
   
 

HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FOR SCHEDULED HERITAGE BUILDING:  

FORMER CHINESE MISSION CHURCH AND MANSE 

 

Google Streetview, accessed 18 Nov 2022 (church at street front, manse, partly obscured, to the rear) 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Temporary 2GP Scheduled Heritage 
Building Reference No: 

BX049i - 60/60A Carroll Street, Dunedin 

BX049ii – 58 Carroll Street, Dunedin 

Address: 58 Carroll Street, Dunedin 

60 Carroll Street, Dunedin 

60A Carroll Street, Dunedin 

Located within a Heritage Precinct: No 

HNZPT List Reference & Description: N/A 

Heritage Covenant:  No 

Building Use at Time of Record: Residential 

Condition of Property: Not known to be at risk because of condition 

SUMMARY OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT 

Historic/Social  Meets criteria 

Spiritual/Cultural  Meets criteria 

Design  Meets criteria 

Technological/Scientific  Does not meet criteria 

RECOMMENDATION:  

The building meets one or more of the significance criteria from Policy 2.4.2.1.b and is recommended 
for inclusion in Appendix A1.1 of the 2GP. 
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RECOMMENDED PROTECTION  
[Tick] Features Details 

 Building envelope 60/60A Carroll Street – Façade to Carroll Street and 
northeast elevation.  

58 Carroll Street - Façade to Carroll Street 

 External/ancillary elements  

 Internal elements and/or rooms Not considered as part of this desktop assessment. Owner 
may nominate interior elements for protection. 

 Excluded elements  

 

STTAEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Chinese Mission Church and Manse have historic, cultural, and design significance for their association 
with the Presbyterian mission to the Chinese community in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Located 
on what was Walker Street (now Carroll), an area that historically had a strong Chinese community, the two 
buildings, designed by J Louis Salmond, recall the work of Alexander Don and Chinese pastors with the urban 
Chinese community.  
 
The Chinese Mission Church and Manse are comparable to scheduled heritage buildings within Dunedin of a 
similar type and period. When compared with other scheduled buildings, they meet the threshold to be 
included on the district plan heritage schedule. 

 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

Architectural Period Victorian (1838-1901) 

Style Plainly detailed ecclesiastical/residential 

Era/Date of Construction 1897 

Architect/Designer/Builder J L Salmond (architect) 

Crawford and Watson (builders) 

Historic Use & Cultural Associations Chinese Mission Church 

Primary Construction Materials Brick, corrugate roofing, timber joinery [some 
aluminium] 

Notable Architectural Characteristics 60/60A Carroll Street – Gabled form, regular 
fenestration of windows, entry porch. 
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58 Carroll Street – Flat face villa with recessed entry.  

 
Previous site development 
The title to this land was issued to the Presbyterian Board of Property in 1896 A ‘dilapidated wooden 
structure’ was demolished to clear the site. 
 
Design and construction 
The Chinese Mission Church and manse are associated with Alexander Don’s mission to proselytize the urban 
Chinese community in the 1890s. David Murray writes that ‘the urban Chinese population grew significantly 
during the 1880s, and in 1889 Don moved his headquarters to Dunedin, taking a small hall at the corner of 
Lees and Jones streets. 
 
The first hall was small and costly to rent, so in 1895 fundraising efforts for a new building began. In the latter 
part of 1896 and early months of 1897, a new brick church building was erected in Walker (now Carroll) 
Street, in an area where many Chinese people lived and worked. The site was just down from St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church (led by Rev. Rutherford Waddell) with which the mission maintained a close connection.  
 
The Chinese Mission Hall and Manse were designed by prominent Dunedin architect J L Salmond. The site 
was, the Evening Star noted, on the site ‘known years ago as “the Devil’s half-acre.”’ The manse, a two-storey 
residence, and the 45 by 25ft hall, were built of brick. The hall was to seat 150 worshippers. The total cost 
was £1,227, with about half the cost raised by the community. 
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Plans of the Church; Hocken Collections MS-3821/3657. 
 

A photograph, possibly taken soon after the buildings were completed, shows the Chinese Mission Church 
with its castellated entrance porch (the castellations were removed pre-1955), rendered facings around the 
doors and windows, and the similarly detailed two-storey brick manse to the rear.  
 
The plans for the manse have not been located. 

 
Chinese Church - Dunedin Presbyterian Research Centre, accessed 18 Nov 2022, 

https://prc.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/82803 
 
Notable people/Themes 
 
Dunedin’s Chinese Community 
The nineteenth century mission to the urban Chinese people living in the Stafford Street area is a significant 
theme in Dunedin’s history, and for the history of the Chinese community. The buildings are associated with 
several significant Chinese pastors and evangelists, including Timothy Fay Loie, F L Law and William Chan, as 
well as Foong Lai Law. Other buildings associated with Dunedin’s Chinese community have been recognised 
for their significance; Sew Hoy Building at 29 Stafford Street (B1381) 
 
Alexander Don (1857-1934)  
Australian-born Don trained as a teacher before coming to Dunedin in January 1879 taking up a position as 
Presbyterian missionary to the region’s Chinese gold-seekers. Working around Otago and Southland, he 
travelled to Chinese communities with little positive impact. From 1889, he was based in Dunedin. He set up 
the Canton Villages Mission in the 1890s. Although he had limited success as a missionary, Don’s writings, 
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and records form much of the information that survives about Otago’s nineteenth-century Chinese 
community. 
 
