. At night the four Chinese Christians
p t joined the missionary and two other
European workers in holy commanion.
tea meeting is announced for this evening.

The Committee of the carters and express-
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CHINESE MISSION CHURCH, CHINI
The tes mecting in conmection with the EVENING
opening of the Chinese Mission Church in
Walker streo. was held last night and at- Using Thi
tended by as many persons as could be com- |
fortably accommedsted, the Chinese resi-
dent§ testifying to their interest in the NO KNOW!

mission by mustering to the number of
nearly a couple of hundred. The building
was tastefully decorated in a rather novel
manner, Chioese flower scrolls and other
devices that are not usually seen at such
festivals being sapplied by the benefioiarics.
Two of these scrolls, handsomely got up,
were a present from three Chinese residents
to the Rev. A, Don, the elergyman who has
epecially devoted himself, with encouraging
results, to missicnary work among the un®
Iaarned visitors from Chins. The tables ab
the tea mesting were presided over by Mes-
dames Lindeay Mackie, W, Basncrmaa, A,
_G.jBe ',‘W. Howitson, J. Gibb, R, Glendia-
ing, Kirkland, Lo Keong, Gordon Mac-
donald, Stevensen, Dick, and A. Don,
Misses Lo Keong, Dickson, Armour, Ban-
nerman, Mackie, Reid, Cairns, Abelsied,
and Helen Don, assisted by s number of
willing and enthusiastic friends of the mis.
sion. The after meeting was held in St.
‘Andrew's Church Hall, where the Rev, W.
Banperman (always a ludii;g haod in
evangelising work), the Rev. W. Hewitson,
Ed the Rev. Ruhhs]:’fﬁ;i ‘Vdndﬂen ad-
essed the large assem and the Re
A. Don aleo spoke, menuioning, in l.lﬂ
course of his remarks, that the sum of
£619 1s 11d had been raised towards the
building of the church and manse, the
Chinese contributing £174 19s. A feature
of the musical arrangementa during the
evening was the performance of solos by
Chan Luke and Wong Hin Ming on Chinese
flutes, and the hn.l?riuhnrd selections by
other Chinese were also appreciated,
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THE CHINESE MISSION

The apsning of the recently-erocted Chinesn
Plission Chureh In Walker strect was colebriled
lueb wight by a tea et i, which was held faihe
clhinrch. There was u larg: atltendance npom £l
acedion, over 190 Chineseand about 40 Kurepesng
portaking of the tea, whivh was provided Ly
& number of Ducedin Tudics, who were assistol in
their wndertakieg by donations from  reverl
tradesmen, The Luildirg, whirh s & Iwicl:
stracture, capable of senting IR0 peraons, pre-
hended o overy cheerfol aprearance.  Tle walls
were dozorated with o numbor of Chivirss fower
seiille wind ather sinaiasots, pang Lheas Being an
antilbetical cusplet in the fomm of u puir of seralls

stidsamely feamed with a silt and be-nd frame,
Theve ure twa inserictiogs on the serallz, 1l wenin
ong heivg in black valver, and the seeonlary one jn
gold Jeltering, while eacli of Hhe letters hiava huoen
cnb out oand clued o g backoreownd of 1

sweneld dawatle These comalls wors R CUT |
by thiree Chinese residents to the Thev, A BPgn—is
is presiined us a wark of apprezizlion of the warlp
ome Ly him amonsat the Clineses, ut uo Bara.
peae except that geatlemsn is nble b suy what iy
expresiod in the eanplet, The doncrs of thiz
handsome peocent, 6wy e mentionel, are

Gserd Weng. Kine Vip, Wone Shue Chun, aml
Ly oy Tawt, Vi Nowing are the tmaes of flhe
ladiics who alo the tables = Azl
Liudray Blakis, 1y, Lannerman, A, € T, W
Tawitson, J. Gibb, . Glenilining, irdanl, La
Teng, Unnlag Mugdanadd? Mtovepson, I Helk, woil
Ao T, Misees Ly Keouz, 14 Tegun, Armour,
Bannesoan, Muckic, Wi, Cairns, Abalsted, wwal
Meles Dan,  Messes J Dioges mmi U8, 12eivl wlso lens
Hueir asafatages to the Lidies, After the niatorial
wants of boeth Uhinese aml Furapeans ol leen
thoronghly sabisfied, un arljosreiment was imade tg
the Bt Andrew®s Charch Hadl, wisere a o realy.
attended  pubilic  mectiog was held, miret
of the Cliree wive bl partaken  of the
ea previsusly Lo among  those  presenpt,
The irevs, W, It threriane, AW e, WL
Hewitsnn, J. 3, Fraser, I Roreie, Iutheriond
Waildell, sl A, L e el geats an the pla.
foren, aud pddressos  wore given Ly Messpy
Favuerman, Mewitaon, wmel Waddgll, Flie Fraey,
A Mun, in mnveng a vale of 1henls tg thuse wlhn
had coutribmted so liarally to the building of
thea tission premiea— e ol ol the masee,

safd that the tofal simdunt pleed was LU T
ThL OF thin amunt £i7 I had Leen eng.
tributed Ly 839 Chinese, und (e Lalanes Ly
Varopeuns. Jemoy be sinled that ' e Llinten )
Pluckie fa givl only 14 yoary of afge) ridgsd £14 0y
A tewanls the bl T, wmed Mian Iaisy
Limiriner £ 4, both young tadies selting up
sades of wark foe the prrpese. Diriog the ovag-
ing sulos o a Chinese 1lufe wepe eontrilimtel Ty
Messry Chean 1uke ol Wi Hin Ming  Muaars
Wonz Wye gl Key Uhew Leek paeh pliyed
selegtinn on the birpsichort, wod sevars! Tryanhyg
were alen sung by the aesetnlilage, the 1hinese
s;iru,'iing in theif owo languapge and the Fertcangeans
W 1lglrs.
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