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Dear Callum,

Thank you for your email of 7 October 2015 in which you refined your earlier request
and sought information about Carousel, the Courthouse and cricket.

Your request has been considered under the provisions of the Local Government Official
Information and Meetings Act 1987 (LGOIMA) and the following response is provided.

I have repeated your questions and used your numbering to give context to our
response.

Question 1

Any submissions or reports prepared by the DCC in the past calendar year relating to
the renewal of the liquor licence for Carousel Bar, for which a hearing was held on 1
April 2015.

DCC Response

The agenda for the opposed on-license renewal of Carousel Bar is available from the

following link. https://filetransfer.dcc.govt.nz/message/07AfvcEdNLIbtkuYXcvGZ7

Question 2

Any submissions, reports, or correspondence by the DCC with/to New Zealand Cricket or
the International Cricket Council in the past two calendar years in relation to the
potential hosting of international cricket games at the University Oval.

DCC Response

Please find attached correspondence which falls within the ambit of your request. We
have also attached a report prepared by the DCC which fall outside your request, but
which we thought would be of interest.

Question 3

Any reports or formal statements of the DCC's position regarding the future of the
historic Dunedin Courthouse on Stuart Street.

DCC Response

Please find attached copies of six letters (formal statements) to various ministers of the

crown relating to the Dunedin Courthouse. The DCC has also established a website
advocating signing a petition to support saving the Dunedin Courthouse. Save Our
Courthouse. While this website does not fall strictly within your request, we have
included the information as it may be of interest.


mailto:Kristy.Rusher@dcc.govt.nz
https://filetransfer.dcc.govt.nz/message/07AfvcEdNLlbtkuYXcvGZZ
http://saveourcourthouse.nz/
http://saveourcourthouse.nz/

Otago Cricket moved away from Carisbrook in 2004 to the newly developed University Oval. This
was a bold move to break with fong tradition but driven by the ever-lengthening professional rugby
season and the need to have a 1* Class venue that was cricket specific.

The wisdom of the move has been evident for some time with improvements to facilities, extension
to boundaries, Otago University Oval has become recognised as a regular and reliable venue on the
International circuit. Eight Test matches and 7 ODIs have now been hosted and the venue was
acknowledged by being selected as one of 7 in New Zealand to host 3 matches in the current Cricket
World Cup.

The above record, in just 7 years, is one Otago Cricket is justly proud — but with day/night cricket
now becoming the norm, there is a need for our venue to have lights if we are to retain our position
on the international calendar.

Test Matches will scon be played as day/night events and ODIs and Twenty20s are a much better
option for NZ when hosted as day/night games. NZ Cricket generates the majority of its income from
International television rights and this is greatly hoosted when games in NZ can be shown at times
favourable to the vast television audiences of Asia and to a lesser degree, the UK, Africa and
Australia. An 11am start here is 4.30am in India, while 3 hours later is far more appealing for
viewers abroad.

With this in mind, NZ Cricket has assured Otago Cricket and the City of Dunedin that it will schedule
International cricket here for each of the 8 next summers — provided our venue has lights and a
minimum capacity of 6000 spectators. With all major cricket playing nations visiting more than once
in the next 8 years, this assurance would provide top cricket against the World’s best — Australia,
India, England, South Africa etc.

The benefits of this are enormous to our City, our region and the sports followers across
Otago/Southland. Not only does it introduce us to viewing audiences in the many millions, it
provides the opportunity to present our whole region to a large influx of players, media and tourists.

Otago is fortunate that we now have a cricket-specific venue that is not inhibited by competing

sports or other restrictions. Other cities are catching up and now we compete with Christchurch,
Nelson, Tauranga, New Plymouth, Hamilton and Whangarei. To maintain our position we need to
take the next step and secure lights and hold an advantage over alf but Hamilton and Wellington.

This opportunity should not be missed if we are to remain relevant on the international cricket
stage. It is a step that can be taken with the security that NZ Cricket has committed to 8 years of
international cricket. It is highly unlikely that any other Major Cricket Association will ever be given
such a great incentive from the governing body.

The costing of lights ($2 million) has been completed by Aotea Electric and covers everything from
foundations, pylons, lighting to ICC standards, maintenance and compliance. The increase to a 6000
pax capacity will be achieved by increasing the banking — particularly on the eastern side of the
ground — with the generous assistance of neighbouring contractors. A cost for this is yet unknown
but assumed to be no more than $250,000. To be conservative, a total project cost of 52.4million
has been set.





The Otago Cricket Charitable Trust intends to raise $1 million of this and is hopeful the Council will
cover the balance. We already have in excess of $200,000 committed.

The “in kind” support from neighbours such as Blackhead Quarries will cover fill, machinery,
compaction and sowing of the enlarged banks. This increase in banking does not reach beyond
existing boundaries or go higher than the existing scoreboard. In reality, it only needs to create an
increase of 750 to the capacity.
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Submission to Dunedin City Council Annual Plan 2014.

Otago Cricket wishes to record its appreciation for the ongoing support it receives from the DCC
in both the grassroots and professional parts of the game.

The grounds provided for club and school competitions allow us to provide facilities that
encourage participation in our sport and we are delighted to report that numbers continue to grow
from juniors through to adult grades. We appreciate the difficulty in providing natural surfaces
that require constant attention and regular maintenance and commend those from the Council and
Delta who continually strive to present pitches to the best possible standard.

While much of our resource is directed at the grassroots side of the game, it is the profile we are
able to achieve at a domestic and international level that drives much of the success of our
asscciation.

We have taken great pride, in recent years, at the success of our top Men’s and Women's teams
(Volts and Sparks) and the fact that the Volts have 7 current NZ players and that the captains of
both our National teams are from Dunedin {Brendon McCullum and Suzie Bates).

This is all by way of introducing our plans to continue to advance the profile of Cricket in Dunedin
through our International venue - the University Oval.

The initiative to move cricket away from Carisbrook at the tumn of the century has proved to be an
inspired move with the University Oval now being established as a regular Test venue and adding
much to the precinct of Logan Park and surrounds as a centre for sporting excellence.

The partnership between Cricket and the Council has always been a close and respectful one, and
one that has seen us meet every demand that the modern professional game has demanded. This
has been clearly acknowledged by the International Cricket Council in awarding 3 matches of the
2015 Cricket World Cup to Dunedin.

But the demands of professional sport do not stand still and we are now under Pressure to
maintain our position as an international venue as lights are now becoming a necessity rather than
just a requirement for day/night cricket. Television broadcasters are demanding night cricket as
the major viewing audiences of the world (the Asian sub-continent) will only take broadcasts that
fit their time zones.

We have, perversely, been favoured by the recent Canterbury earthquakes as Christchurch has had
no international venue and so we have been NZCricket's only South Island option. This is due to
finish next season and so we must stay a jump ahead of Christchurch if we are to maintain our
position on the international calendar. Lights are the obvious solution to this and as it may be
some time before Christchurch gets lights at Hagley Park, it makes sense to widen the gap while
we have the opportunity.

University Oval Grandstand, University Oval, Logan Park Drive, P O Box 1419, Dunedin 9054
Ph: 477-9056, Fax: 477-3055 www.otagocricket.conz
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Qur Board has formed a working group to advance this project and we have had preliminary

discussions with major stakeholders and funders. While the responses have been nothing but

positive, we are very aware that there are two non-negotiables:

1. That Cricket must drive the funding of the project (about $2million) and cannot expect
significant monetary assistance from Council.

2. That the lights must serve more than just Cricket. To this end we have sought, and received,
strong endorsement for our project from other sports and community groups.

In conjunction with our lighting project we believe it would further “future-proof” our venue if we
were to increase the capacity of the University Oval. Currently the ground can accommodate
around 3,500 without temporary seating. For the Cricket World Cup we will be adding a further
2,100 temporary seats.

