
 

 
 
 
12 November 2018 
 
 
 
Anna Whyte 
anna.whyte@tvnz.co.nz 
 
 
Dear Ms Whyte 
 
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act (1987) (LGOIMA) request for 
information overseas waste management 
 
I refer to your e-mail of dated 7 September 2018 requesting the following information:  
 
I would like to have the information relating to waste and recycling from the Dunedin City 
Council that is sent off shore, specifically which companies the Dunedin City Council sells waste 
to and at what cost, and the name and location of overseas rubbish dumps or companies the 
waste is then transferred to, or that takes waste from Dunedin. Can I please have this 
information from the last two years up to August 1, 2018. 
 
The Council contracts out the Material Recovery Facility to Oji Fibre Solutions (OjiFS) who are a 
sub-contractor to Envirowaste.  OjiFS has provided the following information in relation to your 
request: 
 
OjiFS is one of the largest manufacturers of pulp, paper and packaging products in New Zealand 
and Australia.  We are New Zealand’s largest recycler of paper.  Each year our Fullcircle service 
collects various recyclable materials including 300,000 tonnes of paper, and we recycle over 
200,000 tonnes of paper and cardboard in our Kinleith and Auckland mills.  In Dunedin, our 
Fullcircle service processes and sells over 14,000 tonnes of recyclable materials each year, 
including paper, plastics and metals.  We have a contract with EnviroWaste to process Dunedin 
City materials in our Green Island materials recovery facility (MRF).  Under this contract OjiFS 
processes and sells recyclable materials and we understand the Council regularly receives 
information on these operations.  
 
The Tables attached show information about the volumes we receive from Dunedin City Council 
and the volumes we sell.  OjiFS’s Fullcircle service combines recyclable materials collected from 
Dunedin City’s households with compatible materials collected from other Councils and from 
commercial suppliers.  Table 2 gives information on the amalgamated weight sold by OjiFS.  
OjiFS sells material by tender to traders who export and on-sell to their customers, so we are 
not privy to the names of the end customers but we do know the country of destination because 
this is provided to us as part of the sales process. 
 
In respect to your request for information about the companies that the waste is sold to, and 
the costs I advise that pursuant to section 7(2)(b) of LGOIMA in order to protect the commercial 
position of the person who supplied or is the subject of the information your request is declined.   
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As certain information has been declined you are advised that you have the right to make a 
complaint to the Office of the Ombudsman 0800 802 602 or info@ombudsman.parliamnet.nz 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
 
Jennifer Lapham 
Governance Support Officer 
  

mailto:info@ombudsman.parliamnet.nz


 
 
Table One: Recyclables Collected from Dunedin City Households (tonnes)  
 

 
 
 



 

Table Two: Recyclables shipped offshore (tonnes) 
 



 


