
 
24 November 2023 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Dear  
 
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 (LGOIMA) Request 
 
I refer to your e-mail of 5 October 2023 requesting information relating to the Global Covenant of 
Mayors and ICLEI.  In your refined request you have asked for information from 1990.  Please note 
that the Council joined GCOM in 2015.  Despite an extensive search, we have been unable to confirm 
the exact date when Council joined IClEI.  We believe it may have been in 2012/13.   
 
1 Is the DCC currently a member of the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy 

 (GCOM)? And Question 2  Is the DCC currently a member of ICLEI? 
 

 
These are different types of organisations. 
 
ICLEI Oceania is the Secretariat for the GCoM in the Oceania region, providing guidance and 
technical support to local governments.  We are a member of this.  
 
GCOM is an alliance.  Dunedin City Council passed a motion to commit to the alliance.  

 
3 Apart from GCOM and ICLEI, what other political or activist or environmental or climate 
 related groups is the DCC a member of?  
 
 The Planetary Accounting Network (PAN) (joined August 2022) 
 
 Pan is an independent, not-for-profit research centre that specialises in Planetary 
 Accounting, a framework that translates global environmental challenges into actionable 
 impacts on the planet in relation to the Ecological Ceiling component of the City Portrait.  The 
 membership gives access to discounted advisory services, training opportunities, learning 
 resources, as well as webinars across topics of sustainability.  
 
 Zero Carbon Alliance is a collaboration between organisations in Dunedin that have shared 
 interest in reducing both organisational and city wide greenhouse gas emissions and wish to 
 collaborate on emissions monitoring and reduction initiatives. Current members are: Dunedin 
 City Council, Otago Regional Council, University of Otago, Otago Polytechnic and Te Whatu 
 Ora.  



 
4 For each of GCOM and ICLEI and the other groups mentioned in 3: what amount is being paid 

by the DCC as a membership fee as represented by the last amount paid as a membership 
fee?  

 
 A search of our records shows that the annual membership fees we have paid to ICLEI are as 

follows: 
 

Date Amount Reason  
03/05/2013 $2384.83 Annual Membership  
01/05/2014 $2,313.03 Annual Membership  
22/04/2015 $2,308.96 Annual Membership  
02/05/2016 $2,572.90 Annual Membership  
09/05/2017 $2,614.38 Annual Membership  
18/05/2018 $3,014.75 Annual Membership  
01/05/2019 $2,914.77 Annual Membership  
14/04/2020 $3,636.36 Annual Membership  
16/03/2021 $3,601.85 Annual Membership  
01/03/2022 $3,654.57 Annual Membership  
01/02/2023 $3,792.54 Annual Membership  
    
 $37,263.94   

 
 The Planetary Accounting Network = Patron Membership (August 2022 to 2023) - $10,000 
 

There are no fees associated with the Zero Carbon Alliance. 
 
5 Please list all of the payments you have made to ICLEI for membership fees, purchases and 

everything for the period from January 1990 to now.  For each payment include the date, 
purpose and amount paid.  

 
 A substantive search of our records indicates there are no payments other than membership 

fees.  
 
6 For all the documents that you have at the present time, that are authored by ICLEI, please 
 give me a list showing the names of the documents. 
 
 We have searched our records and have only been able to locate the following documents.   
  

• Memorandum to Executive Leadership team dated 9 February 2016 
• ICLEI Oceania Membership Booklet 2023 
• 2023 Snapshot of ICLEI Oceania 
• Report and Minute Extract to Council 28 March 2017 – Compact of Mayors Update: 
 First and Second Year Compliance 

 
 
 Please note that this is an online portal and there are no actual documents.  Should staff need 
 any guidance they will search the website.  https://iclei.org/ 
 
 

https://iclei.org/


7 What ICLEI related events have DCC staff or Councillors or Mayors attending for the period 
from January 1990 to now?  For each event give the date, location, name and purpose of the 
event and who attended it.  

  
 The former Mayor Aaron Hawkins was a member of a governing committee and attended 

these meetings via audio visual link.  We decline to provide any further information, as this 
cannot be supplied without substantial research and collation pursuant to section 17(f) of 
LGOIMA. 

 
 We are not aware of any other events attended in relation to ICLEI, and to search further would 

require substantial collation and research therefore, pursuant to section 17(f) of LGOIMA your 
request for this information is declined. 

 
8 Who now represents the DCC at ICLEI and ICLEI oceania conferences and events including on 

line events?  This means who is the DCC’s representative for these things.  
 
 The Council does not have formal representation to this organisation.   
 
