
Land use activity 
(scenario):
Does site or 

proposal involve 
a "Residential" 
(excluding high 

density*) or 
"Rural 

Residential" 
activity

Yes

Does or did the site have any 
dwellings or accessory 

buildings that were 
established prior to 1945 

(whether existing or 
removed). This could be 
potentially determined 

through historic aerial photos 
and building consent records 

or HAIL Search Report.

No

Not relevant

Yes

Does or did that dwelling/ 
building comprise of any of 

the following:
- All weatherboard 
- All brick painted or 
suspected painted
- All stucco/ plaster

- Part Stucco/ plaster more 
than 50%

No

Yes

HAIL Status:
Possible HAIL Category I applies to area 

within 2m of the building footprint:
- for an existing building; or

- for removed buildings where removal 
has not spread contamination beyond 

2m of the building footprint.

OR

Possible HAIL Category I applies to entire 
site where any building has been 

removed in a matter that has spread 
contamination beyond 2m of the building 

footprint.

 Assessment against NESCS requiredNo

Does the site include any 
dwellings or accessory 

buildings that were 
established bewteen 1945 to 

1970

Yes

Advice note 
regarding 

potential lead 
contamination

No

Challenge HAIL Status

Testing for lead 
contamination (or provide 

PSI/DSI) by SQEP to 
determine whether HAIL 

Category I applies

Accept 
HAIL 

Status

DCC advises ORC 
piece of land being 

assessed as a 
verified HAIL site 

(with contamination 
status as not 
investigated)

Check development 
scenarios 1 to 9 

below.

Verified 
HAIL Site

Results provided to ORC.
Check development 

scenarios 1 to 9 below.

Category I does not apply
Results provided to ORC.

NESCS does not apply

HAIL STATUS ASSESSMENT PROCESS FOR POTENTIAL LEAD PAINT CONTAMINATION:

START:

*Most residential developments will be considered 'standard residential' land use scenario.'High-density' land use scenario would only apply to certain 
developments where no on-site produce can be grown and will be assessed on a case by case basis.



1. Construction of new unit or 
building on rear of property, 

existing dwelling/ building 
remaining unchanged

2. Demolition of dwelling/ building 
with redevelopment of entire site

3. Redevelopment of entire site 
and dwelling/ building already 

removed

4. Additions and alterations to 
existing dwelling/ building

Yes

Is any soil 
disturbance or 
change of use 

proposed within 
the piece of land 

potentially 
affected by lead 
contamination?

Yes

Will the soil  disturbance 
comply with the permitted 

standards of Regulation 8(3)?

OR

Has a PSI been provided for 
the change of use in 

accordance with Regulation 
8(4) concluding it is highly 

unlikely there will be a risk to 
human health?

No

Resource Consent required 
under the NESCS 

Applications will need to 
explain how contamination 

will be addressed during 
site works and after 

completion of works 

Conditions may be imposed 
to manage contamination

No

PIM or advice note 
regarding lead 

contamination and 
NESCS requirement 

Yes

PIM or advice note regarding 
compliance with all the permitted 
standards of Regulation 8(3) and/
or any requirements set out in the 

PSI

5. Subdivision keeping dwelling in 
place and creating new vacant lot/s

6. Boundary adjustment (fence line 
alterations or transfer of land with 

development potential)

Does the subdivision affect 
the 2m curtilage or beyond if 
necessary (i .e. is any portion 

of the piece of land being 
subdivided into a new lot 

separate from the dwelling/ 
building)?

Yes

A consent notice condition 
may potentially be required 
restricting activities within 

the piece of land

No

Yes

Resource 
Consent 

required under 
the NESCS

Advice note regarding lead 
contamination

7. Cross lease or unit title subdivision 
of existing dwelling/ building 

(including updates to existing cross 
leases and unit title) or fee simple 
subdivision that does not result in 

any new vacant lots (e.g. a freehold 
subdivision of site containing two 

existing dwellings where the new lots 
will each contain an existing dwelling)

Advice note regarding lead contaminationYes
Resource Consent required 

under the NESCS

8. Subdivision involving removal of 
existing dwelling/ building

Demolition details must be provided at the 
time of resource consent and a site validation 

report may be required as a condition of 
consent

Yes
Resource Consent required 

under the NESCS

9. Subdivision of site where an 
existing dwelling/ building has been 

removed

Testing may be required at the time of resource 
consent and a site validation report may be 

required as a condition of consent
Yes

Resource Consent required 
under the NESCS

NESCS ASSESSMENT PROCESS FOR LAND USE CONSENT OR BUILDING CONSENT

NESCS ASSESSMENT PROCESS FOR SUBDIVISION CONSENT 

DEVELOPMENT SCENARIOS WHEN THE NESCS APPLIES:

Are any of the following proposed?

Are any of the following proposed?
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