
HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FOR HERITAGE BUILDING: 

WOODHAUGH STORE (FORMER) 

Google Streetview, accessed 16 November 2022 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Temporary 2GP Heritage Schedule 
Site Number 

BX047 

Address 79 Malvern Street, Dunedin 

Located within a Heritage Precinct N/A 

HNZPT List Reference & Description N/A 

Heritage Covenant No 

Building Use at Time of Record Residential 

Condition of Property Not known to be at risk because of condition 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT 

Historic/Social Meets criteria 

Spiritual/Cultural Does not meet criteria 

Design Meets criteria 

Technological/Scientific Does not meet criteria 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The building meets one or more of the significance criteria from Policy 2.4.2.1.b and is recommended 
for inclusion in Appendix A1.1 of the 2GP. 
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RECOMMENDED PROTECTION  
[Tick] Features Details 

 Building Envelope Entire external building envelope 

 External/ancillary elements  

 Internal elements and/or rooms Not considered as part of this desktop assessment. Owner 
may nominate interior elements for protection. 

 Excluded elements  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Likely built in 1882 for grocer and local body politician Edgar Scott Clarke, this wedge-shaped stone 
former store and residence has historical, aesthetic, and architectural significance. Likely built of local 
stone, this is a prominent building in the suburb of Woodhaugh. The store was associated with the 
community that grew up around the industries that were established close to the Water of Leith, the 
store was a postal agency, telephone bureau, and a place from which important information was 
disseminated. Operating for over 60 years, the former Woodhaugh Store recalls the history and 
development of this Dunedin suburb.  
 
The store is comparable to scheduled heritage buildings within Dunedin of a similar type and period. 
When compared with other scheduled buildings, it meets the threshold to be included on the district plan 
heritage schedule. 

 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

Architectural Period Victorian (1838-1901) 

Style Vernacular 

Era/Date of Construction c.1882 

Architect/Designer/Builder Not known 

Historic Use & Cultural Associations Store and residence 

Primary Construction Materials Stone, timber joinery, corrugated metal roofing. 

Notable Architectural Characteristics Traditional materials including stone quoins, 
presentation to corner, back-to-back former store 
and residence.  

 
Previous site development 
Woodhaugh Valley, with the Water of Leith running through it, was the site of early industry. Edward 
McGlashan’s flour mill was erected there in the mid-1850s, taken over by Rennie and Macgregor by the 
close of the 1860s. A bone mill also operated there, taking advantage of the water supply. In 1875, 
Edward McGlashan erected the Woodhaugh Paper Works close to the Water of Leith on the site of an old 
sawmill – recycling rags, rope, old paper, and rope into paper. A community grew up around these 
industries. The paper works were across the road from the subject site.  
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This subject land was first granted to John McGlashan in 1860.  McGlashan owned a large block of land in 
what was then known as ‘McGlashan’s Valley’: thirty-four quarter acre sections were offered for sale in 
December 1874. A store at Woodhaugh was operating in the 1870s. In the late 1870s the subject section 
was transferred from Edward McGlashan to hotelkeeper Adam Anderson. In 1882, Anderson sold the 
property to grocer Edgar Scott Clark. Clark took out a mortgage the following year. Part of the land was 
declared road and a new title issued in 1907.  
 
Design and construction 
In September 1882, Clarke invited tenders for the erection of a ‘stone house or store.’ This is likely the 
subject building. It is not known who designed or built the store. The 1883-1884 Wises’ Directory records 
Clarke as an agent and grocer. The 1890 Electoral Roll describes Clarke as a Woodhaugh storekeeper. A 
photograph taken before the Woodhaugh Paper Mill burnt down in 1900 shows the distinctive wedge-
shaped store. Woodhaugh Store served as a grocery shop, postal agency, and a place where locals could 
view important information such as tender documents for public works and electoral material.1  
 
The subject building single storey, built of shaped stone brought to course with contrasting quoins. It is 
likely that this stone was quarried locally. It is wedge-shaped in plan, aligned with the Woodhaugh-
Malvern Street corner section. Its main entrance is on the Woodhaugh corner (north elevation), with a 
central door with fanlight above, flanked by two large timber framed windows with arched timber joinery 
that follows the flat profile of the openings. The timber window joinery on the north and east elevations 
is a later alteration, historic photographs showing the original timber joinery from when the building was 
a store. The roof form is a pair of hipped gables with a central valley. On the west elevation the original 
double hung sash window remains, but what was a door has been closed. The south elevation retains the 
original window layout and likely some of the original timber window joinery.  
 
Later Development 
DCC drainage records show a connection in 1914, although it is clear this postdates the building’s 
construction. In 1918, Clarke offered ‘Woodhaugh Store and Telephone Bureau’ were to let, noting that 
the store had been established for 40 years. The store operated at least until the mid-1940s.  
 
By the end of the 1910s, Clarke and his family are recorded as living in ‘Clarewood’ on Clarewood Street, 
nearby across the Water of Leith. Clark died in 1941. It remained in the family until the late 1950s, after 
which the property was subdivided and sold. The property has changed hands several times since then.  
 
Notable People/Themes 
Edgar Scott Clarke (1851-1941) was a Dunedin storekeeper, public servant, and local body politician. He 
was Māori Hill Borough Council Inspector of Nuisances in the late 1880s, the Returning Officer, and 
appointed as a Justice of the Peace in 1901. He was elected as councillor for the East Ward of Māori Hill 
Borough Council in 1911. He was elected Mayor in 1914. He was proprietor of Woodhaugh Store for over 
40 years.  
 

 
1 See for example: EVENING STAR, ISSUE 6347, 20 JULY 1883, PAGE 1 
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ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

HISTORIC/SOCIAL 
The building demonstrates heritage values within this criterion. The former Woodhaugh Store, likely built 
c.1882, represents the early history of the suburb of Woodhaugh that grew up around the local 
industries. The store was owned and run by Edgar Scott Clarke for over 40 years. Clarke was a 
businessman, civil servant, and local body politician for the Māori Hill Borough Council – long active in the 
borough’s affairs. The store itself provided groceries, postal and telephone services, and acted as a place 
from which to disseminate important information. Along with the Category 2 listed former Woodhaugh 
Hotel, it formed the nucleus of this community.  
 

SPIRITUAL/CULTURAL 
The building does not demonstrate heritage values within this criterion. 
 

DESIGN 
The building demonstrates heritage values within this criterion. This wedge-shaped stone building of a 
vernacular Victorian style has aesthetic and architectural significance. It’s distinctive shape and likely use 
of local stone have made it a landmark in Woodhaugh. 

 
 

TECHNOLOGICAL/SCIENTIFIC 
The building does not demonstrate heritage values within this criterion.  
 
 

REFERENCES 
See appended information. 
 

Date Assessment 
Completed 

17 November 2022 Author HB 

Date Peer Reviewed 23 July 2024 Reviewer MM 

Date Confirmed Complete 23 July 2024 
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APPENDIX 
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Woodhaugh Valley, New Zealand, by Muir & Moodie. Te Papa (C.014600) 
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DCC Archives, Photo Box B/41B 
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