9 Please provide the Commitment Agreement: the agreement with GCOM/Compact of Mayors, 

signed by the Mayor, which describes your obligations to GCOM.  If more than one agreement 
has been signed, please provide all of them.  

 
Having searched our records we are unable to find any documents and therefore pursuant to 
section 17(e) of LGOIMA that the document alleged to contain the information requested does 
not exist or, despite reasonable efforts to locate it, cannot be found.  

 
10 The documents relating to your GCOM commitments that include the action plans, policies, 

goals, targets and milestones.  Please include all of these documents, from any source, that 
you currently possess.  

 
Having searched our records we are unable to find any documents and therefore pursuant to 
section 17(e) of LGOIMA that the document alleged to contain he information requested does 
not exist or, despite reasonable efforts to locate it, cannot be found.  

 
11 The documents that you have sent to GCOM that describe the degree of compliance with the 

three year commitments as referred to in the Commitment Agreement, as well as any other 
progress reports, for the period from January 1990 to now.  

 
Having searched our records we are unable to find any documents and therefore pursuant to 
section 17(e) of LGOIMA that the document alleged to contain the information requested does 
not exist or, despite reasonable efforts to locate it, cannot be found.  

 
12 It now seems appropriate to review the DCC’s membership of GCOM and ICLEI, given that the 

current Mayor didn’t sign the GCOM agreement and you have never asked for the agreement 
of the Councillors to join, and continue your membership of ICLEI.  When will these 
memberships be reviewed and present to Council for their consideration.  

 
 This is not a request for information as defined in the Local Government Official Information 
 and Meetings Act 1987. 
 
 



 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Jennifer Lapham 
GOVERNANCE SUPPORT OFFICER 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
18 January 2016 
 
 
 
Compact of Mayors 
 
 
 
Dear Compact of Mayors Secretariat 
 
 
I hereby declare the intent of the city of Dunedin to comply with the Compact of Mayors, the 
world’s largest cooperative effort among mayors and city leaders to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, track progress, and prepare for the impacts of climate change.  
 
The Compact of Mayors has defined a series of requirements that cities are expected to meet 
over time, recognizing that each city may be at a different stage of development on the 
pathway to compliance with the Compact.  
 
I commit to advancing the city of Dunedin along the stages of the Compact, with the goal of 
becoming fully compliant with all the requirements within three years.   Specifically, I pledge 
to publicly report on the following within the next three years: 
  
• The greenhouse gas emissions inventory for our city consistent with the Global Protocol for 

Community-Scale Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventories (GPC), within one year or less 
• The climate hazards faced by our city, within one year or less 
• Our target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, within two years or less 
• The climate vulnerabilities faced by our citiy, within two years or less 
• Our plans to address climate change mitigation and adaptation within three years of less 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Dave Cull 
Mayor of Dunedin 
 



ICLEI OCEANIA 

M e m b e r s h i p  B o o k l e t  2 0 2 3
L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  f o r  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y



“The most significant action globally has always been at the level of
local government. On climate action, halting biodiversity loss,

building resilience, creating circular economies and addressing
inequality, ICLEI is the one global organisation which can connect,

support and enhance the capacities of local governments
everywhere to maintain and intensify their efforts. Our collective

action as local governments is powerful and I invite our members to
stay in touch to drive a sustainable future together.”

 
— Cr Amanda Stone, Oceania Regional Executive 

Committee Chair

JOIN ICLEI
ICLEI is a global network of more than 2,500 local and regional

governments committed to sustainable urban development. ICLEI
Oceania serves the interests of local government in Australia,

New Zealand and Pacific Nations.

Benefits for Councils

Unique role of ICLEI
We work directly with local and regional governments to support their sustainability efforts,
offering capacity building, technical expertise, and access to peer networks and best practices.
ICLEI's approach focuses on local governments' specific needs and opportunities, championing
the idea that local action is critical to achieving global sustainability goals. ICLEI's global presence,
with a network of over 2,500 local and regional government members across more than 125
countries, makes it a unique platform for sharing knowledge and connecting local governments
worldwide.

All municipalities are different and face unique challenges. That's why ICLEI provides
tailored programs and technical expertise for your own priorities, while also providing entry
to global platforms such as the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy,
CitiesWithNature, or with Frontline Cities and Islands.

Councils rely on their peers for advice, which is why relationships are at the heart of our
global local government network. We connect a diversity of Mayors, councillors and
practitioners through our programs and events, knowledge exchange, peer-to-peer learning,
and sharing common challenges..

Local governments have to manage local responsibilities in a global context. Belonging to a
global network of over 2,500 local governments, ICLEI members can align their actions with
international standards and make a direct contribution to achieving both local and global targets
in climate change, biodiversity, or sustainable urban development goals.



