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Site Location Information 

 
 

SITE OR LOCATION PLANS – GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

• Site plans must be to scale.  A marked aerial photo is not a site plan. 

• A dedicated building location plan is recommended. 

• ‘Approximate’ or, ‘confirm on site’ dimensions are not acceptable unless specified in this document. 

• It is recommended that you seek advice from a licensed cadastral surveyor (specialists in establishing 
real property boundaries).  Building without a qualified determination of boundary alignments may 
result in considerable risk for the property owner and construction delays while extensive re-surveying 
of the property is carried out. 

• It is important that plans make it clear where boundary offset dimensions are taken from, i.e. 
foundation, wall frame, cladding, or boundary joist. 

 
 

SITE OR LOCATION PLANS – INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED 
 

• The property address as on the application form. 

• Legal description (Lot, DP number etc.). 

• Show the property boundaries and any allotment boundaries within the property. 

• Show front, rear and side setback yards as specified for your zone in the Second Generation District 
Plan (2GP).  See rule 15.6.13 for residential zones, 18.6.16 for commercial zones and 16.6.10 for rural 
zones. 

• Detail easements, water courses, hazards. 

• Detail the road crossing/site access, including any proposed modifications to the footpath or verge. 

• Detail contours/or levels, datum, north point. 

• Specify floor levels in accordance with DCC guidance www.dunedin.govt.nz/minimum-floor-levels.  
Heights to be specified in NZVD 2016. 

• Specify the extent of cut and fill for the building platform and/or retaining walls and also the volume in 
m3 of material to be placed or removed. 

• Show the location of all drains and sewers. 

• Detail the connection to the property services (drainage – foul and stormwater, water, gas). 

• Provide details of resource consents/subdivision requirements for property.  In particular, detail 
allocated building platform locations, effluent discharge, stormwater retention tanks or any other 
specific requirements which will affect the building or the land the building is located on. 

• Show proposed and existing buildings (including swimming pools).  This includes all farm sheds/out 
buildings. 

 

BUILDING LOCATION CERTIFICATES 
 

• Building location certificates are used by Council to confirm that building work on site is located as per 
the approved building consent.  Refer to www.dunedin.govt.nz/building-services-forms to find out if a 
building location certificate will be required. 
 

http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/minimum-floor-levels
http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/building-services-forms


Page 2 of 5 DCCBCA-F1-SLI-v1.0 
Issued – May 2024 

NEW BUILDINGS IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS 
(Sketch showing basic dimension requirements) 
 

 
 
 
 

NEW BUILDINGS 20m OR MORE FROM BOUNDARIES IN RURAL ZONES AND CLEAR OF ANY 
RESTRICTIONS 
(Sketch showing basic dimension requirements) 

 

 
 
 

Setout dimensions may be taken from existing features or buildings as long as the 
location can easily be confirmed by site inspectors.  A marked aerial photo can be used to 
help orientate the site plan.  Note: Building location certificate not required in some 

cases – refer to separate guidance document on www.dunedin.govt.nz/building-
services-forms. 

Provide primary siting dimensions to two adjacent boundaries (usually the closest to the 
proposed work).  A total of 4 dimensions is usually required to confirm an exact location.  
Supplementary dimensions may be required if a critical distance is involved.  Examples 
include distance to a council sewer, distance to a supporting retaining wall, distance to a 
second building used for sleeping and distance to a boundary where fire rated 
construction may be required.  ‘Enclosing’ dimensions from opposing boundaries should 
be avoided where possible. 
 

http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/building-services-forms
http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/building-services-forms
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DECKS AND EXTENSIONS 
(Sketch showing basic dimension requirements) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETAINING WALLS 
(Sketch showing basic dimension requirements) 
 

 

Distances to boundaries are typically not required, providing the extension size is clearly shown.  Supplementary 
dimensions may be required if a critical distance is involved.  Examples include distance to a council sewer, distance 
to a supporting retaining wall, distance to a second building used for sleeping and distance to a boundary where 
fire rated construction may be required.  If the ‘over the framing’ width of an existing building to be extended 
cannot be accurately determined without removal of cladding, the new build width can be given as “X.XXXm (COS 
to match existing).  Note: Building location certificate not required in some cases – refer to separate guidance 
document on www.dunedin.govt.nz/building-services-forms. 

Show the length of the wall and distances to at least two boundaries.  Show the location 
of associated drainage. Further dimensions may be required depending on the layout of 
the wall.  Supplementary dimensions may be required if a critical distance is involved.  
Examples include distance to a council sewer or existing building.  Note: If the retaining 
wall and associated drainage is not entirely within a single property, it is likely a second 
building consent will be required. 
 

Dimensions to boundaries 
Dimensions to be taken from the above ground retaining wall element closest to the 
boundary. 

Cross Sections 
If any part of the retaining wall is closer than its own height from the boundary, 
provide a cross section through the closest point, referencing the boundary – see 
next diagram. 

http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/building-services-forms
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CROSS SECTIONS 
If any part of the retaining wall is closer than its own height from the boundary, provide a cross section through the 
closest point, referencing the boundary as shown below. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

REFERENCED TO NZ VERTICAL DATUM 2016 
(Sketch showing finished floor level) 
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REFERENCED TO LOCAL BENCHMARK OR REFERENCE LEVEL 
(Sketch showing finished floor level) 

 

 
 
 
REFERENCED TO CROWN OF THE ROAD 
(Sketch showing finished floor level) 

 
 

 
 

Benchmark = Survey control mark or feature with a reduced level specified 
in terms of the vertical datum. 

E1/AS1 allows a minimum F.F.L of 150mm above the crown of the road on at least 
one cross-section through the building and roadway when: 

• Catchment area is no more than 0.25 hectares. 
• Free from a history of flooding. 
• Not adjacent to a watercourse. 
• Not located in low lying area or secondary flow path. 