What we would like to achieve is an enlargement and extension of the current banking which
would lift the capacity to around 5,500 without impacting on the natural beauty and ambience of
the venue. This would still leave the option of bringing in temporary seating to lift the capacity to
around 8,000 - a level that NZCricket believe would justify One Day Internationals and Test
matches against the elite teams of world cricket (India and Australia).

We have already had offers of tangible assistance for enlarging the capacity - from contractors and
neighbours — and it is in this area of our vision for the venue that we see the Council playing an
important role.

As Test matches at University Oval have already proved, there is significant economic advantage
for the City in hosting International cricket; to say nothing of what our picturesque venue brings to
the profile of Dunedin and the South Island.

We have a wonderful venue and, currently, a very high cricket profile in NZ and around the world
of cricket -~ we believe this can be maintained and enhanced by making University Oval an even
more desirable place to play, watch and broadcast cricket of the highest standard.

At this stage we wish to flag our desires to the Council and get “support in principle” so we may
be able to work toward a date around November/December 2015 for the completion of the project.

In conclusion, we would like fo record our thanks to the Council for the continued support it has
given cricket since the idea of University Oval was born. We could not have wished for a more
willing and supportive partner in a venture, we believe, has added to the image of Dunedin. We
trust this collaboration may continue with us taking the ground to the next stage. While this
submission is directed at the professional side of the game, we would hasten to point out that it is
really a tool to allow us to do our major task - provide a meaningful and enjoyable recreation for
our society.

«-—'7 —
A<
D
Ross Dykes
Chief Executive

University Oval Grandstand, University Oval, Logan Park Drive, P O Box 1419, Dunedin 9054
Ph: 477-9056, Fax: 477-3056 www.otagocricket.co.nz
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To Accompany the Otago Cricket Association Inc. Submission to the Dunedin City Council
Annual Plan 2014

Dear Sirs
Attached please find:

v Letters of support from Sport Otago and NZ Cricket for the project of installing lights and
enlarging the capacity at University Oval.

* A “birds eye” plan of the ground identifying the location of 4 light towers and the extent of
the enlarged banking on the western side of the ground.

. 2 possible examples for retaining the new embankment

¢ A cross section of the enlarged embankment

The conceptual drawings have been completed by Spiire, the engineers who have done previous
planning in and around University Oval. Should the project progress further, more detailed plans
would need to be presented and approved.

The drawings assume that the poplar trees from our gate to the Tennis Centre would be removed
and that part of Logan Park Drive be closed. They also demonstrate that the enlarged
embankment would need to encroach stightly on the current Logan Park field.

The new embankment would increase the capacity by 2000 based on 1.2m per person.

The new gradient would be steepened to 1:4 as opposed to the current 1:6,

There is a 4m fat top to allow a walkway as well as provision for hospitality marquees.

The retaining back wall is at 70 degrees which both examples can accommodate.
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Ross Dykes
Chief Executive

University Oval Grandstand, University Oval, Logan Park Drive, P O Box 1419, Dunedin 8054
Ph: 477-9056, Fax: 477-3056 www.otagocricket.conz
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10 April 2014

Dr Sue Bidrose
Chief Executive
Dunedin City Council
PO Box 5045
DUNEDIN 9058

Dear Sue

Sport Otago, the Regional Sports Trust for Otago provides this letter in support of the
Otago Cricket Association (OCA).

As a critical component of further development of the University Oval, the OCA seek to
provide fighting to the ground to aliow for night utilisation. Sport Otago lends its support
to this proposal on the basis that such a development will enhance the ability of the
University Oval to become a multi-use, multi-sport venue, servicing the requirements of
a wider range of community based sports.

It is evident with the evolution of cricket internationally and the rapidly changing formats
of the game that venues such as the University Oval must adapt and continue to
upgrade and enhance its facilities. Our understanding is that unless the OCA, through
its venue at the University Oval, do not move to install lights within the next two to three
years, it is uniikely that Dunedin will be considered as a venue for international matches
(tests) in the near future.

There is no doubt of the economic benefits that flow to the City of Dunedin through
hosting of international tests and also the benefits from the promotion of the city
nationally and internationally through being a test match venue. Dunedin’s reputation is
enhanced by hosting internationals. The proposed lighting of the University Oval will
place Dunedin in an advantageous position compared to other centres in New Zealand
and likely lead to increased fixtures being focussed on Dunedin, allowing for day/night
Twenty20 and fifty over internationals to be played here. Potentially, in terms of timing,
this would place Dunedin as the only venue that could accommodate such fixtures for a
period of time.

The further advantage is that it would establish the University Oval as a venue where
night rugby (senior level), rugby league, football, and touch could be played. This also
aliows for midweek scheduling of matches, thereby relieving the pressure on some
grounds during the weekend. The provision of lighting also provides the opportunity for
the University Oval to be used as a training venue for athlefics; they are currently
restricted for training over the winter period due to lack of lighting at the Caledonian.
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The OCA is also amenable to the University Oval being used for community events.
This would include Sport Otago utilising it as a venue for primary and intermediate
school ‘Have a Go’ Day sports extravaganzas, involving a range of sports that provide
opportunities for students fo develop skilis and experience pilaying several sports.
These sport extravaganzas, which operate successfully in the North Island, would be
supported and assisted by students from the Otago Polytechnic institute of Sport and
Adventure. In this way, the provision of lighting on the University Oval will facilitate a
greater degree of partnering and collaboration between sport, recreation, and
community organisations.

Sport Otago reiterates its support for the aspirations of the OCA to further develop the
University Oval through the installation of lighting, thereby ensuring that Dunedin retains
its status as a first class and international venue and the economic return that such
status brings to the City.

Yours sincerely

John Brimble
Chief Executive
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Otago Cricket Association
PO Box 1419
DUNEDIN

9™ April 2014

To whom it may concern,

INSTALLATION OF LIGHTS AT UNIVERSITY OVAL, DUNEDIN

This letter is written in support of the Otago Cricket Association and their efforts to get sports lighting
installed at University Oval in Dunedin.

By way of commentary on the current situation in Dunedin, NZC believe that there 1s significant value to
the city in having a purpose-built iInternational cricket ground. The collaboration between the Dunedin City
Council, Otago Cricket Association, New Zealand Cricket and other parties in relation to the development
of the ground has produced an excellent facllity that has hosted test matches and domestic cricket
matches of the highest leval.

The nature of University Oval being a purpose-built cricket ground also allows for the very important off-
season renovations and improvements to occur. While this should not dissuade the venue from being
used by more than one sport, a careful balance needs to be found that protects the value that this venue,
and the city itself, currently receive from cricket being played as the primary sport.

Woa offer the following specific reasons for the support of the project;
INTERNATIONAL CRICKET

Af the time of writing, NZC’s broadcast rights agraement states that all one day internationals must be
played at night, and therefore the venues we utllise require sports lighting. There have been examples in
recent times of matches played as day games only but this has besn the exception and will almost
certainly not be an option in the fufure.

The South Island currently has no cricket venue with sports {ighting. There is an opportunity for Dunedin to
taks a lead role in the return of day/night one day Internationals into the South Island through the
establishment of sports lighting at University Cval to the required ICC standards.

Further, It is mooted that day/night test matches may be part of the cricket landscape in the future.
Curtently University Oval is primarily a test venus, so sports lighting will help future-proof the continued
use of University Oval by NZC,

The reality of international cricket in New Zealand is that the time zones we play in do not present our
product into the strongest intermational broadcast markets (and indeed in the local New Zealand market
when our representative sides play in most overseas locations). For NZC, playing matches into the NZ
evening and night would be the best way of maximising this revenue stream.

NZC supports the movement towards sports lighting at University Oval as it will open up more
opportunities to play international cricket in Dunedin.