The Conference of Parties (COP) is an annual United Nations climate
summit where countries come together to negotiate and discuss global
climate action. From a local government perspective, the COP provides an
opportunity for municipalities to advocate for their priorities on the
international stage and learn about new climate policies and best
practices from around the world.

By participating in the COP and leveraging ICLEI's resources, local
governments can enhance their capacity to implement effective climate
policies and advance their sustainability goals on the global stage.

The Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy (GCoM) is a global
alliance of over 12,000 cities committed to accelerated climate action and has
over 100 global partners. GCoM serves as a guide to elevate city climate action
by providing guidance in setting emissions targets, creating action plans and
reporting on progress, with the support of a global network of cities advocating
for urgent climate action. 

ICLEI Oceania is the Secretariat for the GCoM in the Oceania region, providing
guidance and technical support to local governments to achieve their climate
goals. By partnering with city networks, and local and national associations,
GCoM offers strategic and technical assistance for local government climate
action. 

ICLEI Oceania also provides a GCoM Helpdesk and resources to help local
governments with action, reporting, and achievement of milestones. GCoM has
a strong research and innovation background which provides the foundation for
meeting science-based targets, establishing emissions profile data, and
ensuring reporting is standardised. By being a part of GCoM, local government
leaders can learn from the experiences and examples of the world's leading
cities and councils, and advocate for stronger climate action from national
governments.




Roadmap to the Conference of Parties (COP)

Global Covenant of Mayors (GCoM)

Participate in ICLEI initiatives and programs
Internationally recognised networks and programs tailored for local governments



.

The CitiesWithNature program is an important tool for local
governments and practitioners who are working to advance
sustainability, resilience, and liveability in the region. ICLEI
Oceania is an active partner of the program and provides
support to member cities and regions who wish to
participate.

Through the CitiesWithNature program, ICLEI Oceania local
governments and practitioners can access a range of
resources, including tools for urban planning and design,
case studies, webinars, and peer-to-peer learning
opportunities. The program also provides a platform for
local governments and practitioners to showcase their
successes and share their experiences with other like-
minded individuals and organisations.

Cities Race to Zero is a global campaign that aims to rally
local governments to take urgent climate action and commit
to reaching net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. The initiative
is aligned with the Paris Agreement's goal of limiting global
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels
and is part of the broader UN Race to Zero campaign.

ICLEI Oceania is a regional supporter of the CitiesRacetoZero
campaign and provides technical assistance and capacity-
building support to help local governments set science-
based emissions reduction targets and implement climate
action plans.

The CitiesWithNature Academy is a training and capacity-
building program that is designed to support local governments
and practitioners who are working to integrate nature-based
solutions into their urban planning and design. It is an initiative
under the CitiesWithNature program

The Academy provides a unique opportunity for local
government officials, planners, and practitioners to deepen their
knowledge, skills, and understanding of nature-based solutions,
as well as to connect and learn from other like-minded
individuals from around the world. Through a range of
resources, training programs, and events, the Academy helps
build the capacity of cities and regions to implement nature-
based solutions in their communities.

CitiesWithNature

Cities Race-to-Zero

CitiesWithNature Academy



ICLEI Oceania supports Pacific Island towns and cities to become more resilient to
global shocks, particularly through disaster risk reduction, low emissions
development and climate adaptation. 

ICLEI Oceania partners with organisations and networks in the Pacific including
the Pacific Partnership New Urban Agenda - a consortium of international
partners dedicated to sustainable urban development as well as with the Global
Island Partnership and Local2030 Islands Network. Pacific Island towns and cities
can join ICLEI or become beneficiaries. Australian and New Zealand councils are
invited to contribute to mentoring and technical assistance.

Pacific Islands Resilience Program

Contact:  Admin.oceania@iclei.org

Regional Executive Committee (RexCom) Members Cr 
Cr Anna Reynolds, Lord Mayor City of Hobart
Cr Amanda Stone, City of Yarra, RexCom Chair
Cr Nuatali Nelmes, Lord Mayor City of Newcastle

PO Box 24263, Melbourne, Vic, 3001
P: +61431 822 564
Email: Admin.Oceania@ICLEI.org
www.icleioceania.org 

ICLEI Oceania Regional Executive Committee

Lord Mayor Anna
Reynolds

ICLEI is governed by three main bodies: the Global Executive Committee (GexCom), the
RexComs, and the ICLEI Council. GexCom represents ICLEI in international institutions and
makes strategic decisions for the organization. The RexComs are established in each of the
nine ICLEI regions (Europe, Africa, North America, South America, Oceania, East Asia,
Southeast Asia, South Asia, and West Asia) and approve new initiatives and programs
within their respective regions. These nine RexComs form the ICLEI Council, which is the
overarching decision-making and guiding body. The Council shapes and approves the ICLEI
strategy, amends the organisation's statutes, and elects the GexCom portfolio seats. 