Later history and development 
A summary of the Chinese Mission in Otago records early Chinese Evangelists included Timothy Fay Loie, Mr F 
L Law and Mr William Chan, the latter being the first convert of the Chinese Church in Dunedin, who was sent 
for theological training to Canton for four years. In 1913, however, due to dwindling numbers and the lowest 
attendance in the Dunedin Chinese Church since its opening, Rev Don was transferred to the North Island 
where he could reach the scattered but growing North Island Chinese population. The work around Dunedin 
was carried on by volunteer helpers and remained at a low ebb until 1926 when Mr FL Law arrived. 

 
Rev. Yik Tak Fong and Chinese Church Presbyterian Research Centre (c.1955), accessed 18 Nov 2022, 

https://prc.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/3572 
 
‘Built in Dunedin’ records:  

‘One of the first of the Chinese-born pastors was Foong Lai Law, assistant preacher to Don from 1909 
to 1910, and ‘Evangelist to Chinese in and around Dunedin’ from 1926 to 1931. Sometime after the 
outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war in 1937 the Government allowed Chinese women and children to 
come to New Zealand to be reunited with their husbands and fathers. During the Second World War, 
when Rev. Andrew Miller was minister, language classes were run to help these new migrants, and 
domestic and social assistance was also offered. Miller died in 1944 and his wife Ellen (Nellie) 
afterwards continued in a joint leadership role with Rev. George Hunter McNeur. They were 
succeeded by Yik Tak Fong in 1951. 

 
Eventually the church shed its ‘mission’ status, becoming the Dunedin Presbyterian Chinese Church, 
an independent Presbyterian parish within the Presbytery of Dunedin. The brickwork on the building 
was plastered over and the castellation on the porch removed. In 1993, the congregation moved to 
the redeveloped former North Dunedin presbyterian church hall in Howe Street. The congregation 
continues to worship there and has a membership of about 180. 

 
The old church was converted to residential use in the 1990s and the conversion saw two new 
windows installed in the front wall and the original door and surround replaced with recycled 
elements. The building’s appearance, still church-like and as modest as it always was, gives little hint 
of its strong historic and cultural significance.’  
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The Otago Presbyterian Church Board of Property sold the manse and the church in 1995.1 Both provide 
residential accommodation. The timber window joinery of the manse has been replaced with aluminium. 
 

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

HISTORIC/SOCIAL 
The buildings demonstrate heritage values within this criterion. The former Chinese Mission Church and 
Manse have historical significance. They represent an aspect of the history of the Chinese community in 
Dunedin, in this inner-city area where many Chinese people lived in the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. The buildings also represent the history of Christian missions to the Chinese community, 
particularly the mission of Alexander Don, and the work of the Chinese pastors such as Foong Lai Law, 
establishing a Chinese Presbyterian Church that survives today.  

 

SPIRITUAL/CULTURAL 
The buildings demonstrate heritage values to a lesser degree within this criterion. The church has been in 
residential use since the 1990s, however, the church and manse have heritage value for their past association 
with the Chinese Christian community in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (recognised only 
by the Sew Hoy building at 29 Stafford Street). The buildings are evidence of the Christian missionary culture 
that saw missions to the urban Chinese in Dunedin and to China itself. 
 

DESIGN 
The buildings demonstrate heritage values to a lesser degree within this criterion, primarily for their 
association with James Louis Salmond. The Chinese Mission Church and Manse are modest designs by 
prominent Dunedin architect John Louis Salmond. Plainly detailed, they reflect the small project budget and 
do not demonstrate any explicit Chinese references. The buildings retain a fair level of architectural integrity.  
 

TECHNOLOGICAL/SCIENTIFIC 
The building does not demonstrate heritage values within this criterion.  
 

REFERENCES 
See appended information 
Built in Dunedin, Chinese Mission Church | Built in Dunedin 
 
James Ng. 'Don, Alexander', Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, first published in 1993. Te Ara - the 
Encyclopedia of New Zealand, https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/2d13/don-alexander  (accessed 18 
November 2022)  

 
1 Record of Title OT109/84, Land Information New Zealand. 
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NZ Chinese Mission History (presbyterian.org.nz) 
 
DCPC 但尼丁華人禮拜堂- 教會簡介 
 

Date Assessment Completed 11 April 2023 Author HB 

Date Peer Reviewed 21 June 2024 Reviewer MM 

Date Confirmed Complete 1 August 2024 
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