DOMESTIC CRICKET

Sports lighting would provide a significant step forward for University Oval and domestic cricket.

Domestic Cricket reached agreement with SKY Telavision in 2012 to provide night games across a
number of Friday nights over the 2012/13 and 2013/14 horme seasons. With 7.00pm start times and
matches due to ba compieted spprox. 3 hours later, this is SKY Television's premier time for five sport and

fulfil and in 2013/14 the two South Island centres for cricket, Christchurch and Dunedin, utilised portable
ights in an attempt to provide the necessary infrastructurs required for televised night matches.

The experiment had mixed results but it did emphasise how important having lights would be for a South
Istand centre:

= Allows the venue/city to be showcased through the event being on SKY ata premium time (SKY
Television use a formula of 1.5 times as many people watch a night evant, compared with the
same event played during the day).

= Would provide a better commercial opportunity {corporate hosting, guarantee that kit branding and
ground signage will be shown on television) — something that the Otago Cricket Assaciation have
had an imbalance in achieving in recent years as more and more emphasis has moved to night
games.

*  Abillty to host compstition Finals that will need to be at night in the future (in 2013/14 the Otago
Volts were top qualifier in the HRV Twenty20 but the Final could not be held in Dunedin due to
broadcast and competition requirements),

» Itis also likely that sports lighting will bacome a prerequisite for all taams in the domestic
competitions In the not too distant future.

NZC also note with interest Otago Cricket Association’s desire to increase capacity at University Oval,
NZC would fully support an increased capacity at University Oval of up to 10,000 people.

Please feel fres to contact me should you wish to discuss furiher,
Thanks.

Yours faithfufly,

Craig Presland
C0o
NZC Inc.
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ATTACHMENT TWO

New Zealand Cricket Inc.

Support Services Office

Level 3, 8 Nugent Street, Grafton, Auckland 1023
PO Box 8353, Symonds Street, Auckland 1150
(NEWZEALAND Telephone +GT %V\gzeaé)lggg
CRICKET Facsimile +64 9 972 0606
www.blackcaps.co.nz

2 December 2014

Dunedin City Council
PO Box 5045
Dunedin

Dear Sirs
Re: University Oval

| am writing to endorse the discussions had with your Mayor on 20" November regarding future
international cricket at the University Oval.

New Zealand Cricket chairman Stuart Heal and myself spoke of the inbound tours to New Zealand
over the next eight years and the probable move for some Test matches to be played as day/night
fixtures - to provide more convenient viewing times for the huge Asian television market.

NZC is keen for Dunedin to enjoy its share of marquee matches in these eight years, and would be
delighted if the University Oval could:

1. meet the needs of our broadcasting partners; and
2. increase its capacity to accommodate matches against all visiting nations — including the
“big three” of England, India and Australia.

We recognise the University Oval precinct has its own boutique character and shouldn’t become
dominated by banks of impersonal seating. However, a capacity no less than of 6000 would be
necessary to meet the needs of top class Test cricket and most One Day Internationals and T20s.

Lights are essential to meeting the Asian broadcasting windows and also offer the added bonus of
attracting the domestic T20 cricket product that is, this summer, receiving saturation cover on SKY
Television.

We very much appreciated the positive hearing we received and have been further heartened by
the urgency with which the matter is being researched.

Otago has a high profile in cricket at the moment and contributes significantly to the performance of
our national teams. We would welcome the opportunity to further enhance its profile with top quality
internationals over the coming eight years.

To have players such as Brendon McCullum, James Neesham and Mark Craig appearing at the
University Oval would surely be an attraction for the people of the south and a great opportunity to
share with the world, the beauty of Dunedin and the Otago province.

We understand Otago Cricket has ideas on how developments could be funded and we are happy
to work with them if the City sees fit to proceed, or at least further investigate their proposal.

.12
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Please feel free to contact the writer for any further clarification or information.

Yours sincerely

David White

Chief Executive Officer
New Zealand Cricket Inc.
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23 April 2015

DCC
PO Box
Dunedin

RE: University Oval Lights — Submission DCC Long Term Plan

Please find attached a submission for DCC suppaort for International quality lights to be purchased
and erected at Logan Parks University Oval.

We have recently hosted a community launch for the lighting project which was well received by the
wider business community,. As a direct result of the launch we raised a further $40,000 towards the
project bringing community fundraising to a total of around $200,000.

The Board of Otago Cricket has demonstrated its complete support for this project by recently
approving a $100,000 commitment from cash reserves. We believe in the importance of this project
given that this contribution is almost half of the current cash reserves of the OCA.

We thank you for this opportunity and look forward to speaking to the submission.
We have also included letters of suppaort associated with this exciting project.

Thanks kindly

Otago Cricket

Mike Coggan
Chief Executive

University Oval Grandstand, University Oval, Logan Park Drive, P O Box 1419, Dunedin 9054
Ph: 477-9056, Fax; 477-3056 www.otagocricket.co.nz






New Zealand Cricket Inc.

Support Services Office

Level 3, 8 Nugent Street, Grafton, Auckland 1023
PO Box 8353, Symonds Street, Auckland 1150
New Zealand

Telephone -+64 9872 0605

CRICKET > Facsimile +64 9972 0606
' www.hlackcaps.co.nz

19 December 2014

Ross Dykes

Chief Executive

Otago Cricket Association
PO Box 1419

Dunedin

Dear Ross

Further to our meeting with the Dunedin City Mayor on 20" November 2014, | am pleased to
confirm that New Zealand Cricket (NZC) can guarantee that each season from December 2015 until
March 2023 the University Oval will be allocated a minimum of one Test and one ODI.

This allocation of fixtures is contingent upon the following:

Lights installed at the approved 1CC standard.

The ground’s capacity is increased to a minimum of 6,000.

The playing wicket is of an acceptable international standard.
NZC can agree suitable venue hireage terms with Otago Cricket.

el el

Upon complying with the above, NZC will ensure that University Oval is allocated fixtures against all
touring nations over the above pericd.

Yours sincerely

;@/ C&KS@

David White
Chief Executive Officer
New Zealand Cricket Inc.






Address: Forsyth Barr Stadium, Anzac Ave, Level 2A, Dunedin

10 February 2015

To whom it may concern
Lighting of University Oval

The Otago Rugby Football Union (ORFU) is pleased to provide this letter of support to the
Otago Cricket Association regarding the establishment of lights on the University Oval. The
ORFU anticipates lighting of the main oval would be a positive move for a number of sports
including rugby especially during the winter months before 1 September when the ground
reverts to cricket.

Lights would allow rugby competitions to be played later into the day and would also allow
the ability to play ‘catch up’ games if scheduled games were cancelled due to weather or
other legitimate reasons. The ORFU would also be able to use the grounds, when available,
for rugby development courses and sessions for coaches. These courses are mostly held
after work or weekends as all our coaches {except ITM Cup) are volunteers.

The Union’s amateur representative programme could also benefit from the ground being tit
as a number of games across various age groups could be played back to back reducing

transport costs for visiting Union’s as all their players would he travelling to one venue.

Please contact me if you require any further information,

Yours sincerely,

Richard Kinley
General Manager

Phone: +64 3 477 0928 Email: orfu@orfu.co.nz Website: www.orfu.co.nz

Postal: PO Box 691, Dunedin 9054
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22 April 2015

Councillors

Dunedin City Council
PO Box 5045
DUNEDIN 9058

Dear Councillors

Sport Otago, the Regional Sports Trust for Otago provides this letter in support of the
Otago Cricket Association (OCA).

As a critical component of further development of the University Oval, the OCA seeks to
provide lighting to the ground to allow for night utilisation. Sport Otago lends its support
to this proposal on the basis that such a development will enhance the ability of the
University Oval to become a multi-use, multi-sport venue, servicing the requirements of
a wider range of community based sports.