Becoming an ICLEI member provides an opportunity for local government leaders to
participate in ICLEI's governance structure by being elected to the Regional Executive
Committee (REXCom) in their region. 

Cr Amanda Stone  
RexCom Chair

ICLEI OCEANIA REGIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2021-2024

Lord Mayor
Nuateli Nelmes

https://www.facebook.com/icleioceania/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/iclei-oceania
https://www.instagram.com/iclei_oceania/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC02DtnmiSJafFTZIt4iINVg/featured
https://twitter.com/iclei_oceania


2023 SNAPSHOT OF ICLEI OCEANIA

2022 Events in Review

2022 was a big year. We held 13 member events, webinars and roundtables. At one of our

most popular Mayoral Roundtable events we hosted the current Minister for Industry, Energy

and Emissions Reduction of Australia, the Honourable Chris Bowen. At our very popular Local

Government Solutions Exchange event we welcomed the innovative Australian engineer and

entrepreneur Saul Griffith who joined us to talk about the electrification of our energy system

in Australia.

Combined our events, webinars and roundtables brought together over 1300 practitioners,

elected officials, academics and others from across the Oceania region and throughout the

globe. We are looking forward to bringing more advocacy, knowledge sharing and capacity

building events and activities to accelerate your globally connected sustainability and climate

action goals for 2023.

Who we are

ICLEI Oceania - Local Governments for Sustainability supports local governments across

Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific to accelerate sustainable urban development and

climate action. ICLEI Oceania is a member organisation part of the global ICLEI network of

more than 2500 local and regional governments worldwide.

What we do

Sustainable urban development that is:

● Nature-based

● Low emissions

● Resilient

● Circular

● Equitable & people-centred
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How we do it

We provide a platform for local governments to achieve their climate and sustainability goals:

● Advocacy and knowledge sharing

● Capacity building

● Global connections

Member benefits

● Leadership recognition

● Peer-to-peer connection

● Collective action

Advocacy and knowledge sharing

ICLEI Oceania supports its members and those who want to take greater action to work

together to learn, share and take collective action connected to regional and global outcomes.

Member Corner

Who: ICLEI Members - Staff

When: bi-annual, virtual

These virtual forums bring together ICLEI Oceania members to connect, learn and share about

climate and sustainability priorities with like-minded colleagues. You can share what you are

working on, ask for help and shape the direction of ICLEI Oceania as we work together toward

a climate safe and sustainable future. The forum opens opportunities for collective action and

local to global impact.

Mayoral Roundtables

Who: ICLEI Members - Mayors and elected members

When: On a needs basis

ICLEI Oceania convenes Mayors and elected members to provide guidance to ICLEI and

partners on how to take collective action and advocacy on critical issues facing local

governments such as on climate change. In 2023, several roundtables will be co-hosted with

partners to help local government leaders to work together to accelerate climate action by

making clear the vital role local governments play in meeting national emissions targets, and

to help Federal Governments to deliver ambitious 2030 targets as per the Glasgow Pact.

ICLEI Oceania accelerating sustainable urban development 2



Local Government Solutions Exchange

Who: Local government staff, practitioners or anyone interested

When: quarterly, 1.5 hr virtual forum

The Solutions Exchanges are for representatives of local governments to connect, learn and

share about what is working and what isn’t in sustainability solutions. The Exchanges are

thematically based on issues from climate action to local implementation of the UN 2030

Sustainable Development Goals as guided by our members. The forums use breakout groups

to encourage peer to peer sharing.

Capacity Building Programs

Offered free of charge or discounted to our ICLEI Oceania members, our programs use globally

proven, locally tailored methodologies to help local governments take action without

reinventing the wheel. ICLEI Oceania provides tailored training, facilitated workshops and

technical advice to help you on your sustainability journey.

Green Climate Cities (In development)

Green Climate Cities offers cities a proven process methodology for walking step-by-step

toward climate neutrality. This program combines ICLEI’s international Climate Neutrality

Framework and integrated climate planning guide with locally tailored tools, events and

partner programs.

CitiesWithNature

CitiesWithNature is a global program that helps councils to bring nature back to our cities.