It is evident with the evolution of cricket internationally and the rapidly changing formats
of the game that venues such as the University Oval must adapt and continue to
upgrade and enhance its facilities. Our understanding is that unless the OCA, through
its venue at the University Oval, do not move to install lights within the next two to three
years, it is unlikely that Dunedin will be considered as a venue for international matches
(tests) in the near future.

There is no doubt of the economic benefits that flow to the City of Dunedin through
hosting of international tests and also the benefits from the promotion of the city
nationally and internationally through being a test match venue. Dunedin’s reputation is
enhanced by hosting internationals. The proposed lighting of the University Oval will
place Dunedin in an advantageous position compared to other centres in New Zealand
and likely lead to increased fixtures being focussed on Dunedin, allowing for day/night
Twenty20 and fifty over internationals to be played here. Potentially, in terms of timing,
this would place Dunedin as the only venue that could accommodate such fixtures for a
period of time.

The further advantage is that it would establish the University Oval as a venue where
night rugby (senior level), rugby league, football, and touch could be played. This also
allows for midweek scheduling of matches, thereby relieving the pressure on some
grounds during the weekend. The provision of lighting also provides the opportunity for
the University Oval to be used as a training venue for athletics; they are currently
restricted for training over the winter period due fo lack of lighting at the Caledonian.

GETTING PEOPLE ACTIVE IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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The OCA is also amenable to the University Oval being used for community events.
This would include Sport Otago utilising it as a venue for primary and intermediate
school ‘Have a Go' Day sports extravaganzas, involving a range of sports that provide
opportunities for students to develop skills and experience playing several sports.
These sports extravaganzas, which operate successfully in the North Island, would be
supported and assisted by students from the Otago Polytechnic Institute of Sport and
Adventure. In this way, the provision of lighting on the University Oval will facilitate a
greater degree of partnering and collaboration between sport, recreation, and
community organisations.

Sport Otago reiterates its support for the aspirations of the OCA to further develop the
University Oval through the installation of lighting, thereby ensuring that Dunedin retains
its status as a first class and international venue and the economic return that such
status brings to the city.

Yours sincerely

John Brimble
Chief Executive
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DCC Spoken Submission - Otago University Oval Lights,

Monday 11" May 2015

We acknowledge our gratitude and thanks to the Dunedin City Councit and Councillors
present today for this opportunity to speak to our submission. We seek support for
permanent International quality lights and associated increase in size of the spectator
banking, to accommodate at least 6,000 spectators at University Oval.

We take this opportunity to thank the Dunedin City Council staff who have been very
supportive throughout our planning and preparation phase.

it we are able to convince Council of the merits of this project, we believe an ensuing
partnership between the Bunedin City Council and Otago Cricket will result in the
development of another truly world class sporting asset, with significant economic impact.

The cost of hosting International fixtures at larger NZ sporting venues is becoming
significant and Dunedin right now has a fantastic opportunity to secure international
fixtures against the world’s leading cricket nations for the foreseeable future

Given the pending drive from other NZ cities to carry out similar projects, the city of
Dunedin has ONE SHOT RIGHT NOW to steal a march, secure major International fixtures
and showcase Dunedin to the world

Otago Cricket is inspired by this one time opportunity and has made a major undertaking to
raise half of the total $2m cost.

We see 4 key positives of this project that should encourage Councillors today;

Significant Economic Return

significant financial commitment by Otago Cricket and its stakeholdership
Wide sport, recreation and community support

Genuine City legacy

& wnp






1. Significant economic return
a. Over the coming years the economic impact will be measured in the millions

of dollars

We know that each International Test Match and each One Day International
involves 200 associated personnel (including players, match officials, Sky
Sport crew etc, and therefore 200 bed nights over 10 nights.

This does not include local and travelling fans.
i. Collectively the accommaodation sector will benefit by about $500,000
per year
ii. The multiplier effect of spending on hospitality, retail and other
service industry will be considerably higher
England Test Matches are estimated to attract at least 2,000 fans (with large
contingent of high spending Barmy Army) who will spend conservatively
$3,500,000 per test match
Further economic return will be experienced from Domestic T20 fixtures with
increased fan visits from outside of Dunedin.
For ourselves in Cricket, the most compelling potential for economic return
comes via the huge viewership across the sub-continent —in excess of a
billion viewers daily
i. This creates an opportunity to promote our city through ground
signage and Sky TV produced travel clips
ii. Secondly there is huge potential to tap further into the developing
market of International students
iii. Atthe recent CWC, Ministers Jonathan Coleman and Michae}
Woodhouse recognised and spoke of such opportunities

2. Financial commitment from Otago Cricket

Councillors will be encouraged to learn that we have taken seriously the
requirements set by Dunedin City Council in its January resolution and as a
result have:
i. Committed $100,000 to this project, being haif of our total operating
reserves
ii. We have staged a Otago University Oval lights launch and have, to
date, pledges totalling aimost $200,000
Hi. We have strong indications from various community grants funders
that we are realistic with our projections to raise the required balance
of total capital
iv. We are also committed and confident of raising a further $100,000
from our own internal community fundraising initiatives






3. Wider sport, recreation and community Support
We have absolute support in writing from major sport, recreation and education

partners for this project

a.

David White, the Chief Executive of NZ Cricket has made a written
commitment to Otago Cricket that we will secure one test match and one
ODI per year for at least the next 8 years
The University of Otago support too, is significant

i. Through cricket, we have an opportunity to assist with the

development and enhancement of the cities’ biggest industry

Otago Rugby Football Union and Sport Otago are two further significant
community organisations supporting this project.
This total support sends a very clear message to everyone that this project on
completion, will further cement Logan Park as a valuable and well-supported
World Class asset — something we have all been working towards for some
time,

4. City Legacy

a.

Dunedin and NZ will have an unrivalled international “boutique” cricket
ground, seeing regular international competition and international cricket
superstars, for the foreseeble future. This will provide Dunedin City with
further competitive edge as we maximise opportunities to secure world class
entertainment.

Otago University Oval will be further enhanced as a sustainable City asset,
generating multiple community use

it should be noted that a floodlit Otago University Oval compliments the
Forsyth Barr Stadium as it allows both top tevel rugby and cricket to be
played concurrently, as has happened in the past and has proven highly
successful.

Otago University Oval will generate sustained growth in sport participation,
particularly amongst our young community for many years to come. As
proven by recent CWC, when youngsters have an opportunity to regularly
watch and meet the world’s best players, they too will continue to want to
participate in sport. For a community this has obvious health and well-being
advantages






IN SUMMARY

The completion of this project will give the city of Dunedin further competitive
advantage with the quality of its world class sporting infrastructure

We can all visualise the total economic return from alil lights specific activity at
University Oval, to be well into the millions of dollars

Together we have one genuine shot at securing international class lights and
securing Test Matches and OD!s for at least the next 8 years.

Qur next generation of children will regularly see the worlds cricketing superstars.
Together Dunedin City Counci! and Otago Cricket can bring this project to life and
add value to an already amazing city.

At Otago Cricket we are passionate and driven. We know how proud the sporting
province of Otago is. We want to ensure we always remain top of mind, even
though we live near the bottom of NZ.

By working together let’s inspire visitors from around the globe to make Dunedin
and Otago a destination of choice and experience it for what it is — truly remarkable.

Thankyou once again to the Councillors of the Dunedin City Council. We look forward to
your support.
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We acknowledge our gratitude and thanks to the Dunedin City
Council and Councillors present today for this opportunity to speak
to our submission. We seek support for permanent International
quality lights and associated increase in size of the spectator
banking, to accommodate at least 6,000 spectators at University
Oval, Logan Park.

We take this opportunity to thank the Dunedin City Council staff who
have been very supportive throughout our planning and preparation
phase.

If we are able to convince Council of the merits of this project, we
believe an ensuing partnership between the Dunedin City Council
and Otago Cricket will result in the development of another truly

world class sporting asset, with significant economic impact.

The cost of hosting International fixtures at larger NZ sporting venues
is becoming significant and Dunedin right now has a fantastic
opportunity to secure international fixtures against the world’s
leading cricket nations for the foreseeable future

Given the pending drive from other NZ cities to carry out similar
projects, the city of Dunedin has ONE SHOT RIGHT NOW to steai a
march, secure major International fixtures and showcase Dunedin to
the world

Otago Cricket is inspired by this one time opportunity and has made
a major undertaking to raise half of the total $2m cost.





We see 4 key positives of this project that should encourage
Councillors today;

1. Significant Economic Return

2. Significant financial commitment by Otago Cricket and its
stakeholdership

3. Wide sport, recreation and community support

4. Genuine City legacy

1. Significant economic return
a. Over the coming years the economic impact will be
measured in the millions of dollars
b. We know that each International Test Match and each
One Day International involves 200 associated personnel
(players, officials, Sky Sport crew etc, and therefore 200
bed nights over 10 nights.

This does not include local and travelling fans.
i. Collectively the accommodation sector will benefit
by about $500,000 per year
ii. The multiplier effect of spending on hospitality,
retail and other service industry will be considerably
higher
c. England Test Matches are estimated to attract at least
2,000 fans (with large contingent of high spending Barmy
Army) who will spend conservatively $3,500,000 per test
match
d. Further economic return wil! be experienced from
Domestic T20 fixtures with increased fan visits from
outside of Dunedin.





e. We can al! visualise the total economic return from alt
lights specific activity at University Oval to be well into the
millions of dollars

2. Financial commitment from Otago Cricket
a. Councillors will be encouraged to learn that we have
taken seriously the requirements set by Dunedin City
Council in its January resolution and as a result have:
i. Committed $100,000 to this project, being half of
our total operating reserves
ii. We have staged a University Oval lights faunch and
have, to date, pledges totalling almost $200,000
iii. We have strong indications from various community
grants funders that we are realistic with our
projections to raise the required balance of total
capital
iv. We are also committed and confident of raising a
further $100,000 from our own internal community
fundraising initiatives

3. Wider sport, recreation and community Support

a. David White, the Chief Executive NZ Cricket has made a
written commitment to Otago Cricket that we will secure
one test match and one ODI per year for at least the next
8 years

b. We have absolute support in writing from other major
sport, recreation and education partners for this project

i. University of Otago, Otago Rugby Football Union
and Sport Otago.





c. This support sends a very clear message to everyone that
this project on completion, will create a valuable and
well-supported community asset

4. City Legacy

a. Dunedin and NZ will have an unrivalled international
“boutique” cricket ground, seeing regular international
competition and international cricket superstars, for the
foreseeble future. This will provide Dunedin City with
further competitive edge as we maximise opportunities to
secure world class entertainment.

b. University Oval will be further enhanced as a sustainable
City asset, generating multiple community use

c. University Oval will generate sustained growth in sport
participation, particularly amongst our young community
for many years to come. When youngsters have an
opportunity to regularly watch and meet the world’s best
players, they too will continue to want to participate in
sport. For a community this has obvious health and
wellbeing advantages

IN SUMMARY

i. The completion of this project will give the city of Dunedin
further competitive advantage with the quality of its world
class sporting infrastructure

2. Together we have one genuine shot at securing International
class lights and securing Test Matches and ODIs for at least the
next 8 years.

3. Our next generation of children will regularly see the worlds
cricketing superstars.
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4. Together Dunedin City Council and Otago Cricket can bring this
project to life and add value to an already amazing city.

5. At Otago Cricket we are passionate and driven. We know how
proud the sporting province of Otago is. We want to ensure we
always remain top of mind, even though we live near the
bottom of NZ.

6. By working together let’s inspire visitors from around the globe
to make Dunedin and Otago a destination of choice and
experience it for what it is — truly remarkable.

Thankyou once again to the Councillors of the Dunedin City Council.
We look forward to your support.
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TO: Council

FROM: Project and Asset Management Team Leader

MEETING DATE: 21- 23, 26 January 2015

SUBJECT: OTAGO CRICKET ASSOCIATION - LIGHTING PROPOSAL

FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF OTAGO OVAL

SUMMARY

In their submission to the 2014 Annual Plan, the Otago Cricket Association (OCA) expressed
the desire for the installation of lights and an extended embankment at the University of
Otago Oval. The OCA would like to implement this project within the next 12 months to help
secure some of the inbound tours being allocated by New Zealand Cricket (NZC) in the next
eight years.

In order to achieve this, OCA proposes to borrow $2million from a bank for the cost of the
lights, with the remaining project costs of (approximately) $500,000 to be fundraised. The
OCA proposal is for them to service only the interest on the loan and over a three year
period (2016/17-2018/19) for the Dunedin City Council (DCC) to buy back the lights for
$2million, with OCA using the proceeds from the sale of the lights to repay their loan.
Between the period of the lights being installed and 2018, OCA would seek a ‘rent holiday’
on the University of Otago Oval usage fees.

IMPLICATIONS FOR:
(i) Policy: No

(ii) Approved Annual Budget: Yes - lighting improvements are not currently
budgeted for. Budget would need to be
allocated for purchase and future
maintenance.

(iii) LTP/Funding Policy: Yes - if financial support is provided over
consecutive years.

(iv) Activity Management Plans: Yes — The OCA proposes that the assets be
purchased by Council over three years.

(v) Community Boards: No

(vi) Sustainability: No

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the Council decides if financial support of the OCA lighting proposal is warranted and,
if so, determine what level of funding should be included within the Long Term Plan.
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INTRODUCTION

In their submission to the 2014 Annual Plan (Attachment One), the Otago Cricket Association
(OCA) expressed the desire for the installation of lights and an extended embankment at
University Oval. The OCA now seeks financial support from Dunedin City Council (DCC) to
achieve its aspiration for the University Oval.

BACKGROUND

Over the last ten years the DCC and OCA have developed University Oval into an international
cricket venue. In order for University Oval to preserve its standing as an international cricket
venue, OCA believe that the installation of permanent lights would assist with securing '...a
very favourable share of the inbound tours’. New Zealand Cricket (NZC) has a draft schedule
of inbound tours that will see India, England and Australia tour New Zealand three times each
between 2015/16 and 2022/23. The OCA claims that these three nations generate the largest
overseas TV viewing audiences, draw the biggest local crowds and bring with them large and
affluent tour groups. For this reason, OCA wishes to increase standards at the University Oval
with the provision of lighting and spectator facility improvements in order to help secure the
hosting of some of the games. New Zealand Cricket allocates specific venues between nine
and fifteen months ahead of a scheduled tour.

Like professional rugby, the financial delivery of international cricket is increasingly becoming
dependent on broadcasting rights. New Zealand Cricket considers evening and night cricket
to be the best way of maximising broadcasting revenue. A large number of cricket followers
come from the subcontinent and day/night games are considered to represent a better fit for
this television audience. Auckland, Hamilton, Napier and Wellington have venues with
permanent lights suitable for cricket, with only Hamilton being a cricket specific venue. In
contrast, the South Island does not, at present, have any venues with permanent lights
installed for cricket, however, Hagley Oval in Christchurch has been given consent for the
installation of four retractable lighting towers. Nelson may consider lights at the Saxon Oval
in the future.

In relation to domestic cricket, NZC reached an agreement with SKY television in 2012 to
provide Friday 20/20 (T20s) night games during the prime time of 7.00 pm - 10.00 pm
(approx). During the 2013/14 season, both the Dunedin and Christchurch venues had to
utilise portable lights for these games. New Zealand Cricket, in a letter supporting the OCA
Annual Plan submission, state '..it is also likely that sports lighting will become a prerequisite
for all teams in the domestic future in the not too distant future’.