Participating councils demonstrate their commitment to nature-based solutions by registering

on the global platform, populating the new Actions Platform and becoming part of the

knowledge-exchange network. The Actions Platform provides an easy means of generating

reports for your internal requirements. Sign up to get involved in the tailored webinars, make

best use of the global platform and in accessing tools and guides.

CitiesWithNature Academy

The Academy was launched in October 2022 and a small cohort of leader councils will form a

Founders Group to help co-design the Academy offerings during 2023.  The aim of the

Academy is to develop a high-value package of resources, training and events based on the

expressed needs of CWN cities. It will target council decision makers (elected and executive),

professional staff and community. A small participation fee will be charged to be a Founder,

with discount for ICLEI members.

ICLEI Oceania accelerating sustainable urban development 3



Pacific Islands Resilience

ICLEI Oceania supports Pacific Island towns and cities to become more resilient to global

shocks, particularly through disaster risk reduction, low emissions development and climate

adaptation. ICLEI Oceania partners with organisations and networks in the Pacific including

the Pacific Partnership New Urban Agenda - a consortium of international partners dedicated

to sustainable urban development as well as with the Global Island Partnership and Local2030

Islands Network. Pacific Island towns and cities can join ICLEI or become beneficiaries.

Australian and New Zealand councils are invited to contribute mentoring and technical

assistance

Globally connected

ICLEI Oceania helps local governments commit, act and track their locally relevant progress

toward global goals to show the momentum for change from communities. ICLEI Oceania is

focused on impact on the Paris Agreement on climate change, the UN 2030 Sustainable

Development Goals and the Sendai Framework on Disaster Risk Reduction. ICLEI is the Local

Government and Municipal Authority Focal Point to the UNFCCC.

Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy

ICLEI Oceania is the Regional Secretariat of the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and

Energy. This global alliance of cities and local governments supports an action-oriented

approach to climate change for the transition to low-emission and resilient societies. ICLEI

Oceania helps committed mayors and local governments from across the region work in

alliance with partners to accelerate ambitious, measurable climate and energy initiatives and

connect this effort in the global race to zero with the more than 12,500 cities making change.

To get involved

Email Admin.Oceania@iclei.org

Website www.icleioceania.org

ICLEI Oceania accelerating sustainable urban development 4
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Benefits of Membership

2022 Offering Invitees ICLEI Members Non-Members

Advocacy & knowledge sharing

Mayoral Roundtables Elected Members ✔ ✔

Member Corner Staff ✔ -

Local Government Solutions Exchange Staff ✔ ✔

Advocacy and collective
actions/campaigns

Elected members ✔ ✔

Capacity building programs

Green Climate Cities Elected members +
staff

✔ ✔

Cities With Nature Elected members +
staff

✔ ✔

Cities With Nature Academy Elected members +
staff

$1,500 $2,000

Pacific Islands Resilience Elected members +
staff (Pacific)

✔ ✔

Tailored training, facilitation and
capacity building

As relevant Discounted rate
by negotiation

Fee based

Globally connected impact

Guidance on global initiatives such as
Global Covenant of Mayors, Race To
Zero etc.

Elected members +
staff

✔ Fee based

Funding assistance to attend ICLEI
events such as the ICLEI World
Congress

Elected members +
staff

✔ -

Engagement in relevant international
meetings such as UN Climate
Conference etc.

Elected members ✔
-

ICLEI Oceania accelerating sustainable urban development 5































































































































Minute Extract Council 28 March 2017 

 

 

 A report from Community and Planning provided an update on work to ensure Dunedin would 
meet its requirements for participating in the Compact of Mayors.  Work had been completed 
on the city-wide Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory (Attachment A) and the Climate 
Hazards and Risks Assessment (Attachment B), and both were ready to be submitted to meet 
compliance. 

 The Senior Policy Analyst and Mr Maurice Marquardt from AECOM New Zealand Ltd, the 
author of one of the attached reports, responded to questions from Councillors and 
commented on the reports. 

 

 Moved (Cr Aaron Hawkins/Cr Kate Wilson): 

That the Council:  
 

a) Approves the Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report and Risks Assessment 
Report for submission to the Compact of Mayors. 

Division 

The Council voted by division. 

 

For:   Crs David Benson-Pope, Rachel Elder, Christine Garey, Doug Hall, Aaron 
Hawkins, Marie Laufiso, Damian Newell, Jim O'Malley, Chris Staynes, 
Conrad Stedman, Kate Wilson and Mayor Dave Cull (12). 

Against:  Crs Mike Lord, Lee Vandervis and Andrew Whiley (3). 

 

The division was declared CARRIED by 12 votes to 3 

 

Motion carried (CNL/2017/001) 

 