In addition to lighting at The University of Otago Oval, the Annual Plan submission from OCA
referenced the desire to increase spectator capacity of the ground, which is currently at 3,500
without temporary seating (5,600 with temporary seating). In order to do this, OCA is
seeking to create an embankment capable of holding 5,500 spectators, with the option of
temporary seating then lifting capacity to 8,000. This is considered as ‘Stage 2’ of their overall
development plan concept.

New Zealand Cricket have advised, in their letter of 2 December 2014 (Attachment Two), that
"....a capacity of no less than 6000 would be necessary to meet the needs of top class Test
cricket and most One Day Internationals and T20s.”. The OCA are still developing their stage
two proposal and further discussions between staff, OCA and the University of Otago will be
required before staff report back to Council.

DISCUSSION
Otago Cricket Association’s Proposal

The lighting proposal from OCA seeks to gain financial support from the DCC for the
installation of permanent lights at the University of Otago Oval at the projected cost of
approximately $2.5million. The OCA wants to have the permanent lights installed by
November/December 2015 in order to be able to bid for a favourable share of the inbound
tours for the next eight years as allocated by NZC. It is estimated that it will take seven to
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eight months between the detailed design/consent stage to commissioning of the installed
lights. This will require confirmation of Council’s decision in April 2015.

Under the OCA proposal, they would borrow $2million from a bank for the cost of the lights,
with the remaining project costs of (approximately) $500,000 to be fundraised. In order to
borrow the money, OCA would arrange its own guarantor. The OCA propose that they would
service only the interest on the loan and over a three year period (2016/17-2018/19) the DCC
would buy back the lights for $2million, with OCA using the proceeds from the sale of the
lights to repay their loan. Between the period of the lights being installed and 2018, OCA are
asking for a ‘rent holiday’ on the University of Otago Oval usage fees. This would assist them
with servicing the interest on the loan. In addition, OCA would seek that NZC guarantee
OCA/DCC adequate international cricket over a seven year period and that OCA get the
ground rental from NZC. Following the purchase of the lights, the DCC would charge full
ground rental to OCA. This rental could be increased from the current fee of $10,000 per
game for test matches to $40,000 (both fees GST inclusive).

Issues and implications for DCC
Operational and renewal costs

Purchase of the lights would mean the DCC takes ownership of the assets and assumes
responsibility for the ongoing operational costs. It is estimated it will cost $36,000 per year
for maintenance, electricity and replacement of lamps. In relation to renewals, only lamp
replacement is required over the short term. Provided that preventative maintenance is fully
implemented, no significant renewals will be required until after 20 years (light fittings at a
supply cost of $320,000 at today’s prices). It is estimated that both the switchboards and
lighting towers would last up to 50 years ($660,000 supply cost at today’s prices).

Allocation of games

While OCA would seek that NZC guarantee OCA/DCC adequate international cricket over a
seven year period, there will still be competition from other venues with lights for hosting
touring teams. The advantage the University of Otago Oval would have is it could be the only
South Island venue with lights (if installed in the next 12 months). However, consent has
already been granted for the installation of lights at Hagley Oval in Christchurch, but the cost
of funding is delaying the installation at that ground.

Otago Cricket Association’s ability to service debt

To be able to service their proposed loan, OCA are requesting that DCC provide a rental
holiday on ground fees until their loan is repaid after three years. Currently OCA pays DCC
$8,700 + GST per year as a base fee, plus additional fees on a game-by-game basis as they
occur. DCC currently only budgets for the base rental fee.

The rental holiday would also include additional ground rentals that would be payable by OCA
for additional games played under lights. This is estimated at $65,217 + GST per year based
on one international test match and a One Day International (ODI). There will also be
additional (unknown) costs associated with the running of the new lights, along with
operational costs for ground preparation and facility maintenance, which is approximately
$45,000 + GST.

Ground usage fees

The OCA has advised that it is reasonable for DCC to have a ground usage fee of $40,000 a
test match and $35,000 for an ODI (both fees GST inclusive). However, this would only be
realistic for a capacity of 5,000 plus and subject to NZC paying a higher ground charge.

Irrespective of the proposed lighting development, fees and charges for the use of the
University of Otago Oval needs to be reviewed for all codes. In addition, the current fees and
charges for OCA should be reviewed along with their Service Level Agreement.

Otago Cricket Association’s fundraising plan

In their 2014 Annual Plan submission, OCA noted that '....Cricket must drive the funding of
the project...... and cannot expect significant monetary assistance from Council’. However,
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they have raised no funding to date for this project. Furthermore, the proposed timeframe of
completing the project within 12 months means only five to six months of fundraising from
Community funders given that many do not provide retrospective grants once projects are
initiated. This means a high reliance on donations from the local cricket fraternity.

Proposed project timeframe

New Zealand Cricket allocates specific venues between nine and 15 months ahead of a
scheduled tour. The OCA seeks to have the permanent Ilights installed by
November/December 2015, in order to secure a favourable share of the inbound doors for the
next eight years. The project timeline is highly ambitious given fundraising is also required.

OPTIONS

Council needs to decide if it wishes to financially contribute to the proposal both in terms of
capital expenditure and/or operational expenditure.

Capital

The OCA is asking that Council purchase the lights for $2million over three years, in order to
achieve the proposed 12 month timeline. However, Council may decide not to contribute
financially or alternatively contribute over a longer project term, for example, in five to
10 years subject to a prescribed fundraising target for OCA to achieve.

Operational

The OCA is asking Council to become the owner of the lights which is consistent with the
ownership status of other assets at the University of Otago Oval. Council needs to decide if
DCC should own the assets and be responsible for the associated cost.

Long Term Plan

If DCC is to support the capital project and/or ongoing operational costs, Council needs to
decide what is to be included in the Long Term Plan.

Funding Capital Expenditure

e The $2million capital purchase over three years (2016/17-2018/19) would need to be
loan-funded, with the debt servicing costs increasing rates by up $193,200 per year over
the life of the loans, assuming twenty year loans (0.154 percent rates increase).

Funding Operational Expenditure

e For the three years from 2015/16 to 2017/18, additional operating expenditure and
reduced ground rental income will require rates revenue to increase by $44,700 per year.

e From 2018/19, additional revenue could be greater than the operational costs associated
with the lights (but not the ground), however this is subject to the number of allocated
games and the ability of OC (via NZC) to pay an increased ground usage fee. This is, in
part, contingent upon increasing the capacity of the ground.
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CONCLUSION

The OCA has presented a proposal that seeks to install lights at the University of Otago Oval
to maximise the future allocation of international games to the venue. The OCA aims to
implement this project within 12 months and seeks significant financial support from the DCC.
Council needs to first decide if it sees merit in this lighting project and then determine if
financial support is warranted.

Prepared by: Reviewed by:
Hamish Black Lawrie Warwood
PROJECT AND ASSET MANAGEMENT FINANCIAL ANALYST

TEAM LEADER

Approved for submission by:

Mick Reece

GROUP MANAGER PARKS
RECREATION AND AQUATICS

Approved by: Tony Avery
GENERAL MANAGER INFRASTRUCTURE AND NETWORKS

Date report prepared: 11 December 2014

Attachments
Attachment One Otago Cricket Association’s 2014 Annual Plan submission
Attachment Two New Zealand Cricket letter of 2 December 2014
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18 August 2015

Hon Maggie Barry

Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage
PO Box 33-017

Takapuna 0740

Maggie.Barry@parliament.govt.nz

Dear Minister
Dunedin Courthouse

I am writing to you as the Minister of Culture and Heritage to voice our interest in opening a
dialogue on the matter of the earthquake strengthening of the Category I Historic Dunedin
Courthouse.

As you may be aware, there is a strong and growing community interest in the future of this
building. There are a number of concerns related to the current approach to seismic upgrade
and continued use of the building as a courthouse, in addition to the lack of engagement with
the Council on these matters. Reflecting this interest, the Council recently passed the
following resolutions:

"That the Finance Committee:

a) recommend that Council make urgent representations to relevant
Ministers in respect of the Dunedin Courthouse, a Category 1 listed
building, seeking an unequivocal commitment to undertake the
work necessary to ensure its ongoing use for District Court, High
Court and associated functions;

b) recommend that Council co-ordinate a taskforce of interested
parties to progress the issue.”

The city believes that the Dunedin Courthouse is one of the most important heritage buildings
in the city. Its significance extends beyond its architectural quality, reflecting a long and
distinguished legal and social history. The building is located amongst a precinct of
significant heritage buildings, including the Railway Station and Prison and former Police
Station. Significant efforts have been undertaken in the past to secure the future for these
buildings and this precinct. Dunedin is now currently experiencing a renaissance in interest





and investment in its heritage buildings, with a large growing number of restoration and
earthquake strengthening projects revitalising heritage buildings throughout the city. We
believe it is essential that the Government shows leadership on the earthquake strengthening
of heritage buildings under its stewardship like the Dunedin Courthouse, and that it retains a
continued and on-going presence in this important precinct.

I would like to invite you to discuss matters related to the protection and on-going use of this
important heritage building at your next convenience in or when I may be in Wellington. For
further information on matters raised in this letter or to arrange a time to discuss these
matters, please contact my staff member responsible for this issue, Glen Hazelton, on (03)
474 3375.

Yours sincerely

Yo vy/4

&

Dave Cull
Mayor of Dunedin
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18 August 2015

Hon Bill English
Minister of Finance
Parliament Office
Private Bag 18888
Parliament Buildings
Wellington 6160

b.english@ministers.govt.nz

Dear Minister
Dunedin Courthouse

I am writing to you as the Minister of Finance to voice our interest in opening a dialogue on
the matter of the earthquake strengthening of the Category I Historic Dunedin Courthouse.

As you may be aware, there is a strong and growing community interest in the future of this
building. There are a number of concerns related to the current approach to seismic upgrade
and continued use of the building as a courthouse, in addition to the lack of engagement with
the Council on these matters. Reflecting this interest, the Council recently passed the
following resolutions:

"That the Finance Committee:

a) recommend that Council make urgent representations to relevant
Ministers in respect of the Dunedin Courthouse, a Category 1 listed
building, seeking an unequivocal commitment to undertake the
work necessary to ensure its ongoing use for District Court, High
Court and associated functions;

b) recommend that Council co-ordinate a taskforce of interested
parties to progress the issue.”

The city believes that the Dunedin Courthouse is one of the most important heritage buildings
in the city. Its significance extends beyond its architectural quality, reflecting a long and
distinguished legal and social history. The building is located amongst a precinct of
significant heritage buildings, including the Railway Station and Prison and former Police





Station. Significant efforts have been undertaken in the past to secure the future for these
buildings and this precinct. Dunedin is now currently experiencing a renaissance in interest
and investment in its heritage buildings, with a large growing number of restoration and
earthquake strengthening projects revitalising heritage buildings throughout the city. We
believe it is essential that the Government shows leadership on the earthquake strengthening
of heritage buildings under its stewardship like the Dunedin Courthouse, and that it retains a
continued and on-going presence in this important precinct.

In addition to the building's heritage significance, the city has concerns related to the
establishment and on-going costs of the temporary courthouse. While there appears to be
great scrutiny over the potential costs of the upgrade of the historic Courthouse that are
holding up its repair and upgrade, the similar costs associated with the temporary Courthouse
do not seem to have the same level of attention. We would prefer to see investment directed
to the upgrade of the historic Courthouse at the soonest opportunity, to avoid continued
investment and on-going lease costs associated with temporary accommodation elsewhere.

I would like to invite you to discuss matters related to the protection and on-going use of this
important heritage building at your next convenience in or when I may be in Wellington. For
further information on matters raised in this letter or to arrange a time to discuss these
matters, please contact my staff member responsible for this issue, Glen Hazelton, on (03)
474 3375.

Yours sincerely

Dave Cull
Mayor of Dunedin
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Hon Amy Adams
Minister of Justice
Minister for Courts

Parliament Buildings
Private Bag 18041
Wellington 6160

a.adams@ministers.govt.nz

Dear Minister
Dunedin Courthouse

I am writing to you as the Minister of Justice and Minister for Courts to voice our interest in
opening a dialogue on the matter of the earthquake strengthening of the Category I Historic
Dunedin Courthouse.

As you may be aware, there is a strong and growing community interest in the future of this
building. There are a number of concerns related to the current approach to seismic upgrade
and continued use of the building as a courthouse, in addition to the lack of engagement with
the Council on these matters. Reflecting this interest, the Council recently passed the
following resolutions:

"That the Finance Committee:

a) recommend that Council make urgent representations to relevant
Ministers in respect of the Dunedin Courthouse, a Category 1 listed
building, seeking an unequivocal commitment to undertake the
work necessary to ensure its ongoing use for District Court, High
Court and associated functions;

b) recommend that Council co-ordinate a taskforce of interested
parties to progress the issue.”

The city believes that the Dunedin Courthouse is one of the most important heritage buildings
in the city. Its significance extends beyond its architectural quality, reflecting a long and
distinguished legal and social history. The building is located amongst a precinct of
significant heritage buildings, including the Railway Station and Prison and former Police





Station. Significant efforts have been undertaken in the past to secure the future for these
buildings and this precinct. Dunedin is now currently experiencing a renaissance in interest
and investment in its heritage buildings, with a large growing number of restoration and
earthquake strengthening projects revitalising heritage buildings throughout the city. We
believe it is essential that the Government shows leadership on the earthquake strengthening
of heritage buildings under its stewardship like the Dunedin Courthouse, and that it retains a
continued and on-going presence in this important precinct.

There are growing concerns over the protracted timeframes, process, and costs of the
seismic upgrade of the historic Dunedin Courthouse. The paucity of information, conflicting
reports, and lack of direct engagement is fuelling speculation about the future of the building
and undermining confidence in the decision making processes of the department of
Courts. We are keen engage with yourself and your Department to work through the issues,
provide any technical assistance we can, and enable a return to the historic Courthouse at
the soonest opportunity.

In addition to the building's heritage significance, the city believes that the purpose-built
historic Dunedin Courthouse provides the most efficient and convenient location for court
services in the city. It has been reported that the legal profession have concerns about
operational aspects at the temporary courthouse that potentially affect the quality of the
services provided in Dunedin. These issues further reinforce our desire to see a prompt
return to the historic Dunedin Courthouse.

I would like to invite you to discuss matters related to the protection and on-going use of this
important heritage building at your next convenience in or when I may be in Wellington. For
further information on matters raised in this letter or to arrange a time to discuss these
matters, please contact my staff member responsible for this issue, Glen Hazelton, on (03)
474 3375.

Yours sincerely

N
/

Dave Cull
Mayor of Dunedin
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Hon Michael Woodhouse
Minister of Police
Parliament Office

Private Bag 18888
Parliament Buildings
Wellington 6160

m.woodhouse@ministers.govt.nz

Dear Minister
Dunedin Courthouse

I am writing to you as the Minister of Police to voice our interest in opening a dialogue on the
matter of the earthquake strengthening of the Category I Historic Dunedin Courthouse.

As you may be aware, there is a strong and growing community interest in the future of this
building. There are a number of concerns related to the current approach to seismic upgrade
and continued use of the building as a courthouse, in addition to the lack of engagement with
the Council on these matters. Reflecting this interest, the Council recently passed the
following resolutions:

"That the Finance Committee:

a) recommend that Council make urgent representations to relevant
Ministers in respect of the Dunedin Courthouse, a Category 1 listed
building, seeking an unequivocal commitment to undertake the
work necessary to ensure its ongoing use for District Court, High
Court and associated functions;

b) recommend that Council co-ordinate a taskforce of interested
parties to progress the issue.”

The city believes that the Dunedin Courthouse is one of the most important heritage buildings
in the city. Its significance extends beyond its architectural quality, reflecting a long and
distinguished legal and social history. The building is located amongst a precinct of
significant heritage buildings, including the Railway Station and Prison and former Police
Station. Significant efforts have been undertaken in the past to secure the future for these





buildings and this precinct. Dunedin is now currently experiencing a renaissance in interest
and investment in its heritage buildings, with a large growing number of restoration and
earthquake strengthening projects revitalising heritage buildings throughout the city. We
believe it is essential that the Government shows leadership on the earthquake strengthening
of heritage buildings under its stewardship like the Dunedin Courthouse, and that it retains a
continued and on-going presence in this important precinct. As a Dunedin resident, we hope
that you will advocate on behalf of this important building and precinct.

In addition to the building's heritage significance, the city believes that the purpose-built
historic Dunedin Courthouse provides the most efficient and convenient location for court
services in the city. It has been reported that, where previously the police walked from the
central police station to the historic Dunedin Courthouse, staff and files are now driven or
taken by taxi to the temporary courthouse in High Street at additional expense to the tax-
payer. We do not believe that this is an efficient use resources and that the city's residents
are best served by the return to the historic Dunedin Courthouse at the earliest opportunity,
enabled by the strengthening of the building.

I would like to invite you to discuss matters related to the protection and on-going use of this
important heritage building at your next convenience in or when I may be in Wellington, or in
Dunedin. For further information on any of the matters raised in this letter or to organise a
meeting, please contact my staff member responsible for this issue, Glen Hazelton, on (03)
474 3375.

Yours sincerely

Dave Cull
Mayor of Dunedin
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18 August 2015

Rt Hon John Key
Prime Minister
Minister of Tourism
Parliament Office
Private Bag 18888
Parliament Buildings
Wellington 6160

j.key@ministers.govt.nz

Dear Prime Minister
Dunedin Courthouse

I am writing to you as the Minister of Tourism to voice our interest in opening a dialogue on
the matter of the earthquake strengthening of the Category I Historic Dunedin Courthouse.

As you may be aware, there is a strong and growing community interest in the future of this
building. There are a number of concerns related to the current approach to seismic upgrade
and continued use of the building as a courthouse, in addition to the lack of engagement with
the Council on these matters. Reflecting this interest, the Council recently passed the
following resolutions:

"That the Finance Committee:

a) recommend that Council make urgent representations to relevant
Ministers in respect of the Dunedin Courthouse, a Category 1 listed
building, seeking an unequivocal commitment to undertake the
work necessary to ensure its ongoing use for District Court, High
Court and associated functions;

b) recommend that Council co-ordinate a taskforce of interested
parties to progress the issue.”

The city believes that the Dunedin Courthouse is one of the most important heritage buildings
in the city. Its significance extends beyond its architectural quality, reflecting a long and
distinguished legal and social history. The building is located amongst a precinct of
significant heritage buildings, including the Railway Station and Prison and former Police





Station. Significant efforts have been undertaken in the past to secure the future for these
buildings and this precinct. Dunedin's heritage buildings are a key point of difference for the
city and an important component of our marketing of the city. The Dunedin Railway Station,
for example, is often cited as one of the most photographed buildings in New Zealand and is
certainly one of the key visitor attractions in the city. To access the Railway Station, most
tourists pass the impressive historic Dunedin Courthouse building, and the building is
prominently in the backdrop of many of these photos.

Unfortunately, over the last few years, since the Department pulled back from the building,
we have struggled to even get the seats outside the building owned by the Department
maintained and repaired when damaged. A vacant and declining building does not present
the best image for the Government or city in this important location. At the same time,
considerable sums have and are being spent to upgrade and lease temporary courtroom
accommodation.

Dunedin is now currently experiencing a renaissance in interest and investment in its heritage
buildings, with a large growing number of restoration and earthquake strengthening projects
revitalising heritage buildings throughout the city. These projects are making the city's
heritage buildings an even stronger component of its identity and as an attraction for
tourists. We believe it is essential that the Government shows leadership on the earthquake
strengthening of heritage buildings under its stewardship like the Dunedin Courthouse, and
that it retains a continued and on-going presence in this important precinct, both to support
community services in the city but also to ensure it presents an attractive and unique
destination for tourists.

I would like to invite you to discuss matters related to the protection and on-going use of this
important heritage building at your next convenience in or when I may be in Wellington. If
you would like further information on any matters raised in this letter or to organise a time to
discuss, please feel free to contact my staff member responsible for this area of work, Glen
Hazelton, on (03) 474 3375.

Yours sincerely

Dave Cull
Mayor of Dunedin
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13 October 2015

Minister Amy Adams
Minister of Justice
Minister for Courts
Private Bag 18041
Parliament Buildings
Wellington 6160

kristy.martin@parliament.govt.nz
a.adams@ministers.govt.nz; amy.adams@parliament.govt.nz

Dear Minister Adams
I write regarding the Dunedin courthouse.

Thank you for providing a copy of your media statement 'Work on Dunedin Court continues'
dated 16 September 2015.

I note that your stated intention is to return services to the Dunedin courthouse and that you
have previously said you will make an effort to engage with affected stakeholders as part of
the decision-making process.

We stand by the view that the projected costs for strengthening the courthouse - now "more
than $15 million" - are greatly inflated. I reiterate that we have received advice from
professional engineers, one of whom has done extensive work on the courthouse building,
that the current estimates ignore much of the work that has already been done and that the
analysis done is flawed and would not stand up to peer review.

However, having not had access to the information, assumptions and requirements on which
the current estimates for strengthening the courthouse were based, it is very difficult for us
to meaningfully contribute to this process.

We were disappointed to learn that you will not release the details of the draft business case
for the strengthening project under the Official Information Act. The accuracy of this draft
business case is absolutely critical to the decision-making process. The Dunedin City Council
and the wider community need assurance that central government decisions affecting our
residents are being made on accurate information.

We assume the Department of Courts wants to reduce the costs for this project as much as
possible. However, the project obviously has implications for other government departments,
including New Zealand Police, and we have engaged on this issue with the Minister of Police,
Hon Michael Woodhouse.
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We therefore suggest that the draft business case be made available to us confidentially
through Minister Woodhouse's office for our scrutiny. This would allow us to provide valuable
feedback on the information, assumptions and requirements on which the draft business case
is premised.

Yours sincerely

Y,

Dave Cull
Mayor of Dunedin

cc Prime Minister, Rt Hon John Key (john.key@parliament.govt.nz;
j.key@ministers.govt.nz)

Minister of Police, Hon Michael Woodhouse (michael.woodhouse@parliament.govt.nz;
m.woodhouse@ministers.govt.nz; blueandgold@parliament.govt.nz)

Page 2 of 2



mailto:john.key@parliament.govt.nz

mailto:j.key@ministers.govt.nz

mailto:michael.woodhouse@parliament.govt.nz

mailto:m.woodhouse@ministers.govt.nz

mailto:blueandgold@parliament.govt.nz




Q sunan
Seonor
















Kind regards,

Grace Ockwell
Governance Support Officer
Civic and Legal

Dunedin City Council
50 The Octagon, Dunedin; P O Box 5045, Moray Place, Dunedin 9058, New Zealand
Telephone: 03 477 4000

Email: grace.ockwell@dcc.govt.nz
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